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JOHANNF'ISBURG.
M O Z A M B T Q U E  h A S
blamed Rhodesia for tJre
recent flood disaster in
the Zambezl Province'
n"Aio Mozambique said
the sluice gates at Kariba
óam w".e suddenìY oPened
without warning.

The broadcast' monl-
tored here, said the tor-
rent of water relea,sed
from Kariba threatened to
*ptr"" the walls of
Cabora Bassa Dam fur'
ther downstream.

f,The Cabora Bassa
technicians had no alter-
n"ative but to open -the
dam's sluice gates, - when
the Zambezi was alreaoy
in 

-flood, 
and this resulted

in a disaster without Pre-
cedeDt," the radiq station
said.- 

The floods left thou-
sands of PeoPle homeless'- 

In SaüSbuiy, a sPokes-
man for the Central Afri-
can Power CorPoration
denied Radio Mozam'
bioue's claim, saYing that
thê eorporation gave "ade-
quate 

-notice 
to Cabora

Éas"a of its lntentiou to
open the flood gates this
seasoÃ".

This was ln accordance
wtth usual Practice, and
the corPoration was in
contact witn tne authori-
ties of tÌre Moza,mbique
dam "at all times", a
siatement' said.

It was not Posslblq to
avoid sPilting-malnlY re'
stricted to three galgs-
because of the exception'

ally high rains in the
miãdle and lower catch-
ment areas of the Zar,n'
bezi River, as well as the
high inflow of water into
Kariba-

Restricting the outflow
to three of the six gates
at Kariba-holding back
about 10 000 million cubio
metres of floodwater .-
had reduced the degree of
flooding that qould have
occurrú "tg the beneflt
of those dow4qtream".

The floodwater from
Kariba accounted for onlY
40 percent gf the inflow
into Cabora Bassa lake.

It added that the levels
at lrake Kariba úere still
'ívefy high" and that the
flow- over \,rictoria X'alls
wag above average. Con-
tinued gpiüing would be
necessarY until about the
middle of the Year.

BODIES
O Radio Mozambtque also
reported that 100 bodies
of- miners killed ün an ex-
plosion at the Moatlze
õoal mlne, Tete Province'
late last Year had been
recovered bY East Ger'
man teehnieians.

The bodies were recov'
ered after water had been
pumped from flooded areas
of the mlne.

The Moatize mlne ls
stiU working at onlY 30
Dercent caPácitY and the
iadio station rePorted the
East, German exPerts had
been brought in to helP
the Mozambique Mines
Department to tmPove
safetY.


