
and f r ightened the As ian bus iness
community. [n the past two years,
b l a c k m a r k e t e e r i n s  h a s  b e c o m e
epidernic. As food his become short,
due to  the war  and drought ,  the
Government has been under heavy
pressure to take stronger measures.

Naby's sentence brought a number of
appeals for clemency. part icularly from
Islamic countr ies and from the Islamic
community in Mozambique. Naby's
crime was not a canitaloffence when he
was arrested, and he was executed under
a law passed while he was in gaol
await ing tr ial .  He was tr ied in secret.

Speaking at the public execution, the
mayor of iv{aputo, Mr, Gaspar Zimba,
said that those who asked for clemency
were "asking us to accept passively
terror, robbery, and blackmarketeering.
We reject categorically this macabre
att i tude". NIr. Zimba's speech and the
execution were broadcast on the radio.
The Asian community controls more
than three-quarters of the wholesale and
retai l  trade in N{ozambique. But Frel imo
has tr ied not to make Naby's execution a
racial issue. I t  is unclear how the Asian
business community wil l  respond to the
execution, but there were str ikes by
private traders in 1977 and 1979, and
such a str ike is possible now.

The reintroduction of f logging has
produced a cautious reaction. I t  was one
of the most hated forms of colonial
punishment. Off icials repeatedly say
that Frelirno flogging is different from
colonial flogging because "it serves the
people and not the oppressors".
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crackdown on crime tS lS lgg
The execution of six men in publ ic on
Apri l  9th and the f loggings in Quelimane
of tu,o stevedores for theft reflect the
serious decl ine of law and order in
Mozambique.

The Fre l imo Government  re iected
international appeals for clemency, and
the executions bring to at least 18 the
number of people put to death so far
th is  year .

Two of those executed by f ir ing squad
had ki l led a7?-year-old baker during an
armed robbery. Two others had been
members  o f  t he  an t i -Gove rnmen t
M o z a m b i q u e  N a t i o n a l  R e s i s t a n c e
(hti \ iR; and had burned people al ive in
buses.

The other two had committed economic
crimes. Jose Manderero was a train
driver who in January this year stopped
his train during the night and sold off
part of the cargo of sugar. I{e had been
gaoled for an identical cr ime two years
before.

The sixth man was Goolam Nabv. a
3l-year-old Maputo businessman who
had suborned a customs post and
s m u g g l e d  t r u c k l o a d s  o f  p r a w n s ,
Mozarnbique's most important earner of
foreign exchange.

As ian Communi ty  Wary

The death sentence on Naby shocked


