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' lF environmentolisis
hod fheir w||Y- t Soppi
would not be ollowed
?o plont treet
onywherer' 5cience
Wrifer ANITA ALLEN
wos told.

AS MOZAMBIQUE recov-
ers from war, the Picture
that emerges is Pristine
w i l d e r n e s s ,  u n s P o i l t
beaches and marine Para-
dises - 27 islands of the

Qui r imbas arch iPe lago
and five islands of the Ba-
zaruto archiPelago.

Another picture is a coun-
try devastated bY war, with
large areas of. land sParselY
oodu la ted  where  w i ld l i fe
hai Ueen hunted out. A coun-
try absolutelY desPerate for
development.

Tbe single biggest challenge
in reconciling these pictures ls
development without comPro'
mising the ecological integrity
of wilderness areas. AlreadY
the first clashes between deve-
lopers and conservationists
have occurred over an affores-
tat ion project by the Soutb
African industrial giant SaPPi.

Conservationists have raised
the spectr€ of a St Lucia-tYPe
controversy beeause a SaPPi
project south of the Maputo
Elephant Reserve is an ecologi-
callv sensitive wetland area'
and no enviroomental imPact
studv has been conducted.

In addit ion, they say, the
Sappi concession Poses a threat
to 

-tiaditional 
migration routes

of elepbants which move along
the FLti watercour:ie between
the Maputo nes€rve and South
Africa's Tembe ElePhant Park.

Sappi wood resources man-

Sappi's stout defence of forest-plantingm Mozambique wilds

Project onothing like St Lucia'

COMPTEMENIARY: Thc dirccior of MozombQuc'r Nstionol DL
r.ctorol. of Forcatry ond Wildlifc, Dr Mibgre C,ezcrito, rco do
vCopmcnt ond thc environmcnl or two sida of the romc cnin.

ager Neville PerrY, who this
week returned from an aerial
r€connaissarce of Mozam bique.
hotly disputes tbese allegations.
Puttiog "the proPer PersPec-
tive" on t[e issue, PerrY said
Mozambique covered some
800 6$ sq txn. Gazetted wildlife
areas covered 87000sqkm, or
11 percent of the total SaPPi's
project involved 350 sq km, or
0.04 Dercent of the whole.. 

"dur original concessioo was
for 150 000 ha south of tbe Ma-
puto Elephant Reserve right uP
to the Maputo River. We are
taking up ttre option to Plant on
30 0fi1 ha east of the Futi water-
course We have takeo into ac'
couut concerDs over elePhant
migration routes and have left
a  l0  km-wide  bY {0  km' long
corridor for them."

He said there was absolutelY
no similarity between SaPPi's
project in Mozambique and the
St Lucia wetlands. "We wiu not
be planting in sensitive areas
and our proiect do€s not in-
clude wetlands. It is predomin-

aotly grasslands, witb sandy
soils and marshy pans

'There are a few small areas
of indigenous scrub, which we
will leave as micro habitats-
We will not be planting riglt up
to the coastline and t[e ooe i.D-
digenou for6t area aloag the
Futi watercourse will be left
intact. Eract boundaries are
still a matter of discussion.

"We are not going there to
ruin anything. The project was
started several years ago, but
we have been prcvented from
going in there because of the
war. This project bas been well
planned. We have called i! ctn-
sulta.nts, who have done aerial
and field surveys. The entire
study rutrs to two volumes.

"We are working on tbis ia
conjunction with tbe Mozanbi-
can government; in fact, the
process is controlled by tlem.
It is a complete socioedonomic
development which will uplift
the community and open up
huDdreds of job oooortunities.
It involver housing,'inlrastnrc-

PROJECI AREAfl fh. rood from Mop,uio lo Pmlo dc Ourc in :outhcnr Mozomliquc rnola rhrough Soppi'r y'onnod cornm.rci.J
foutry cofic.ltitf' which includa prcviour rcroppl eucolyptur plonlofionr. OJrhcc hcvc olrciy cruired'bctrrcon com.rvo-
tiooitt! ord devrloFr ovct lhc cffororotion proiod by $c South Afticon commcttiol giont. - Phorogroph: JOHN TEDGER

ture such as towns,,schools a16 lagre Cezerilo, director of Mo.
traiaing in inforual ferming." zambique's National Director-

For Sout! AIricsD! who are ate of Forestry and Wildlife
sdll embroiled i! the St Lucia ' (Direccao Nacional de Flores-
cootroversy, the cleims an6 ies e Fauna Bravia - DNFFB).
coutter+lairn. wiU be all to fa- t! an i[t€rviee in Johannes-
mill6!. !u1 unlite St Lucia, n6 bur!, she said a National En-
environmeDtal inPact assess.
ment has beeu cdled for by q6.
Mozambican loeerDment, ns1
is tbere any legislatioo to make
thlr Ealdatory.

Environmental impact xr-
serrmeots 8rc ultlotn in MG
zanbiqug according to Dr n41.

vironmental Commission had "I believe Sappi will coopcr-
now been established, to deal ate with us in connection with
with such issues. Commenting- environmental issues. They
on the Sappi project Cezenlo have shown they are willing to
confirmed that as far as the consider the environmenl"
DNFFB was concerned there Perry said that no matter
was no controversy. where sappi moved to, environ-

mentalists would never take a
balanced view. "The facts are
that we have been hounded by
env l ronmenta l i s ts  in  South
Africa to the polnt that we have
to look across our borders to
grow trees. If they had their
way we would not be allowbd
to plant trees anywhere."

Perry does not disagree Uiat
for€stry operations have an i.o-
pact on tie envrronment, but he
said Sappi is an environmental-
ly conscrous company. "We do a
lot of environmental rehabilita-
tion - clearing exotics sucb bs
watt les, unblocking and up-
grading of riverine areas and
woodlands. But we get no cred-
it for this from environmenta-
lists. Yes, we ta.ke oul But Fe
do put back."

Sappi is just one of many
companies and private entre,
preoeunr attracted by tbe po.
enti.l for development in Mo
zambique. Wbere this muoh-
needed development affecb thc
environmetrt, the director of
the DNFFB is confident the
proces catr be mrnaged so t"uat
tberc is a rin:wia solution-

"We doo't look at develop-
ment and ttre environment.as
difierent issues. ltey are ass(>
clated Toda/s developers also
see it hiq wav. No one can aJ-
ford bad management. In the
long run they have just foo
Duch to lose," Cezerilo said.

In South Africa, sometinies
bitter experience has provbd
that legislation by the (hver
ment is the ooly wav to ensure
that adequate 

- 
environmendal

lmpact assessments are done
by developers going into wil-
oerness areas.


