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‘Ell backs hoers’ trek to Mozamblque

WMe =7 //l as
resistance from many influential Mozambicans, the
. pmjact to settle Afrikaner farmers in Mozambique appears

European Union (EU) has
- ag;eed to finance research into
%tbe viability of settling South
farmers in Mozam-
| pther African countries. °

ng for the research would

made available to settle

nfor International

mme RDP office, with this

LfThagrganisation wanting to dis-
pateli-farmess to African countries,
African Chamber for Agri-
- calfurel. Development in Africa
- (Sacada), has interpreted the EU's
gesture as a sign that the project —
- which 18 being by Presi-
. dentiNelson Mandela — is
Sacada sec-
Mxywxmcdordaansaidthweek

- - Jectwas the best noise out of Africa in
- the past 30 years”.
. .. He said that Sacada had endeav-
- qured to bring its palicies into line with
;. théWordd Bank and the International
;- Monetgry Fund, and claimed that it
; was set to become an international
* development agency.
i  Jordaan said his organisation had

r-farmers in South Africa’s -

. thatthe EU had'said the farming pro- °

begathenng favour. Marion Edmunds reports

been approached by about 12 African
countries interested in white South }

African farmers but, at the moment,
was concentrating on Mozambique,
Zambia, Zaire and Angola, with
Mozambique being the test case. Man-
dela’s spokesperson Parks Manka-
hlana said this week Mandela has
asked the Tanzanian government to

“accept Afrikaner farmers to help
: deve]op the agricultural sector. ;
Both Mankahlana and the Mozam-

bican Embassy denied Mozambicans
had opposed the settlement of
farmers, as was reported on

SABC radio this week. The Mozambi-
can government could not be reached
for comment yesterday. But a negotia-
tor from Mozambique's agriculture
ministry has been quoted on several
occasians as saying Afrikaner farmers
were neither needed nor wanted in
large numbers. He said they would
not want to be settled on land in com-
munities and that, in certain
provinces, like Maputo, they would
not be welcome at all, and would never
get freehold possession of the land.

According to Jordaan, about 1 000
people, disillusioned with the new
South Africa, are poised to trek to
Mozambique. One, Egbert Hiemstra,
cites affirmative action, trade unions,
new land legislation and drought in
South Africa as reasons to invest and
farm in neighbouring states.

Not that it's going to cost much Bard
cash to farm across the border. He

thmwbackmt.hepast adespemte
attempt to create an Afrikaner volk-.
staatin a country too poor to resfst. -
- “It's not an apwﬂ\euispolweksfoe-
- fie," he said indignantly. For every two
f farmers who settle, Sacada has
promised to train and establish one
local black Mazambican as a comuner-
cial farmer. Anybody will be able to:
{ attend their schools, if they are pre- .
j .pared to respect Hiemstra's “commui
_pity’s standards” and anybody can
comeonthe, g!?t;nd trek, aslong as ﬂ:ey
are strong, fit enterprising. Two'
blackSoumA&!.canslmveaskedtobew
‘part of the project, said Hiemstra.
] - :When ap] ‘this week, Fouéré:
General Constand Viljoen: *'was cautiously opﬂmlsﬁc about;the.
Convinced President Mandelaof - . project. -
the benefits of the project o "Iheprojectmuldbesuccﬁsﬁﬂln
PﬁOTmRAPH HENNER FRANKENFELD ~ SO far as it seeks to promote comple-
mentary progress in agriculture in the
says Mozambiquemllleaseland to * region and in so far as it makes the
the farmers at 60 cents per hectare transfer of expertise possible and
per year, if not give it away for free. He <allows devdopmmtwlmitjs
said negotiations with President Man- " needed.”« B
dela are under way to allow the farm-;. Fouéréhashaddlscusslons t.h
ers to have dual citizenship and con-.- General Constand Viljoen, who initi--,
tinue to vote in Sout_h Afrlcan elec-  ated the project, and has convinced
5.. - Mandela of its benefits. Viljoen had |
argued to Mandela that settling
. farmers would stimulage the
in Lydenburg, and wants a third - ecanomies of statesand
AN .. provide food and employment for !
Although he has been to Mozam- locals, and that this would stem the
bique to have a look around on behalf - flow of illegal immigrants into South’
of Sacada, he has not yet chosen the Africa. But not all Mozambicans;
spot he hopes willbe his.. bel!evewlutcSouthAﬁ'lcanfarmcm
“It's like being a small child in'a’ are the solution to their problems.
sweet shop,” he said. “There are just Oneanalyst.whoaskednotmbc
so many beautiful, fertue places tn named, said: “Mozambique needs
choose from.” B capital,mtwtﬂtc SouthAﬁimnfarm-
Hiemstra denies the projectis a -ers.” i :
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