
South Africa is a racist problem not a
capitalist-socialist one say Soviets
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WasHrNcroN/ As news of
the visit to South Africa
Iast week by the Soviet
deputy foreign minister
emerged, a group of So-
viet academics touring
the US said that the
South African problem
should be seen as one of
racism, not of capital ism
versus social ism.
The academics were in-
vited by the American
Friends Service Commit-
tee, a Quaker non-profit
organisation, to attend a
week- long seminar  wi th
t h e i r  U S  c o l l e a g u e s ,
writes a correspondent.
They were speaking as
depuLy foreign minister
Anatoli Adamishin said
in Moscow that the So-
viet Union would not
restore diplomatic l inks
with South Africa - bro-
ken off in 1956 - urrtil
a p a r t h e i d  w a s  d i s -
mantled. Adamishin re-
portedly flew to Johan-
nesburg, and was taken
on a tour of the Pretoria
Witwatersrand inc lus-
tr ial  area by hel icoJrter.
At  a Washing[on press
conference on Wedrres-
duy Vladimir Kokorev,
from the Soviet Institute
for African studies, said:
"We don't want to see it
as an East-West problem
or a capital ist-social ist
problem but  only  in
terms of a racism prob-
lem."'l 'he academics said So-
viet foreign policy recog-
nised the need to see
beyond'black and white
issues"  and f ind new
ways of changing the
situation in South Afr ica.
The l iberat ion move-
ment  had to f ind a l l ies in
the white communitv.
Al l  sides must talk [o
have a constructive po-
l i t i ca l  d ia logue ,  they
said.
Leonid Fituni,  a senior
off icial in the inst i tute.
sa id he would persorra l ly
prefer a "Zimbabwe-like
solut ion."

'oThere is a real isat ion
that we can't be dogmatic
in our approach because
that will lead to further
polarisation in South Af-
r ica,"  he said.
The  scho la rs  s t ressed
th at th e Soviet Union st, i l l
supports the African Na-
t ional Congress as the
most  representat ive and
respectable group and
wil l  continue to give i t
mi l i tarv  a id.
"I t  is ir i rpossible for us to
recognise the apartheid
regime or  h ave d ip lomat ic
re lat ions wi th i t  as some
Western media reports
have suggested,"  sa id
Kokorev.
The ear l ier  Soviet  ap-
proach towards Southern
Africa had been "very
abstract", but now the
Sovie[  Union is  Lry ing to
bc "more s1lec i f ic"  i t r  i ts
pol icy. Sovief ofTicials are
talking to white South
Af r i can  s  rvho  oppose
aparbheid and "this aim
does not  contradic t  the
a im o f  the  l i be ra t ion
m  o v e m e n  t , "  K o k o r e v
said.
Under Pres ident  Nl ikhai l
Gorbach ev's glasnost and
perestroika, the Soviet
Union is trying to adopt a

pol icy of "non-interfer-
e n c e "  i n  p o l i t i c a l
struggles in other coun-
tr ies. "The international
comunity must avoid any
kind of interference n
South Afr ica. We must
not  inrpose anyth ing f rom
outs ide,"  he added.
When asked about the
situation in Namibia, the
Soviets said they were not
able to  form impressions
because thev had been in
the US for 

-the 
past ten

days and reading only
Western reports. I lut
F i tun i  expla ined the So-
viet vote in the l lni ted
Nations in support of the
reduction of UN forces in
Namib ia  by  po inL ing  to
shr ink ing  Sov ie t  [o re ign
currency reserves.
Kokopev cri t ici  serl  Frorr t-
l ine States for  indulg ing
in  "a  comp lex  in te l l ec fua l
game" and not  tak ing care
of  domest ic  problerns.
' ' lhey have real prol l lems
of  economic development
and rebui ld ing.  Mozam-
bique has the problem of
hunger. They (frontl ine
government,s) try to use
socia l is t  s logans for  the i r
own gains,"  he said.
Meanwhile, a staternent,
re leased bv the Pres id-

As news of the first high-level visit to
South Africa in decades sank in, Soviet

acadentics described their fornrer
approach as "very abstract". Now the

Soviet Union is trying to be "more
specific" in its policy

ium of the Soviet Afro-
Asian Solidari ty Commit-
t,ee has re.iected reports
t lrat Sovict support for
the ANC is decl ining.
"The  Sov ie t  Repub l i c
views with deep concern
the campaign recent ly
mounted in the Western,
especial ly Bri t ish, mass
media directed at discred-
it ing the tradit ional sup-
port of the Soviet Union
for the liberation move-
rnent in South Africa," the
st.atement said.
Statenrents of Soviet aca-
r lcrn ics arrd publ ic  f igures
had becn distorted "to
drive a wedge through the
tradit ional ly fr iendly re-
l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e
LISSR and the ANC."' l ' h  e  commi t tee  rea f -
f i rmed iLs "unfa i l ing so l i -
dari lv with the South
Africhn liberation move-
ment , led by the ANC, and
its recognit ion of the l ib-
erat ion movement's r ight
to choose the necessary
l n e a n s ,  i r r c l u d i n g  t h e
armed struggle, to attain
ihe eradication of apart-
hc ic l . "
I f  conf i rmed i ts  readiness
to clevelop relat ions with
all groups in the country
opposed to apartheid. The
recent visi t  by leaders of
the Unit,ed l)emocratic
Front, and the forthcom-
ing tr ip to the Soviet Un-
iorr by a delegation from
the I i rsL i tu te lor  a Demo-
c r a t i c  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,
should be seen in this
l ight.
And a jo in t  communique
bcl.rveen t,he ANC and the
colnnri t , i .ce after a visi t  by
arr ANC delegation led by
secretary-general Alfred
Nzo,  re i terated both
groups' preference for a
pol i t ica l  so lut ion.
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y
pointed out  that  " the
South Afr ican people is
ful ly enti t led to choose i ts
own wi lys and means of
s t r t r g g l e ,  i n c l u d i n g
arnrecl struggle."
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