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lnternatlonal
outlook By So l  W.  Sanders

Russia's mastermind Íor
southern AÍrica strategy

The Soviet  Anrbassar lor  to ZamÌr ia,  Vasi l i i  Gr ieorevich Soìo-
dovnikov,  is  having his 62nd bi r thday in l ,usaka in ear ly
March-and he has plenty to celebrate.  The recent ly  nego-
t iated deal  for  Soviet  arnrs for  Zambia (RW-ì! lar .  l0) ,  p lus
the strong possib i l i ty  that  lhe gtrerr i l la  lear lers rvhonr the
Sovicts have support .er l  rv i l l  hold on to porver in neighhor ing
Zimbabrve l ìhodesia,  áìre ar Í IuInents that .  the t lkra in ian scho-
lar 's  st raLegy for  Soviet 'donr inat ion of  southern Afr ica is
w inn ing .

Sincr:  h is arr ival  in Lusaka i r r  l Í )7t ì ,  Solor lovnikor ' ,  r r 'ho is
p rob : t l l l . v  I  h igh - r : r r r k in11  t r t t ' t t t l r c t '  o l '  I  h l  x r : t t ,  t l r r ,  Sov ic t  scc r r ' l
po l i< ' r , ,  l t : t s  p rovc r l  l t i r r t s r ' l f : t s  r ' Í [ t , t ' t i t ' t , : r t t  o l r r , r i t t r l r  l t s : r  l l t cu -
r t ' t i < : i l r t t .  On t '  t ' xa tnp le  o f  h i s  t l i p lon r : t t . i c  sk i l l  i s  the  invo lve -
rnent ,  of  rat ì ical  l raq (bclow')- in the arrns r leal  he has nego-
t iated rv i th Zanrbian Presir ìcnt  Kenneth Kzrunt ìa.  oÌ ìce a
st .aunch ant i -Oornnturr is l . .  Ìnt t1 i  p i lo ls ar t r l  grounrì  crc\ \ 's  Í ì r ( Ì
a l rea r l y  a r r i v ing  in  l , r r saka  lo  l r t ' g in  t ra in ing  Zanr l r i ans  fo r  a
s rna l l  Í ì ee t  o f  N I i ( l  2 l s ,  r vh i ch  K lun r la  i s  1 r : t f i ng  fo r  w i th
cobalt.
Few readers. Solodovnikov, an econorrrist br,' profession antl
former d i recLor of  the prest ig ious Âfr ica Inst i t .u le of  the
U.S.S. l ì .  Acarìemy of  Sciences,  u 'as tht '  Russian oí ì ìc ia l  most
instnrmental  in turning Ìv loscou' 's  Afr ica pol icr '  arount l  in  the

ì  late l9{ ì0s.  Ì l lorc 1rr : rct ical  than his i r lcological  pret l t ' r :essor at
the inst i t .ute,  Iv : rn I )otekhin.  Solrx lovnikov has argucr l  t l t : r t
Afr ieans'  t radi t ior ta l  vrr l t tes are breaking dorvn,  thrrs a l lou ' f ; rg
the i r  rnob i l i za t i on  in  thc  c : r t t s t ' o f  t ' o t t t n t t t t t i s t t t .  A t t r l  i n  l r  l l ) 70
lrook,  * ' l r ic l t  got  r r tvc r l r ' ì r ' r rs  in o l ì ì t : ia l  Mttst : t tn '  ot 'g l tns,  ht '
argutrl for :r rrrore aggt'r:ssivt' poÌir:y of t:xploiting West.ern
weakness in Afr ica.  I ì is  , l 'o l i / icnl  Pur l ies oJ 'A1i ' ica.  is  consir l -
ered "a l l r imer for  sul tvers ion".

l )ur ing Soviet  l ' res i t l t 'n t  Nikola i  l 'o t lgornl"s v is i t  to Zant l r ia
in March,  1977, Solor lovnik,rv u ' : ts  a l r le lo arra l tgc a nreet . ing

.  t retrveen kcl '  I ìussians ant l  l t 'ur lcrs of  the sout l tern Afr i< 'an
revolut ionarv nìovcnÌcnts.  l 'he l l t rss ians incl t r t ìet l  thr :  gt 'neral

i responsible for delivery of u'ea1tt-rtts to guerril la grotrJrs. 'Ihe

guerr i l las t .hentselves inclut ìer ì  Joshtur  Nkot t to ant l  l Ì r t lx ' r t
Mrrg;r l r , . ,  w'ork i r rg sr '1xtr : t te ly at  t  Ì rat  I  i t t t t  lo  rk 's t , roy l . l tc
f r l r r r r t ' r  rvhi l . r r - r lo ln inut t ' t l  governtr tct t t  in  Sal is l rur .y.  ' l ' l tey : r lso

' inc lur l t : t ì  S:rrn Nujona,  the leadcr of  the Sotr lhu 'ost  Afr i<:a
I 'eople 's Organìzat ion.  rvhi t :h is  st i Ì l  waging r l 'ar  against
Pretor ia for  contr t , l  of  that  terr i t .ory,  p l r rs a represent: r t ive of

South Afr ica 's orvt t  l t t t tnt ' r l  Âfr ic l t  Ni l t ion:r l  ( 'ongrt 'ss.

Low prof i le.  I l .  rv : ts  Solot l r tvr t ik t l r "s i t l l t - rvct t l io t l  t l tat  Ì re l l rc t l  l . t r
p:r tch togct l t t r r  a tcnt l )or : ì ry a l l ian<' t '  betu 'ccn lhe l .wo ar t t i -

Sal isbury guerr i l la  arnt ics-  l t r r r l  Mrtg: the rv i ì l  norv : tp lxrr t 'n t , l .y
r :ontro l  l .ht '  nt 'w govt ' rnt t t t t l t t  of  Z i r r t l l : rbu ' r '  l Ì ,hork 's i l r .

Solor lovnikov t t t l in t . : t ins a lorv prol ì le in Luslrka wi lh a

I ìussiat t  tn iss i r tn th:r t ,  consi t lcr i t lg  i t .  ru l ìs  Soviet  Jrol icy
t l t roug l to t t t  l r l l  o f  so t t t l r e rn  Â f r i c l r ,  i s  r t ' l : r t i ç r ' 11 ' s t t re l l '  I Ì r r t  i t

has Ìx ' r 'n  exl r t 'n t t ' Ìy  st t t 'cessf t t l .  I lc  can also t : r l te cr t ' t ì i t  for

c l lxrn ' i l tg otr t  t l t t '  ( lh inest  ( lont t t t t t r t is t .  in t ì t r t 'n t 'c  Ihat  rvts once
proln inent  in Lusaka,  ant l  for  r t ' t ìuc ing i l .  in  othcr  nerv l f  inde-
penrìent  Afr icen regimes anr l  gt lerr i Ì la  organiz,at ions- I


