
SA farmers confident

The wheels of a scheme for South
African farmers to trek into Africa
have started rolling, and the farm-
ers are conlident they will get back-
ing for their plarr from the South
African business sector.

Transvaal Agricultural Union
president Dries Bruwer said the
leaders of the schemc had estab.
lished a forum to deal with the
logistics of their move.

The South African Chamber for
Agriculture in Africa (Sacaa) was
set up last weekend while a
Mozamb:can delccation was in
South Africa to finalise the legalities
of the proposal.

The agreement betrveen the
South African farmers and their.
Mozambican hosts is to be sent to
lawyers acting for the department '

of foreign affairs this week to be
finalised.

Bruwer confirrned that nrany of
the inquiries he hacl received were
from 

'businessmen 
interested in

helping the farme'rs.
"The businessmen know our

economy won't survive if we don't
establish some kind of RDP in
southem Africa," said Bruwer.

Members of thc South African
Foreign Trade Organisation (Safto)

"We are getting plenty of inter-
est and people are very positive. It
is likely that if the plan works, it
will boost our foreigrr trade in the
long run. At least it will keep people
fed," said one Sa{to representative.

Several mernbcrs of businesses
with interests in trade tinks be-
tween South Africa and the rest of
Africa were enthusiastic about the
farmers' plan. They said they were
waiting for the scheme to be ratified
before turning their interest into
financial backing.

Bruwer said South African and
Mozambican delegations had spent
last weekend settling their agree-
ment. A formal document will be
drawn up by the lawyers and
signed by the hvo governments.

The plan to trek into Africa
emerged at the hand of President
Nelson Mandela, who has appoint-
ed Freedom Front leader General
Constand Viljoen as his ernissary to
Africa. Vlljoen, Bruwer and agricul-
tural experts have already visited
Mozambique, Angola and Zaire.

Some farmers are due to go to
Mozarnbique to begin grain farm-
ing next month.


