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MOZAMBIQUE: " Legalists"' challenge

Presldent Joaqulm Chüssano's announcement oJ a unanlmous
uote bg the FRELIMO polltburo on Julg 31,Jor the tntroductlon oJ a multl-
partA sgstem tnto the fuhtre Constltutlon oJ Mozamblque marks a utctoltt
.for the partu's "Leqallsts". In the past three months, the debate on the
Constltutlon brought to ltght thís current. ResponslbleJor partA tdeologg,
José Rebelo, and Magor oJ Belra, Teíxera ManJamoJor example, openlg
proclalmed thetr supportfor polltlcal plurallsm. But other partg offlclals,
such as the Dlrector of the Central Dtulslon oJ Mozamblcan Ratlwags,
Gabríel Mabunde., were lnJauour oJ maintaínlng the one-partg sgstem.

From the polnt oJ ulew of the "Legaltsts", who do not belíeue that the
RENAMO wlll be beaten bg mtlltarg utctorg, the last resoftJor preuerúlng
a future qeneral electlon from deqeneratlnq lnto a danqerous (for the
FRELIMOI duel, would be to rapldlg ínstaÍÍ a multl-partg system.
Moreouer, In hts Julg 31 speech, Presldent ChÍssano u)as expllctt ln
sagtng thqt the RENAÌvÍO u)a.s "onlg one oJ the groups" lnterested. ín thts
reJorm, and thot there were others. He dtd not rule out the posstbllltg
that the FRBLIMO could, tn the Juture, make a "polltlcal alltance" wlth
other groups. For months nou), he has been encoura.gtng opponents
ushtch do not ldentlfg tulth the RENAÌrIO, to formaltse -thelr stance.
Accordlngly, Maputo wa"s less negaüue than the RENAMO about the
Intlatlues taken bg the "Cologne Group", whlch, on seueral occaslons.
gathered Mozamblcan opposltlon mouements and opponents Ín thüs West
German cltg íION N'433). The Prestderú has also encourqqed,
lndependent contrlbuttons to the Constttuttonal debate. He asked extled
Mozambtcanlatuger, DomíngosÁrouce., to send hÍm hÍs ldeas. He sent
the Presldent a Constltutlon proJect enutsagíng expllctt recognítlon oJ
multl-partg polltlcs, decentrallsqtlon oJ State bod.tes, relryforced potuers_f'or
the Parllament and assurance oJ legal lndependence. Mr Chbsono is
saíd to haue recelued hÍs suggest{óns Jauourablg o,nd Mr Arouca is
expected ln Maputo soon to meet the Prestdent.

Vta a spokes mo'n ln Llsbon, Ceser Frcnk, the RENAMO reacted to
the declslon oJ the FRELIMO's polltburo onAugusú t u.rÍth a reminder that
poltttcal opening should result from "e.n accord in the presence oJ both
partles." a.nd notJrom a unllateral declslon. "AnA global accord tnchtdtng
plurallsm, constÍtutlonal reulslon and the calllng oJ electlons rnust flrst be
düscussed bA both parttes ln Rome durlng the second round oJ talks
scheduledJor the end oJ thts week or the beglnntng of nert," he added..

Relínqulshlnq the one-oartu sttstem wtII stt|I haue to be IeqaIIu
ratlíled beJore lt can become realltg. The FRELIMO's Cerúral Cornmlttee
has to come to a. declston ln the next two months. Then, the Nattona.I
Assemblg tulll haue to deba.te the questlon, probablg touards the end oJ
the gear. Howeuer, tt ls ortlg tn 1991 that plurq.ltstíc prestdenttol and
general electlons can Jeaslblg be held. But beJore the tuso belltgerents
haue to come to a conclustbue cease-Jlre agreement.


