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THE once high-flying 'r+'hite president' of Bophuthatswan4
Shabtai Kalmanouitch, is st i l l  making news cvcn rn
prison whcrc he rs servrrg a 9-year sentencc for spving for the
Soviet Union (A-frica Analysis, passim). ln earll' Ma1', he
divorced his w' i fc of 14 r 'ears, Tania. in aTel Aviv Rabbinicai
coun. On 6 June, Amram Vaknin, lhe warden of Kfar Yona
prison, whcre Kalmanowitch is sen'ing his senlencc, was
arrested on suspicion of accepting bribes to allow Kalmanow-
itch to 'entcnain young \\'omen in his cell'.

The Lithuanian-born Kaimanowitch's path from
Bophuthatswana to Kfar Yona went tlLrough Sierra Leone,
*,here, through his Liat compan)' ,  he was involved in agricul-
rure as well  as diamonds and gold. ln Ma1, 1987, Kalmanow-
itch was arrested in L,ondon at tre request of US authorities,
who wanled to try him ior forging S2m wortlr of cheques on
an accoun! ar fie Nonh Carolina National Bank.

It was after his arraignmcnt on thesc charges in North
Carolina and his reiease on bail that Israel seized Kalmarow-
itch for espionage; but his secret trial raised considcrable
doubt about his gui l t .


