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LUSAli,\, Zambia-The {ortressllke
ioviet embassy here has become ttre
nerve center for guerrilla operatlons
against Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and South
West Africa (Namibia), undermirung
persistent Western hopes that Zambia's
President Kenneth Kaunda would be-
come the peacemaking moderate for
southern AJrica.

Behind the embassY's high, heavily
guarded walls, a short walk from the
Zambian foreign ministry, Ambassador
Vasily Solodovnikov is intimately in-
volved b training, supplying and even
deploying guerrillas. Moreover, old dip-
lomatic hands see him doing his best to
scuttle western efforts for negotiated
settlements in Rhodesia and Namibia.
For ttle Kremlin to cash in on its heavy
investment, the guerrillas must wrD; a
genuine free election might well instau
a non-guerrilla government.

The Soviet aim thus conflicts vith
oopular sentiment in Zambia. posibly
ihared at heart by Kaunda himseif, for
a quick. negotiated peace in Rhodesia-
Nevertheless, Kaunda publicly takes
the hard li-oe and maY be trapPed in
posltions not in his nation's best rnter-
est. Having mounted the Russtan bear,
Kaunda cannot easily get off.

Solodovnikov has tmpressive creden-
tials. An expert at the Soviet AJrica in-
stitute with infimate links to the KGB,
he was architect of the Kremiin's suc'
cessful strategy for southern Ajrica.
But the pudgy, smiling Russian is no
KGB heaqf, frighteni.Dg off diplomattc
colleagues. Rather, he assures every-
body of his sincere best wishes tor the
AnsloAmerican lnttiative otr Rhodesta.

Veteran diplomab don't believe a
word of it. Soiodovnikov supervtsed the
quick buildup of Joshua Nkomo's new
3,000man guerrilla army based il Zam-
bia. Havhg put their moneY on this
new milibry factor, the last thing the
Russians want is a quick settlemenl.

lndeed, Solodovnitov has made Zam-
bia a hub of military actlvity. It is a
base for guerrilla ralds agaitst both
Rhodesir rnd the long sliver of South
West Alrlca caled tbe Crprivi stnp.
Aeroflot prllrertiger planee laad regu'
larly at Lusaka, ferryrng Nkomo's guer'
riilas to and from training in Angola.

But in typical Russian style' Sotodov-
nikov is no gracious guest. While using
Zambia as a base for military opera-
tions else$here, he rs not beyond lt-
tempting a little subversion here. Some
250 husiian techniciaDs, mainly leaeh-

ers. ate suspected by Zambian off ' r  ,als
of proselyt izing student ra(t icaLs
against Kaunda as an old fuddydtr i tdl '
u i th insuf f icient revolut ionary f ervtrr,

The matter surfaced when the t'; m
hian government accused a Not rstt
press representative (ttndoubtedl\ a
KGB mant of subversive activl t ies antl
told Solodovnikov there would be no
publicity if the agent rter€ quietly re-
turned home. The ambassador refu'ed.
T)re Zambian government then kicked
out the Novostr man, announclng lt ln a
brief item buried in Lusaka's govern-
ment+ontrolled newspapers.

The Novosti incident is seized t'oo'l
by Western diplomats as proof 'hat
Kaunda runs his own house, but il. ac'
tnally reveals Solodovnikov's arrogance
and Kaunda's caution. Certatnl-v,
Kaunda is no free agent capable of
tirrowing out the Russians in Egypttan-
Sudanese fashion. Besides reliance oa
Soviet arrns by the Zambian army (no\'v
deployed on the Rhodesian border),
Kaunda is constrained by fellow "front-
line'' states tl\Iozambique, Angola, Tar.-
zania) more radical than Zambia.

So, Kaunda's posture has hardened.
The agent for -{ngola's anti{ommunlst
Unita guernllas. backed by Kauncla tn
the Aneolan civil war, has been throrvn
out of Lusaka. Although Kaunda once
r:ondcnrned Cuban intervention tn An-
gola. he recently suggested Cuban
trooDs misbt be trsed in Rhodesta.

Kaunda's swltch from moderate to
hawkr.sh rhetorrc on l lhodesra ls at lr l-
buted by Western apologtsts to dislllu-
sionment over past failures in negotia-
tions. But beyond rhetoric, he smqie
hanoedly pushed the Airican summtt
meetrng rn Gabon lo a resoluuon
demanoinq a mliitary solution in Rhode-
s'a. Western drpiomats susp€ct a recent
editorial in the Zambia Daily MaiL criti-
cmng a sueg€sted British common-
wealtb peacekeepng force lor Rhode
sia, was wntten at the presidentlal
palace. Above all, Kaunda is as commlt-
ted to Nkomo's military force as are the
Russians.

Kaunda's miiitancy does not fit the
national mood, whrch greeted war posi-
ers slapped all over Lusaka with ennui.
Although depressed copper prices are
mainly responsrble for Zambia's eco-
nomic hard times, closing the border
with Rhodesia also hurt. Apart from
student radicals, Zambians would
rather spend money on Lusaka's
wretched shantytown slums than for
more Soviet mrliury hardware. Even
back-benchers in parliamen! are pr!
vately eool to the war effort.

Kaunda cannot change course tO sat-
isly pubtic opuuon. He will ride the Rus.
sran bcar uDtil Soviet-backed guernltas
take over Rhodesia Whether he dis-
mounts at that pomt, nearly zurrounded
by leftist neighbors, 15 56msthing Solo
dovnikov.will have mucb lo say aboul


