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Holds New Conference, Departs
M80508185788 Maputo in English to Southern Alricq
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[Text] President Roben Mugabe of Zimbabwe said in
Maputo  th rs  a f le rnoon lha t  the  secun ly  s i tua l ion  in
Mozambique is fasl returning to normal. The Zimba-
bwean leader was speaking al a press conference al lhe
end of his 3-day state visit to Mozambique. Mr Mugabe
said he had come to establish how much progress has
been made in bringing greater security and peace to
Mozambique as both countries have operated as pan-
ners against South Africa's apanheid agents. He said he
was very glad and impressed by (he fact that the security
situation was fast relurning lo normal.

Mr Mugabe said there was greater peace now lhan 3
years ago in Maputo and olher provinces. He said he had
also noticed that the people of Mozambique, as before,
fully backed rhe Frelimo Pany and the government.
This, Mr Mugabe said, was a happy feature as the
relalionship between the people and Frelimo was created
by lhe slruSgle for l iberation.

In his press slalemenl, Mr Mugabe also spoke well of
what he said were slrides Mozambique was beginning lo
make in recovering its economy. He said he and his
delegalion had seen many projects which speak ofdyna-
mism in the country's economic thrusl. He expressed the
hope that these altempls wil l continue to be made across
the board, as the security situalion improves, to bring
about dynamism in agriculture and industrial produc-
t ion .

Presidenl Mugabe praised his Mozambican counterpan,
Joaquim Chissano, and lhe Frelimo Pany for holding the
Mozambican people together in unity after the tragic
death  o fSamora  Mache l  in  1986

Asked whether during his talks with President Chissno,
the question of the security of the Limpopo railway l ine
was discussed, Presidenl Mugabe said both counlries
wanted the l ine to i lnction. Jointly, we wil l mdke sure
that sufficienl security is provided 10 make the Limpopo
line function the way we want to see il funclion, Pr€si-
dent Mugabc said.

Asked to comment on this week's proposals by South
Africa's foreign minister, Roelof Botha, on the current
peace talks on Angola and Namibia, President Mugabe
had this to say:

IBegin Mugabe recording] If, in fact, it is the true
posil ion Soulh Africa is putring, I would want to say tl rs
regretlable fisl ly. It is made contrary to the understand-
ing that nolhing should be published lhat is subject to
discussion at lhL'conference, and sccondly that ther€ are
new elements whrch did not appear in the first original
proposalFthose points whtch lhey agrecd up(,n in

America. Therefore i l is a strange package, extremely
strange and quite surprising to some of us. But again,
Bolha is a strange and surprising person. [end recording]


