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The South African government claims that the Soviet Union poses a military threat in
Southern Africa. But Dr Victor Goncharov, a leading Soviet analyst on the region,
argues that Southern Africa is of limited strategic importance to either his country, or
the united states. HowARD BARRELL interviewed DrGon'c.,harov, deputydirectorof
the Institute of African Studies of the USSR Academy of Scieffi16,$, on Soviet policy in
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At the centre of the
Sov le t  Un ion 's  v i -ew o f
the  conf l i c t  in  Southern
Af r ica  ls  the  lns is tence
tha t  i t  must  be  seen as
a  ' l o g l c a l  p r o c e s s  o f
struggle between the
forces of national and
soc la l  l ibera t ion ,  f ron
the one slde, and the
fonces  o f  co lon ia l l sn ,
raci-sn and neo-colonla1-
i s r n ,  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r r .

Apartheid, in the vlew
of the Sovlet Unlon (and

tha t  o f  the  na jo r i t y  a t
the  Un i ted  Nat lons) ,  i s
a crime against hurnanl-ty
' ln  s t rugg le  aga lns t

which any neans are
leg i t lna ter

Apar the ld  i s  a lso  the  cent ra l  cause o f
the  reg lona l  c r l s ls .  And fo r  bo th  mora l
reasons ,  and in  te rns  o f  the  Len ln is t
v iew tha t  an t l -co lon ia l  na t iona l
l lbera t lon  s t rugg les  are  an  lnpor tan t
s tage ln  huroan i ty ts  p rogress ,  the  Sov ie t
Un lon  w111 render  ass ls tance,  inc lud lng
mi l l ta ry  a id ,  to  na t iona l  l lbera t ion
movements  and democra t lc  s ta tes  i .n  the
r e g l o n .

These bas ic  Sov ie t  pos i t ions  on  the

reg ion  were  recor -
ded by a leading
Sov ie t  ana lys t  on
Af r ica ,  Dr  V ic to r
Goncharov ,  in  a
paper  de l i vered  a t
a  recent  Harare
conference on  Sout -
hern  Af r i can  reg io -
na l  secur i - ty .  The
conference was jo i -

n t l y  hos ted  by  the  London-
babed In te rna t lona l  Ins t i -
tu te  fo r  S t ra teg ic  S tud ies
and the  Un ivers i ty  o f
Z imbabwets  depar tment  o f
po l i t i ca l  and admin is t ra -
t i v e  s t u d i e s .

The e labora t ion  o f
Sov ie t  po l l cy  in  the
reg ion  h lnges  on  these

f  our prem:lses.
In  h is  paper  Dr  Goncharov ,  deputy

d i rec to r  o f  the  Ins t i tu te  o f  A f r i can
Stud les  o f  the  USSR Academy o f  Sc iences ,
sa id  the  Sov ie t  Un ion  re jec ted  the
franework which holds that the regional
conf l i c t  i s  another  man i fes ta t ion  o f
super -pov /er  r i va l ry  rbe tween East  and
West  I  .

I t s  p resenta t ion  as  an  Eas t -West
conf l i c t  was  rac t ive ly  p ropagand. ised  by
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suppor te rs  o f  the  bankrupt  po l i cy  o f
"cons t ruc t lve  engagement "  be tween the
U S A  a n d  R S A ' .

' F o r  s o n e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U S A  i t  s e r v e s

as  a  p re tex t  fo r  in te r fe rence in  the
reg ion ,  g lv ing  f inanc ia l  and n l l i ta ry
a i d  t o  b a n d i t  f o r c e s  i n  A n g o l a '  .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  ' o f f e r s

t h e  P r e t o r i a  r e g i m e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o

s h i f t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  u n s e t t l e d
conf l i c t  to  the  two super -powers  and,
t h u s ,  t o  e x t e n d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e t .

THE MY:TH OF A SOVIET MILITARY THREAT

' B o t h  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  i n  P r e t o r i a
t h e y  f a n . . . t h e  n y t h  o f  a  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y
th rea t  to  sea rou tes  o f  the  West  a round
the  Cape o f  Good Hope,  and the  " to ta l

expans ion  o f  conmunism"  in  SouEhern
Af r ica  in  o rder  to  deny  the  West  access
t o  s t r a t e g i c  m i n e r a l s . .  A n d  a 1 l  t h e s e
measures  are  taken to  dec la re  tha t  th is
r e g i o n  i s  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  t h a t  P r e t o r i a
i s  i t s  h i s t o r l c a l  a 1 l y ' ,  D r  G o n c h a r o v
s a l d  i n  h i s  p a p e r .

T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t ,  a r g u e d
Goncharov  in  a  subsequent  in te rv iew.

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e
Sov ie t  Un ion  have min ima l  in te res ts  in
t h e  r e g i o n ,  a n d  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  i s  o f
v e r y  l i m i t e d  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  t o
e i t h e r  s u p e r - p o w e r .

Th is  v iew was shared by  Amer ican
a n a l y s t s  a t  t h e  H a r a r e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  o n e
of  whorn  s ta ted  thaL in  te rms o f  s t r l c t l y
n i l i ta ry  and economic  s t ra teg ic  th lnk ing
the  Southern  Af r i can  reg lon  ranked
t l o w e s t t  o f  a l - l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  f o r
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  w 1 l d  f a c t o r  f o r
Amer icans  was,  however ,  tha t  apar the ld
was a  mora l l y  and po l i t i ca l l y  evocat ive
i s s u e  w l t h i n  A m e r i c a n  d o m e s t i c  p o l l t l c s .

Goncharov 's  v iew was tha t ,  fo r  the
Sov ie t  Un lon ,  Southern  Af r i ca  ranked
a longs ide  the  Mldd le  Eas t  as  a  s t ra teg ic
f o r e i g n  p o l l c y  i s s u e  -  a f t e r  ' t h e

p r e v e n t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  w a r ,  t h e  s o c l a l l s t
c o u n t r l e s  o f  E u r o p e ,  t h e  U S A ,  C h i n a ,  a n d
t r {es te rn  Europe '  .

Goncharov  added thaE the  supposed
n i l i . ta ry /s t ra teg ic  impor tance o f  the
Cape sea rou te  was another  myth .

In  h is  paper ,  Goncharov  had remarked:
? E v e n  p e o p l e  n o t  p o s s e s s l n g  p r o f o u n d
ml l i ta ry  knowledge rea l i se  tha t  in  the
n u c l e a r  m i s s l l e  a g e ,  i f  t h e  T h l r d  W o r l d

War  breaks  ou t  i t  w111 have a  t rans len t
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charac ter .  I t s  ou tcone w i l l  no t  be  so
nuch dependent  on  regu la r  supp l les  o f
the  needed mlnera l  resources ,  as  i - t  was
dur ing  prev i ,ous  wor ld  wars .

' I n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  i d e a  o f
in te r rup t ing  goods t ra f f i c  a round the
s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  A f r l c a n  c o n t l n e n t ,
inc lud ing  o i l  supp l ies  f ro rn  the  Mldd le
East ,  has  become out  o f  da te  f rom
t h e  m i l l f a r y  p o l n t  o f  v l e w r .

THE ANC INOT AN ARM OF THE SOVIET UNIONI

In  the  i -n te rv iew,  Goncharov  scorned
the vj-ew that the ANC was the long arm
of  the  Sov ie t  Un lon ,  and tha t  the  USSR
was engaged ln  an  adventure  ln  Southern
A f r i c a .

r Y o u r  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l
l ibera t ion  s t rugg le  were  born  1n  South
Af r ica  be fore  the  Great  October
Soc la l l s t  Revo lu t ion .  The ANC was
c r e a t e d  l n  1 9 1 2 .  A n d  t h e  s o c i a l l s t
revo l -u t lon  took  p lace  in  Russ la  in  1917.
So the  seeds  o f  the  na t lona l  l ibera t lon
s t rugg le  were  sewn even be fore  the
S o v i e t  U n l o n  b e c a m e  t h e  p o w e r  i t  i s f .

The Sov le t  Un ion  had 'no  "v l ta l "

i n t e r e s t s r  1 n  t h e  r e g l o n ,  a n d  n o  d e s i r e
t o  r i n t e r r u p t  t h o s e  t r a d l t i o n a L  t i e s
between some count r ies  o f  Souther r r
A f r l ca  and some Western  powers .

tWhen I  say  tha t  we are  no t  go ing  to
l n f r l n g e  o n  s o r n e b o d y r s  i n t e r e s t s  a n d
tha t  we are  no t  go ing  to  in te r rup t
in te rnaElona l  t rade and econon lc
re la t lons ,  we are  pursu ing  our  own
l n t e r e s t s  a l s o .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e
cap i ta l l s t  wor ld  wh ich  su f fe rs  f ron  an
e c o n o m i c  c r i s l s .  T h e  s o c i a f i s t  w o r l d
a l - s o  s u f  f  e r s .

' I f  we th lnk  in  the  f ranework  o f  the
so-ca l led  "new po l i t i ca l  th lnk lng"  (1n

the  Sov le t  Un ion) ,  we shou ld  take  in to

account  the  g loba l -  p rob lems and the
g loba1 consequences  o f  our  behav lour  in

every  par t  o f  the  wor ld .  I  mean no t  on ly
the  Sov ie t  Un ion  bu t  every  count ry  in
the  in te rna t iona l  communi tv .

CO_OPERATION BETWEEN THE SUPER-POWERS?

t l n  o u r  v e r y
super -Powers
not only 1n
par ts  o f  the

cornp l i ca ted  wor ld ,  the  two
shou ld  avo ld  conf ron ta t i -on ,

S o u t h  A f r l c a ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r

w o r l d .  I f  w e  t a k e  a
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d l f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e r e  w i f l  b e  n o
s o l u t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e
w o r l d  b u t  i n  S o u t h  A f i c a  t o o r  ,  h e  s a i d .

I t  was  an  impor tan t  'methodo log ica l

p o l n t '  t o  f i g h t  a t t e m p t s  t o  g i v e  a n
E a s t - W e s t  c h a r a c t e r  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l
c r l s i s .

r I f  w e  s e e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e
f ranework  o f  con f ron ta t ion  be tween East
and West ,  we w i l l  depr ive  the  who le
in te rna t iona l  communl ty  o f  the i r  1ega1
r i g h t  t o  r e n d e r  a s s l s t a n c e  t o  n a t i o n a l
l l b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s ' ,  h e  s a i d  i n  t h e
l n t e r v i e w .

' N o w a d a y s ,  i t  i s  a c c e p t e d  i n  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t l o n s  t h a t  1 t  i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f
n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  a p a r t h e i d
sys tem is  a  c r ime aga ins t  humani ty ,  and
1n the  s t rugg le  aga ins t  th is  a l l  rneans
and ways  are  acceptab le ,  inc lud ing  armed
s t r u g g l e .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  j u s t i f i e s  t h e
r e n d e r l n g  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  n a t i o n a l
l i b e r a t i o n  f o r c e s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' .

The re la t i ve  d is in te res t  in  the  reg lon
on the  par t  o f  the  two super -powers
neant  the  ex is tence o f  cond i t lons
poten t ia l l y  enab l ing  Sov ie t -Amer ican
c o - o p e r a t i o n  o n  r e s o l v i n g  t h e  c r i s i s
b o t h  1 n  S o u t h  A f r l c a  a n d  t h e  r e g l o n .
But ,  in  the  v lew o f  bo th  Dr  Goncharov
and o thers  a t  the  conference,  th is  wou ld
b e  a  r e a l  p o s s l b i l l t y  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e
rep lacement  o f  Rona ld  Regan as  US
pres idenE by  soneone no t  push ing  a
xenophob lc  an t i -communis t  in te rna t iona l
l i n e .

Th ls  was perhaps  the  most  iu rpor tan t
po ln t  to  emerge a t  the  Harare
c o n f e r e n c e .

Goncharov  sa id  in  the  in te rv iew:  tWe

sa ld  a t  the  conference tha t  USA
ln teres ts  a re  n ln ima l  1n  the  reg ion ,
ours  a re  even less  ln  South  Af r l ca
l t s e l f .  T h a t  1 s  w h y ,  f r o m  m y  p o i n t  o f
v i e w ,  t h e r e  i s  a  b a s i s  f o r  c o - o p e r a t i o n
f o r  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a c c e p t a b l e
t o  e v e r y b o d y ,  t o  e a c h  s i d e .

'F rom ny  po in t  o f  v iew the  on ly
p o s s l b l e  s o l u t l o n  t o  t h e  c o n f l l c t  i n
Southern  Af r l ca  w111 be  w l th  the
par t l c lpa t lon  o f  the  who le  ln te rna t iona l
communl ty ,  lnc lud lng  the  b lg  powers .  And
tha t  l s  why  l t  1s  necessary  to  f ind
conmon approaches,  even fo r  the  Sov le t
Un lon  and fo r  the  USA to  se t t le  th ls
prob len .  Though L  am o f  the  op ln lon  tha t
they  shou ld  no t  d l rec t l y  in te r fe re  (by

send lng  1n  the l r  own ar roed fo rces)  1n
the  a f fa l rs  o f  the  reg lon .  I f  the  two
powers  ln te r fe re ,  there  w111 be
conf ron ta t lon  and even more  ser lous
a g g r a v a t i o n  l n  S o u t h  A f r l c a r .

He unders tood th is  was a l -so  the
o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  g o v e r n m e n t .

A t tempts  had a l ready  been nade to
d e v e l o p  a  j o i n t  a p p r o a c h  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  a n < i  B r i t a i n  o n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .

rWe have an  annua l  consu l ta t ion
between the  Sov ie t  Un ion  and the  Un i ted
S t a t e s ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n
D e p a r t u r e n t  a n d  ( U S  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y
o f  S t a t e  D r  C h e s t e r  C r o c k e r )  o r  o t h e r  U S
S t a t e  D e p a r t n e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  A n d  w e
have consu l ta t ions  on  the  Southern
Af r ican  prob lems.  The las t  one was w i th
A r m a c o s t  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  H e
w a s  i n  M o s c o w  t h i s  s p r i n g .

' T h e  U S  s a y  t h e y  a r e  f o r  a  p e a c e f u l
so lu t ion  1n  Southern  Af r i ca  and so  do
w e ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s
o n  h o w  t o  s e t t l e  i t ,  o n  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s .
T h e y  d i d n ' t  c h a n g e  t h e i r  p o s l t i o n  -  1 t
re roa ined as  i t  was .

I  B u t  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s  m a y  i n  f u t u r e
c r e a t e  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  c o l l e c t i v e  s e a r c h
f o r  a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  p r o b l e n .  A E  a n y
Ia te ,  we have a  mechan ism fo r
c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e
A m e r i c a n s  b u t  w l t h  t h e  B r i t l s h  a l s o .
( A s s i s t a n t  d e p u t y  s e c r e t a r y  o f  r h e
Fore ign  and Cornmonweal th  0 f f i ce)  Anthony
Reeve was head o f  the  de legat ion  wh ich
v is i ted  Moscow in  Mav fo r
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  I  .

ENDING DESTABILISATION IN THE REGION

Goncharov  cons idered tha t  fhe  repor t
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e r s
Adv isory  Commi t tee  on  South  Af r i ca ,
w h i c h  r e p o r t e d  t o  G e o r g e  S c h u l t z  e a r l l e r
t h i s  y e a r ,  c o u l d  f o r m  ' t h e  b a s i s  f o r
d i s c u s s i o n s '  b e t w e e n  t h e  s u p e r - p o w e r s  o n
the  reg iona l  c r i s is .  But  the  s t rong
ant l -apar the id  tenor  o f  the  repor t
d i f fe red  narked ly  f rom the  a t t i tude  o f
the  Reagan adn in is t ra t ion .

Goncharov  sa id  he  be l ieved the  Sov ie t
Un ion  had 'done every th ing  poss ib le  to
make the  so lu t lon  o f  the  conf l l c t
p o s s l b l e '  .

? D o n ' t  t a k e  1 t  a s  p r o p a g a n d a ,  b u t  1 t
i s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h l c h  i m p o s e d  s o -
ca11ed Cuban ' l i nkage '  ( the  demand tha t
Cuban t roops  f i rs t  be  w l thdrawn f ro rn
Ango la  be fore  se t t lement  o f  Namib ian
lndependence) ,  wh lch  has  no th ing  to  do
w i t h  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t .

Goncharov  cons ldered tha t  the  two
super -powers  cou ld  s ta r t  the l r
co-opera t ion  ln  reso lv lng  the  reg iona l
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c r l s i s  b y  j o l n t  e f f o r t s  i n  e n d l n g  S o u t h

A f r i c a n  d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .

I . lozarnb ique cou ld  be  the  f i rs t  a rena o f

th is  co-opera t ion .
I n  M o z a m b l q u e  ' t h e r e  a r e ,  f r o m  m Y

poln t  o f  v lew,  some spheres  and f le lds

o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n s '  ,  s a i d

Goncharov .  And he  po ln ted  to  Sov le t -
Amer ican co-opera t ion  in  re l iev ing  the
famine ln  E th lop ia  as  an  example  o f  the
k ind  o f  s ta r t  tha t  cou ld  be  made.

The famine in  Mozambique,  caused
large ly  by  Mozanb lque Nat iona l
Res is tance ( I 'O IR)  ac t iv l t y ,  i s  cur ren t ly

th rea ten ing  mi l l ions  o f  l i ves  in  the

c o u n t r y .
Co-opera t ion  aga ins t  South  Af r i can

destab i l i sa t ion  cou ld  1og lca11y  lead to
a  se t t lement  o f  Namib ian  independence.

r I f  we can f ind  some common approach,

t h e  p o s s l b i l i t y  m a y  a r i s e  f o r  a

se t t lement  o f  so-ca l led  Cuban " l inkage"

I f  the  th rea t  to  the  sovere ign ty  and

ter r i to r ia l  in tegr l t y  o f  Ango la
d i m i n l s h e s ,  t h e r e  w l 1 l  b e  p o s s i b i l i t l e s

o f  remov lng  Cuban t roops  f ro ro  Ango la .
? B u t  t h e  ( S o u t h  A f r i c a n )  r e g i n e  h a s

l o s t  i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y .  N e i t h e r  t h e
Ango lan  government ,  nor  the  Cubans can
make tha t  dec is ion  w i thout  guarantees .

And guarantees  can be  g iven on ly  by  the
in te rna t lona l  communl ty ,  by  the  Sov ie t
U n i o n  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

fAs  fa r  as  the  Namib ian  prob lem is

concerned,  the  dra f t  fo r  the  se t t lement

o f  the  Narnb lan  prob lem has  a l ready  been

drawn up in  the  f ramework  o f  the  Un l ted
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a n d  4 3 5 .  N o w  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  o n l y  t o

enforce  w i th  a1 l -  poss ib le  means these

r e s o l u t i o n s  |  .
Goncharov  thought  the  South  Af r i can

government  migh t  choose Namib la  as  i t s

f l r s t  l i n e  o f  r e t r e a t  -  t f l r s t  o f  a l l  t o

neet  the  demands o f  the  ln te rna t lona l

communi ty ,  naybe to  s top  d is lnves tment

or  in  o rder  to  ge t  new lnves tment ,  o r

they  cou ld  g ive  lndependence to  Namlb ia

ln  o rder  to  save the i r  pos i t ion  ins lde

S o u t h  A f r l c a  1 t s e l f  a n d  c a l n  t h e
p o p u l a t l o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' .

SOVIET SUPPORT FOR THE ANC

0 n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  1 t s e l f ,  G o n c h a r o v  s a l d

t h e  S o v i e t  U n l o n ' s  ' p r i n c l p l e  l i n e  a n d
p o s l t i o n  r e n a l n s  t h e  s a m e ' ,  n a m e l y

g lv lng  rn l l l ta ry  and o ther  suPPor t  to

the  ANC.

But  Sov ie t  mi l i ta ry  suppor t  to  the
A N C ,  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n
movement ,  depended on  the  prospec ts  o f
s u c h  a n  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e .

r l f  w e  t h l n k  t h a t  i t  i s  u s e l e s s ,  w e
w o n ' t  g i v e  a n y t h i r g t ,  G o n c h a r o v  s a i d .
Asked i f  the  Sov ie t  Un ion  was
cons ider ing  such a  w i thdrawal  o f
m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  A N C ,  h e  s a i d  i t
w a s  n o t .

T h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  d i d  n o t  s e e  i t  a s  i t s
task  to  d ic ta te  to  the  ANC on 1 ts
s t r a E e g y ,  t a c t i c s  o r  t h e  b a s i s  o n  w h i c h
1 t  s h o u l d  e n t e r  n e g o t l a t i o n s ,  i f  t h e
c h a n c e  f o r  p e a c e  t a l k s  a r o s e .

' B u t ,  i n  p r i n c i p l e  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e  c a n
g i v e  a  p i e c e  o f  a d v i c e  t o  o u r  c o m r a d e s
in  the  ANC.  But  i t  depends on  the
c o n c r e t e  s i t u t a t i o n :  I  m e a n  r e a s o n a b l e
a d v i c e '  .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  i t
became c lear  tha t  a  cont rovers ia l  paper

d e l i v e r e d  l a s t  y e a r  b y  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  S o v i e t  I n s t l t u t e  o f  A f r i c a n  S t u d i e s ,
G l , e b  S t a r u s h e n k o ,  d i d  n o t  r e f l e c t  e i t h e r
t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o r  t h o s e  o f
the  Sov le t  government .  The fac t  tha t  the
Ins t i tu te  1s  headed by  Anato ly  Gromyko,
s o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  w a s
among the  fac to rs  wh ich  prompted a
be l ie f  in  some quar te rs  tha t  S tarushenko
was te legraph ing  a  swi tch  in  Sov ie t
r e g l o n a l  p o l i c y .

S tarushenko had s t rong ly  a rgued a t  a
conference las t  year  tha t  the  ANC shou ld
g ive  the  wh i te  popu la t ion  co l lec t i ve
guarantees  and group r igh ts .  S tarushenko
proposed the  c rea t ion  o f  two chambers  o f
p a r l i a m e n t  i n  a  p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  s o c i e t y .
In  the  second chanber  co loureds ,
Ind ians ,  wh i tes  and Af r i cans  shoufd  each
have a  ve to  as  a  g roup.  S tarushenko was,
l n  f a c t ,  r e f l e c t i n g  o n l y  h i s  p e r s o n a l

v i e w s .
Goncharov  sa id  the  Sov ie ts  uphe ld  the

v lew tha t  r igh ts  shou ld  be  guaranteed on
a n  l n d l v l d u a l  b a s i s .

B u t  t h e  ' n e w  t h i n k i n g r  i n  t h e  S o v i e t
Un ion ,  wh lch  is  o f ten  persona l ised

around Cornmunis t  Par ty  Genera l  Secre tay
Mikha i l  Gorbachev,  meant  tha t  research

i n t o  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t l o n s  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t

w a s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  l n  a  l e s s  r d o g m a t i c t

w a y  a n d  l n  c l o s e r  t a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
p r e s e n t - d a y  r e a l i t l e s t  ,  a c c o r d l n g  t o

Goncharov .
' I  w o u l d n ' t  s a y  t h e r e  w l l l  b e  p r o f o u n d

changes.  Our  p r lnc ip le  l lne  and pos l t lon

r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e .  ( B u t )  t h e r e  m a y  b e

changes and d l f fe rences  1n  approach to

these prob lems.  Changes to  behave more

r e a l i s t l c a l l y ,  m o r e  f l e x l b l y ,  w l t h  e v e r y
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s i d e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  ( r e s o l u t i o n  o f
t h e )  c o n f l i c t  -  S o u t h  A f r i c a  1 t s e 1 f ,  t h e
f o r c e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  l l b r a t i o n ,  U n i E e d

S t a t e s ,  A n g o l a ,  B r i t a i n ,  e t c ;  n o t  t o
r e j e c t  w h o e v e r  a t  o n c e ,  b u t  t o  t a k e
every th ing  in to  account  and f ind  the
r i g h t  s o l u t i o n s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o
e v e r y b o d y '  .

B u t  t h e  t w o  m a i n  p a r t i e s  i n  a n y
negot la ted  se t t lement  wou ld  have to  be
the  South  Af r l can  government  and the
' f o r c e s  o f  n a t i o n a t r  l i b e r a t i o n ' .  T h e
rea l  compromise  wou ld  have to  be
a c h i e v e d  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o .

And the  Sov le t  Un ion  wou ld  l i ke  to  see
m o r e  ' f  l - e x i b  j . l i t y '  a n d  r o b  j e c t l v i t y '

f r o m  t t i e  A N C ,  l e s s  u s e  o f  r d o g n a t i c

fo rmula t ions  t  .
A s k e d  i f  S o v l e t - A m e r i c a n  h o s t i n g  o f  a

se t t l -enent  wou ld  no t  resu l t  in  each
s u p e r - p o w e r  b e i n g  e x p e c t e d  t o  r d e l i v e r '

e i ther  the  South  Af r i can  government  o r
the  ANC to  the  negot ia t ing  tab le  w i th
c e r t a i n  c o m p r o m i s e s  a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d
( s u c h  a s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  g r o u p  r i g h t s ) ,

Goncharov  responded:  'That  i s  what  they
( t h e  U n l t e d  S t a t e s )  a r e  s a y i n g  n o w :
"Te l l  your  ANC f r lends  to  g ive
guarantees  and we sha l l  se t t le  th is
t h l n g " .  B u t  w e  a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  d o  i t .
F i r s t  o f  a l l  b e c a u s e  w e  d o n r t  w a n t  t o
d ic ta te ,  and because we know the  ANC is
a g a i n s t  i t ,  a g a i n s t  g r o u p  g u a r a n t e e s '  .

NATIONAI LIBERATION AND SOCIAIISM

. fhe  Sov ie t  Un ion  endorsed the  ANC's
t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a .
' c o l o n i a l i s m  o f  a  s p e c l a l  t y p e ' .

G o n c h a r o v  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d l s t u r b e d  a t
w h a t  h e  d e t e c r e d  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  b y  s o n e
ANC members  to  'pu t  be fore  the  na t iona l
l ibera t ion  movement  now the  tasks  o f  the
s o c i a l l s t  r e v o l u t i o n l

Th is  w111 come as  a  surpr ise  to  many
A N C  m e m b e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A N C ' s  l e f t
c r i t i c s .

' F i r s t l y  i t  l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e t t l e  t h e
prob lenns  o f  the  l - ibera t ion  s t rugg le ,  and
t h e n  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  o f  t h e
s o c l a l -  r e v o l u t l o n  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  I f

t h e y  w i l l  i n s i s t  o n  p u t t i n g  f o r w a r d  t h e
l d e a s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t
r e v o l u t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e
p r o b l e m s  o f  n a t i o n a l -  l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e y
w i l l  l o s e  t h e i r  a l - l i e s  i n  t h e
p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  l o s e  p o t e n t i a l

a l l i e s ' ,  s a i d  G o n c h a r e v .
t  I  c a n n o t  g i v e  c o n c r e t e  e x a r n p l e s ,  b u t ,

f rom my po in t  o f  v iew I  have such an
i m p r e s s i o n  f r o m  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e n .
I t  i s  a  so-ca . l - led  < l i sease 1n  the
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e .  L e n i n  c a l l e d  i t
a n  " i n f a n t i l e  d i s o r d e r " '  .

G o n c h a r o v  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n
t h a t  t h e  ' s e e d s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t
r e v o l u t i o n  c a n  b e  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e
n a t i o n a l  d e r n o c r a t i c  p h a s e .

' I  d o n ' t  s a y  C h e y  s h o u l d  s t o p
s o c l a l i s t  p r o p a g a n d a ,  n o t  a t  a l l .  B u t  a t
t h i s  s t a g e ,  t h e  s t r e s s  s h o u l d  b e  o n
prob leurs  o f  the  na t iona l  l iberaE ion
s t r u g g l e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e y  s h o u l d
prepare  fo  sow the  seeds  o f  the
s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  I f  t h e  A N C  s t o o s
s o c i a l i s t  p r o p a g a n d a ,  i t  w i l l  n o t
a c h i e v e  a n y t h i n g .  I t  w i l l  b e  t h e  s a m e
o r g a n i s a t i o n  a s  I n k a t h a  o r  s o m e b o d y  e l s e
-  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n
t h e  A N C  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n
o r g a n i s a t i o n s '  .

H e  s a w  t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  i m r n e d i a t e
task  be fore  the  ANC as  be ing
t o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  i t s
c a d r e s  l n s i d e  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  p o l l t i c a l
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  s t r o n g  a n d  s t a b l e
p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  -  f i r s t  o f  a l l  i n
the  t rade un ions ,  among workers  who are
n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  a n d
p e a s a n t s  I  .

H e  f o r e s a w  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n s i d e
S o u t h  A f r l c a  w o u l d  e s c a l a t e  d e s p i t e
s t a t e  a t t e n p t s  t o  s m a s h  r e s i s t a n c e .  B u t
an  ANC v ic to ry  'w i l l  take  years  and hard
w o r k r .

' T h e  e m o t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s
h a s  g i v e n  b l r t h  t o  h o p e s  o f  a  q u i c k
v i c t o r y ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  v e r y  q u i c k ' ,
s a l d  G o n c h a r o v .  t M a y b e  t e n  y e a r s ,  I  s a y
n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s .  Y e s ,  I  b e l i e v e
tha t  in  the  end South  Af r i ca  w111 become
s o c i a l i s t ,  m a y b e  n o t  i n  2 5  y e a r s  b u t  1 n
a  c e n t u r y . . .  I  a m  a n  o p t i m i s t ' .


