
P,rtqriô Notvs I 3 tEB ï$02

Mozambique hit  by loss of forests and swamps
Ihr Prrtorìa Ì l1vl.Alr ica Servica

Maputo
À{OZAÀÍBIQUE has lost 57 per;
cent oí i ts forests and ó0 percent
o f  i t s  mangrovc  swarnps  in  the
past decadc.

' [hc 
olf icial ncw,s agcncy Ainr

s a i d  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  m a n g r o v e
swanìps had scrir lusly :rf fcctcd rhc
count ry 's  p rarvn  popu la t ions .

Prawns, one of Mozambique's
rnain export earners, spend the
early stagcs of their l ives in man-
grovc swamps.

l l iokrgist Mia Couto told a
scrnrnar ()n envlronmcntal pro-
tect ion that stretches along the
Mozarnbican coast were some of
the nrost fragi le ecosystenrs in t lre

world and Mozarnbique was one
of the l0 countr ies most threaten-
ed by coastal erosion.

Mr Couto warned that mis-
takes made in the irr igation sys-
tem of the Limpopo Valley had
led to sal ination, which in turn
had caused large areas oÍ fornrcrly
cult ivated land to become barren.


