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Crack ing  Po in t '

W i th  a  co  ward ly  l e t t c i  bon rb .  So . r th  A f r i ca ' s
secret  assassinat ion :quads have murder:d R r , : : r
I  i r s t ,  t he  l i be ra t i on  l i gh te r  r vho  the  teL lme 's
to r tu re rs  e ' ru ld  no t  b i t ' ak .  \ \ hcn  she  was  ex i l eJ
in London rn thc ear ly '60s.  she a* 'akened ntan.1
thuusands  to  apar the id ' s  b ru taUty  by ,  he r  r ccoun t
of  how racist  intcnogators had cal l , rusly set  out
to I 'u i f t l  theu b()ast  thr t  'evcr1 '  one cracks sooncr
o r  l a te r . '  T l r cy  l l i l cd  then .  Bu t  on  Tuesday  o the r
racist  thugs took t l tc i r  rcvcnce.  As shc opcned an
cnvelope,  a v io lent  erpiosion r ipped through hei
oflice in the Eduardo l\{ondlairc Universty in
Moz:rnt t ' ique's capi ta l  l t laputo whcre she \ ias
directrr r  of  rusearch at  the Centre of  Afr ican
Studies.  Thc aturck is  s imi lar  i : r  nature to othr . ' rs
cerr ied out  in thc rcgion lnd r . lh ich u 'ere proied
to be the work ol  the Sout l r  Alr ican s, . ' r . rc t  serv ice.
The at tack on Rut l r  l f i rs t  fo l lorvcd t l re murdcr or
r t t c rnp ted  rnu rde r  o f  l c . rd ing  mcmbers  a r id  rep rc -
scn tu t i ves  o f  i l t c  A t r i ca t r  Na t i , rn . r l  Congress  i l r
So r r ( l '  A t ' r r cu .  Z i rnbubu ,e .  Su : r : r . l . r l t d .  Lcso th . r .
Zurnbur . rnd l int l in .  Thc l \ laputo univcls i t l ,  where
sl tc w". ts rnurdt ' red w3S nanlr ' ( l  . r l ' , f  er  orro l l ter  $ei i t
l cader  o l '  A t r i ca ' s  L ibc ra t i o r :  n ) , . i cn i c r r l .  l - dua rdo
Llondlanc rvho u 'as muidcrcd in s i r r i i l :u  c i rcu:1.
st i in \  L 's  bv a par- 'u l  bornb i r t  
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[ ) . . r r - r ' r -S r l . ra t r  i n  l ' eb rua ry '  I  969 .

Bom in Johannesburg.  Ruth Fhst .  as a student
of social science at Wit*'atcrsrand University was
among the handful of whites who helped the Af-
rican Mtneworkets' Union to (\rganise the great
strike of 1945. Errading the police with exbaordin-
zuy cour3gc, she would drive African Enion work-
ers late at night out to the mine compounds, help
to distribute lcaflets and return to the city for the
next round. The strike was vlolcntly crushed by
the authonties and when they arrested the enrire
local comnrittee of the Comlnunist Part)', Ruth
became i ts  act ing secretary and ior  l7 ycers sub-
sequentiy she pleyed xn outstanding pa:t as a
;ournahst in exposing the evils of apartheid. On
thc journal  New Age and other ncwspapers she
helped disclosc the scand:l of the neo-slavery
of  thc Bethal  farms and became an author i tv

on African labour conditions. in the ntines and in
the towns and in the rural  arels as wel .

Her husband Joe Slovo was at  the ssnte t ime
plal,ing an outstanding part as a larrl 'cr defending
the v ict ims of  aparthcid.  Af tcr  working on the
Guardian,  Clar ion and New Age. she was edi tcr
for nine years of the magazine Fighting Talk and
was, lvith her husband, arnong the 156 arror(ed
people accuscd in the no tor ious t reeso) t r ia l
staged by l i re ap.utheid regirne in l9-<^ and acqui t -
l ed  whe l  the  t rn l  ended  in  l 96 l  Ru th  t t ' as  aga in
arrested in iohanncsburg in Augusl .  1963. Af ter
I  l7 dars in sol i tary conl-rnement she was expel lcd
from hcr native land by tJre regirne and carne with
hcr rh i idren to Londcn where they l ived for  some
years and where she pl ryeC an outstanding part  in
thc Ant i - r lparthcid moven:rent ,  contrnuing her
f reedom f ight  tbr  her country.  l {er  *ar ing account
a l '  the psy chological  tor tu;e to wir ich she was
sr ib jecteC dur ing those 117 d:ys was to ld in a
Penguin ' *h ich.  brought the real i ty  t ; f  the regime
h , rme to  te : : s  o l  t housands  o f  pcop i t ' .  I n  1966
Ruth asreed to rc- l ive those
hiurowing hours an. l  d i r l 's  in a tc levis ion pro-
sr lmme *hich tave sonre idea ot  how sl tc  l tad
r, i ' r !hstood the nrenla i  r ( l r ture of  hcr  Gestapo-
type in ierrog:r i ion-  ' l iver ]  orre cr l ;ks soone:
o r  l a l c r . ' t ' n e  o f  t h e  p c l i c e  t h u g s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g
hcr boasicJ t . ,ne day.  ' l ts  our lob to f ind the crack-
ing p<-r in l .  Wel l  f ind yours tc. ro. '  But  t l tc 'y '  never
fo r rnd  Ru ' . ; r  F i r s t ' s ,  maybe  becaur  s i :e  d idn ' t  l i ave
one. Thc:r  thcy '  p layed cat-and- jnou. ie u i th h ' : r ,
* l : r '  : l r c  u l l u  - r i . r t ' . : . j  c rue l t v  o f  t e l l i ne  hc r  she  was
g,ring to be relcasr.d. At one stage *re rvas actual-
ly  on t l tc  way out  of  p: ison and going to te lc-

,phone  l i r r  l am i l y ,  when  a  de tec t i vc  s tepped  up  to
h r r  and  sa id : ' J  us t  a  m inu te  . . .  : rno the r  pe r io i i  o f  90
drvs. '  I t  was dur ing the per iod that  fo l lowed that

rhe . vent througir-lrf liercest ordeat. our rnc
fought back. Thc full story of that fight will one
day be told in all its heroism, the story of a com-
rade who loved li1s, whose humour never failed
in the direst of situations, *hqlc bhote life was
Cevoted to tJre cause of Afrlca's fieedom.
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