
USSR and Soutti Africa

Extracts from Reporfs to l l Soviet-African Conference "For peace, Co-operation and
Social  Progress" by Gleb Starushenko, USSR Academy of  Sciences (Afr ica Inst i tute)
Moscow 24 June i 986

The rcgr rnc in  South Af r rca embodies , ,vhar  is  rhe most  ev i l  anc l  desp icab le  in
rhe capi ta l ism r t f  the imperra l is t  s rase - -  supe rexp lo i ta t ion,  mi l i ta . i r . r r ,  . , r r r -
tempt  o f  any hunran be ins that  does not  be long ro  rhe c l i tc .  Be ing c loornec l  by
f r is tory  for  th is  re ; rson a lonc,  rh is  reg im. ,  , , , , r .h .on is t ic  as i t  is ,  J . rg ,  on pre_
serv lng c :o lon ia l tsm and rac ism i r i  the form of  apar : rhe id  and . l "p"nJ i r rg  upon
thcm fbr  r ts  ex is tence .  I ' t resc r r ,vo ins t i tu t ions,  i i te  s lavery ,  hr r , "  been rc . jcc ted
and out lawed bry  a l i  s ra tes.  

'The 
reg ime that  sponsors  them is  bas ica l ly  anoma-

lousi in the m<>dern w'orl<l ancJ must be eirnrir irr . .r  r" l i rr . ; ;  ; ; ; ; ; .  l 'his, i '
fac t ,  ts  thc  oprr t ron of  rnost .  o f ' the people  o f  Sorr th  Af i ica  and prac ica i ly  o f  a l l
s ta tes.  

' l 'he  
cont rove rs ta l  iss t tc ,  howevel ,  i ,vh ich is  the ob je  c t  , r f  , .n , .  po l i t ica l

s t russ le  r lo t  o l l l y  on the wor ld  scene,  t ru t  in  South Af r ica i tse l f ,  is  thar  o f
means and lva ys  to  ach ieve the des i red end.  Th is  pract ica l  aspec of ' the prob-
lcrn at-quires spectal srenif icance in the l ight of the laresr .1.u. lop-ents in
South Af r ica thar  tend to  aggravate in [ernat iona l  tens ion to ,  da. rg" .ous l imi t
and ca l l  fbr  concer ted act ions to  c lear  up the conf l ic t  s rcuat ion.

'  "  In the pasr t \ ,vo years the anti-racisr srrusgle in Sourh Afr ica has r isel,
; rcco ld tng to  a  prc) rnrnant  Af r ican nat iona l is t ,  iu  ,  qua l i ta t ive ly  new leve l .'J 'he 

sr : l f lessness of  young pat r io ts  and rhe hero ic  deaths o f  over  1  500 demon-
st ra tors  have p l r , rngcrd Pretc- . r ia 's  reg ime in to  an unprecedented cr is is .  " Ihe
"upper  s f ra ta" ,  r .  c .  the ru l rng c lasses together  wi th  the i r  s ta te  and soc i6-econ-
orn ic  ins t i tur tons hrvc c lcar ly  dcmonst ra ted that  they are no longer  capable  o f
e.xercising lhetr por,ver by old rnethods. T'hey arc forced to manoeuvre and
doc lge.  resor t  tc l  cunning ar rd  t r ickery ,  concec le  concess ions apd re forms.
lhese lac t ics  tes l i fy  to  thc  emergence of  one of  the key e lcments  o f  a  revo i -
u t ionary  s i t -uat jon cJescr ibe tJ  by t ,en in  as "cr is is  o f  rhe upper  s t ra ta , , .

J 'hc above merlt joned events have also precipitatccl the "crisis of the lor,ver
s t ra t .A" '  t .e .  the emerFlence of 'o ther  prerequis i tes  fbr  a  revo lu t ion.  The op-
'  Anatol, , ,  (- ' romyko.' I-he t r i  sis in the S outh oJ A,fr i  ca. M., 1 981, p. 6.
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presscd c lasscs are not  on ly  dernonst ra t ing fhe i r -  unr , r , r l i rngness to  l ive  as be-
fcr r "e ,  but  in tens i fy ing the i r  s t rL iggJe asa inst  the ex is t ins  orc ler  AccorcJ ins to
. rn  Af i ican leader ,  the people  \ ' . /ant  to  sa in  f reedom imrnet f ia te ly .  ' Ihey 

wanf
lo  ru le  the i r  count ry  and be the arb i ter  o f  i ts  desr i r ry  today,  but  not  to-mor-
row.  

'They 
are s ick  and t i red o f  the haransue about  the need ro  postpone l iber -

a t lon to  a  la ter  t ime for  somc rea i ion or  o ther : .  They no! !  see rhe purpose of
ther r  l i fc  exc lus ive ly  in  the f ight  for  f reedom. ' Ihey have los t  the i r  fear  o f
dc: r th  because " to  l ive"  for  them means " to  be f ree"

There exists a dangcr, ho.,verver, that the struegle ag:r inst apartherid rrray,
iose mornentum and even bog c lown at .  the present  pre- revo lu t ionary  srage.'T 'he 

h is tor ica l  exper ience of  o ther  coLrnt r res a t tes ts  to  the fact  that  i f  revo l -
u t ion does not  go ahead,  does not  set ; rny  ner ,v  tasks anc l  does nr : t  Ea i r r  apprcc i -
ab le  resr - r l ts ,  i t  i s  bound to  susta in  a  det -cat .  ( lo r is iderab le  sr ra ta  o f  South Af r i -
car t  soc ie ty  s t i l i  keeps away f ionr  the s t r r - reg lc  Mr l rcovcr ,  cven the fbrccs
par t rc ipat ing in  mass protests  not  in f rerqr icnt ly  fa i l  to  c .< t*c) rdr r rare rhc i r  e f -
fbr ts .  fhe abrogat ion o f  the lar ,vs  pro i r ib i t rng rhe b lacks [o  i . ]se ther  sar rc  r ra ips
and vrs i t  the same restaurants  as rhe vr rh i tes ,  banning rn ter rac ia l  se.xua l  re-
l ; r t ions and mixed marr iaees,  i .  e .  thc  abol r t ion o f  the so-c : r l lec l  s rn ; r l l  " rpar the id
has f"arled to defuse the situarion rn Sor-rrh Afr ica 

' l  
o prr- ivrdr: a r,ealsoir i t i ' rr  t t . ;

lhc  cr is is ,  i t  i s  necessarv  to  abol ish thc  proc luc; f ion re lar ions bascd on rhe sys-
te  n- r  o f  apar the id .  Th is  sysre m cannot  be changed,  i t  nr  us t  be r ies t roye c l' fhe 

ant i - rac is t  s t ruggle  in  Sourh Af i ic ; r  and rhc nat lona l  hbcr , r t ron
I r love lnent  o f  the Namib ian people  d i rected ac; r ins t  the r .o lonra l  opprr :ssron
lorn in  a  s ing le  revo lu t ionary  tor rent .  l  h is  amajqarnat ion tcnds t r . i  enhancer
the r:cvcl lut ionary potential of both hber;rt ion arnries ancl expand rhe scope of
South Af r ican revo lu t ion.  Yet  thc :  so lur ron o[  rhe Namibran prcb iem rs
seriouslv hampered by the intcrfbrcnc;e of erxterrral in-rpenalist torces arrcJ
shows pract ica l ly  no s igns of rea l  progress.

T 'he suppor t  o f  the in ternat iona l  comrnunj ty  o f  s ta tcs  to  the l iberat ion
lnovements  o f  South Af r ica and Namib ia ,  impor tant  as r t  may t re ,  is  s t j l l  not
sr-rfficient. Here are a few facts:

--- the numerous UN and Security Cbunci l  resolut lons recognizrng the
i l lega l  character  o f  the occupat ion o f  Narn ib ia  by South Af r ica enr l  r r rapprne
ol, l t  ( :oncrete steps for the l iberaticln ofthat col lntry are berng rgnored;

-_ despite the fact that most of rhe states have been cJernancl irrg cornpre-
henstve sanctions against the regirne of"apartheid for over a good cluarter of 'a
century ,  the means that  have bcen rmp<-rsed are not  on ly  very  hmi ted rn  scope,
but  complete ly  d isregarded by nrany count r les ,  par t rcu lar ly  rhe Wesrern
sta  tcs ;

-* in defiance of the opinion of rhe absolute majonty oi the states rhat
recognize the r ight of the peopie of Southern Afr ica to armed srruggle for
their l iberation (some of these states erven render them direct rnaterial and
mr l i tary  suppor t ) ,  South Af r ica and the USA label  such s tmggle as jnrer -
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ntional terrorrsf ir  and engage under thi.s prctext in a virtuai r 'vat agatnst thp

F ron t l i ne  S ta tes  f  i

I 'he problerTl of the el imination of the resime of apartheid in Sc>uth Afr ici l

and the reg lme of  co lon ia l  ru le  o f  Namib ia  has two aspects '  the in terna l  apgr

ther  in ternat tonal  ones.  In  v iew of  the fac t  that  imper ia l ism has ernbarked or t

rhe roat l  o f  neo-g lobal is r ,  i .e .  in tervent ion is t  po l icy  in  Sor- r thern Afnca,  l ikp

in  <>thcr  par ts  o t  the r ,vor ld ,  the i rnpor tancc of  the in ternar iona l  aspect  g le  a t ly

ln  creasels ,

wt :  are  f i rmly  conv inced thar  the so lu t ion o f  a l l  in terna l  prob lerns o f  the

l iberat r t tn  movement  is  the soverc ign r ight  o f  the people  and the i r  po l i t ica l

parr lcs. Proceeding from this r-rniveisal ly recogni 'zed principle, I  should hke

now to outl tne: Our-general approach to certain issues that arc currerrt ly in l lq9

f 'o t -us o f  ideo log ica l  and po l i r ica l  s t rugs le '  .  
' '

' I 'he  
process of  the shaping of  a  revo lu t ionary  s i tuat ion whrch we now

wl tness i '  S .u th  Af r ica is  iar  f r . rn  be ing cornp lc ted.  Protest  c le  monst ra t ions

are largely confinecl to Afr icart tor,vnships around big r: i t ies'  l 'he brclad

rnasses of ' the b lack popula t ion,  par t icu lar iy  in  bantustans,  o i ten s tay a loof "  1

l 'he *rajrr part icipants in anti-raclst act ion are students a'd the nnemploygd" :

Ihe Sor-rth Afr ican r,vorking class has not yet thrown the ful l  measure of i l i ,

enorrnous rev. lu t io , r r ry  po l .n t ia l  in to  the sca le  o f  revo lu t ion l ry  s t ruqgJt : '  ' '

rs r.  be expectecl that the esrabl ishment of a powerful trade urt ion feclerat ir t ' '

rhe Congrcss o f  Sourh Af r ican Trade Unions (coSATU) rv i l l  g reat ly  in tp ' . .

s i fy  not  , in ly  the po l i t ica l ,  but  a lso the economic s t ruggle  in  the count ' ry  '  t . ' .  - '

' I 'he 
brgader r ire scope of t fre part icipation of the South Alr ican proleta;-;1i1'

in  rhe l iberat ion s tugglc  wi l l  be ,  the c loser  wi l l  be the co-operat lon bctwl11

the South Af r ican Communis t  Par ty ,  t t re  recognized and exper jenced leag i ' '

of the Sorrth Afi ican workers, and other anti-racist forcers' i

l t  rs  a lso notewor thy,  that  the communis ts  p lay an impor tant  par t  i r r  1

rng rhc level of-the scienti f ic gr,r idance of the movemelrt.  In the past fer 'v y " i

ther r  theoret ica l journa l  Af r i ian Communis t  has g iven a thorough analysp l l  1

the cur re l t  s r t r - ra t ion in  the south o f  the cont inent  and has drawn i rnpor$ '

po l i r rca l  cor rc lus ions.  Proceeding f ronr  the ob ject ive laws of  soc ia l  det i - r ' ;

oprncnt, fhe communists d,, n,-, t  aclvance at the present stage of soc;ial 
' ' ' : "

ve loprr tent  any other  s logans but  genera l  democrat ic  o t res '  They be l ieve

the restnrc tur ing o f  South Af r ican soc ie ty  a long soc ia l is t  l ines is  a  mat t t

the f lufurc and Lit t  U" possible only after the necessary condit ions ]

npcned .

Berns,  in t i : rnat iona l is ts  as they are,  the South Af r ican communls ts  t

f i rm s tar rd  agalnst  adventur is t  p lans of '  a1 l  k inds o f  le  f t is t  organiz ' r t ic

n toveglents  o f  the so-ca| led B lack Consc iousncss (Pan Af r ican is t  C

AZAPO, Nat lona l  Forurn,  and others)  conv inc ing ly  and at r thor

shorv t ; rg  thcr r  react ionary  nat l r re .  The s logans of  such organizat tons

the armet l  s t ruggle  against  the whi tes wi thout  any compromise ,  fo l

-tB
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' tat ion of black Sor-i th Afr ica (Azania), the estabhshrnent of the rule of the
lacks,  e tc .  might  lcad rhe masses away f rom rhe actu : i l  s t ruggle  for  the i r
rdependence anc l  do i r reparab le  damage to  the l iber : r t ion movement .  The

regat ive a t t l tude of  the communis ts  o f  South Af r ica to  le f t is r  demogagy
c lear ly  shows that  the CPSA comes out  not  on lv  as an orsaniz ing revo l -
t . t ionary  force,  b ' - r t  as  a  fac tor  o f  s tab i l r ty ,  a  g l larantor  against  adventur ism,
black chauvinism ;rnd racism.

It  rvas only to be expected that the activi ty of the l .Jnitecl [)emocratic
Front ,  very  heteroqcnc 'ous as i t  is ,  r ,vou ld  br ing up numerous and complex
prob lems.  One can hard ly  accept  the pred ic t ion o f  c .er ta in  Western po l i to lo-

grs ts  that  the cur rent  t rer rds lead to  the enhancement  o f  the prest ise o f  the
r ,DF at  the expense of  t l ' re  ANCI.  These arna lg l rnat ions drc  not  nva ls ,  they

^re act ins  in  or rc  d i rect ion.  
' I 'he 

n iar rners  in  rvh ich the y  act  are  essent ia l ly

cl i f fbrent, since the fbrrrer is a leeal organlz:rt lon, whercas the larter is or-rt-

lawed.  One shor- r ld  not  forget ,  howevcr ,  that  they have a common pro*

grar r rme,  the L iber ty  Char ter ,  and that  they f ight  aga inst  a  comrnon formid-

ab le  e  ne my.  In  the v ic rv  o f  Sov jer  analys ts  the s t renethening of

u ' "ders tanding bctween the ANC ar- rd  the L fDF is  d ic ta terJ  by the need tcr

p rove  t he  o rgan l za t i on  o f  t he  an t i - r ac i s t  ac t i ons .  
' I  

he  L in r t ed  Democ ra t i c

rn t 'uvh ich is  not  in f requent ly  the i r  in i t ia t .or  and c l i rec t  organizer  s t i l1  rep-

:n ts  an amorphous amalgarnar ion sor re  rnembcrs o f  which are not  even

i ing to  par t rc lpete  in  mass campaiens"  Srnce rhe ANC is  rnore homo-

eous and has amassed cons idcrab le  exper ience of  s t ruse le  for  the un i ty  o f

i-racist forces, l t  can and must makc a valuable t- 'ontnbuticln t t-r the forma-

r  and consol idat ion o f  a  s ing le  un i ted nat ior ra l  f ront  o f  pat r io t ic  f ,c r rces.

n  th is  context  yet  another  in terna l  prob lem deserves rner i t ron - -  the po l -

l i ; r i 'o f  the ant i - rac is t  fbrces towards thc ru l ing ivh i te  rn i r ror i ty .  As ts  known,

1|g |  pr iv i leged groups have begrrn  to  shor ,v  s igns o ia  sp l i t  ovcr  the c :haracte  r  o f
c iF i i re forms which are a imed at  preserv ing the present  ree i rne ,  and not  a t  i ts

r inat ion.  Unl ike the whi te  bourgeois ie ,  whi r ,h  is  not  r ied to  the char io t  o f

r the id  and appears  to  be inc l ined to  enter  i r r ro  negot la t ror is  wi th  the ANC,

midd le  and lower  s t ra ta  o f  rhr :  whi te  cornn lL ln l ty  fac : ing rhe poss ib i l i ty  o f

t * ,v ' ;ng the i r  pr iv i leges tenc l  to  suppor t  rhe most .  rca( t j ( )n2r ) 'par t ies ,  n lore
-i$i1111si59 

than even tfre rulrng National Party.
') '  

i t  appears that there exist real possibi l i t ies f  or r.vrdening the cleavage lvhich

t, ir ; ! ' : rnot yet been sharply defined" First,  the prografirmes of ' the anti-racist

, i ' . ;  i - 'cs do not advance plans for a broad national iz.atton of capital ist property

: j ,"  l ' lFindispensable condit ion and are ready to l l lve the bourgeoisie thc corre-
' i , i i  i i io^g guarantcc.  Sccond.  far  f l rom a l ]  nrernbers  r . r f  thc  r , r 'h r tc  c( )mrnunl ty ,
i i ' f  i : i i j " t l i r€ those belonging to i ts micldle anrl  lower strata, are r,vi lhng to die in
' ; ; l  ' ' , ' ' ; , :-r ' l i ; ! i tch in defbnce of the "{-amp" as they are urged by rhe r. ight extrern-
' f" : i r , i -r ; ' , -{ ' iously, they would pre fer a comprornise and can Lrardly be expccted

-'ci l jg- i l l ,J, leir l ives and-join in a massacre as deacl ly t .o the rncJrsenous populat ion
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; rs  to  themsclves.  Th i rd ,  a l ready today the ANCI mieht  r ,vork  out  cof f rprehen-
stve gLlarantees for rhc r 'vhire popr-r lat ion rvhich cor. i ld bc inrplenrented aftt--r
thr :  r :Ln ' r inat jon o f  rhc  reg imc oIapar the id .  Such suarantces would su i t  both
the l ibera ls  and the pragnrat is ts  f rom the r ,vh i tc  cornmunr ty ,  ner l r ra l iz j r ie  r t
the sarne t rme the d ic-hards.

l 'he examples o f 'Kcnya and Z imbabwe r ,vhere the rvh i te  nr inor i ty  fbe l  ab-
so lu te ly  safe  a t tes t  to  the pract icab i l i ty  o f  such a so l l l t lo l t "  The above pre-
cede:nts  need not  be regarded as r ig id  nrodels .  For  ins tar lce,  the par l iamcnt
may cons isr  o f  t . ,vo chambers:  one formed on the bas is  o f  propor t iona l
rep rcsen ta t i on  and  t he  o the r ,  possess inq  t hc  r i gh t  o f ' ve t c t ,  on  t he  bas i s  o f
eq u ; rJ  r  cprcsentat ion o f l four  communi t ies .

Tht :  t - -Jaborat ion o f  the const i tu t iona i  pr inc ip lcs  o f  the fu ture ant i - rac is t
s ta le  woulc j  be rnst rL lmcnta l  a l ready today in  pronrot rng cood re la t ions and
r.: l  i  rni n a trn g mis tnrs t  b et lveen the co m mr:r i i r ics.

' fhc  
new sta te  o l iqht  a lso be a r . rn i t r rv  svstcnL. ' ,v i th  aL i tonomous cornpo-

ncr r l rs ,  
' l  

he forms and substance of  such auto l tomy should  be de f ined r ,v i th
duc resarc l  fc r r  thc  wi l l  o f  the popula t ion revca led,  for  ins tance,  i r r  re feren-
dums ,  t h r c l ugh  ncgo t i a t i ons ,  e  t c .  Conc re re  i ssues  re l a t cd  t o  t he  f unc t i on rng
of  such a system might  beconie  the ob ject  o f  l  nar iona l  conference,  i ts  rnarn
p; r r f lc lpants  bc ins the governmcnt  o f  the l lepubl ic  o f  South Af r ica anc l  the
t rue representat ivcs o f  the non-whi te  popula t ion.

' l 'hc  
work  o1 '  the Cornmi t tee for  e l iminat ion o f  rac . ia l  cJ iscr iminat ion

c lcar lv  shows that  the ex is tence of  mul r i rac ia l  soc ic t ies  in  the rnodern wor ld
wi thot r t  ser ious cLscr iminat ion anc l  antagonis t ic  cont rad ic t ions is  r io t  a
LJtopta.  

' fh ts  
cor rv ic t lon shared bv thc  Sov ie t  representat ives r ,v i th  ther r

co l lc : rq t res ln  the ( lornmi t tee is  base d on t l ' re  repor ts  o f  2 ' I  s isnator ies  to  the
l l l tc lnar lona l  Convent ion on El iminat ion o f  Race I ) iscr i rn inat ion.  Such re-
por ts  arc  submir ted per iod ica i l ,v  to  the Corr rmi t tee and e ive de ta i led accounts
of  thc  way thc s ta tcs  fu l f i l  the i r  ob l igat ions in  acr :ordance r ,v i th  the conven-
t . ion I 'hc  pcrpu la t . ton o f  mosr  Af r ican s ta tes is  very  heterogeneous not  on ly
Fr<t rn  t -he ethnrc ,  but  a iso f rorn the rac ia l  v iewpoint .  True,  some of  them are
rrot yet frec f iom certain tensions arising from relat ions between drfferent
racres or  e thnrc  groups,  but  no count ry  has such a d i re  record o f ' rac ia l  hat reds
as l l re  reg i rnc o f  aparrhe id .  As regards the re ia t ions bct rvcen the b lack and
wht tc-  p t tpu la t ions in  South Af r ica,  the samc Af r ican conf incnt  prov ides ex-
arnp les o f  peacefu l  co-operat ior - r  bet r ,veen these races.  

' fhe 
rn isq iv ings of  r

i -c r larn  par t  r . l f  the South Af r ican r ,vh i re  popuJat ion v iewing major i ty  ru le  in
lhc i r  count ry  ln  tern ls  o f  Doomsday horrors  are large ly  t raceable  to  racrs t
proprganc la  combt t red lv i th  hoary  prov inc ia l ism and downr ight  ignorance  ̂

In  v ie  u '  o f ' the fac t  that  rac ia l  and po l i t ica l  tens ions in  South Af r ica are now
rggravatcd ro  a  break ing po in t  and the s ides are d is t r r - rs t fu l  and suspic ious of
one a l lo fher ,  chc pcacefu l  set t lc rnent  o f  the conf l ic t  rn ight  be expedi ted by
rcsor t lng to  the tnst i tu t ion o f  in ternat iona l  guarantees,  the s ides se le  c t ins  the
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qL la ran to rs  h i  . r g re  c l n ( l l t  f r r lm  Jmor )q  p r cs t i q r ( )L r s  rn l c rna t i o r r l l  o r  qa r r i za -
l io r rs  or  ind iv iduaJ sL; i re ,s .

We are conv jnced of  thc  poss ib ih ty  o f  Narn ibra 's  . :n t j  Sout .h  Af i ica 's  l iber :
a t ion not  on ly  bcca i lse we bc l ieve in  the ob. jec t ivc  laws of  soc ia l  devc lopment .
and i r r  the h is tor ica l  inerv i tab i i i ty  o f  the e l iminat ion o f - r .o lon ia l isnr  and rac. ism.
C)ur  con{rdence is  a lso based on the invcst isat ion bv Sovrc t  s r - ient is ts  o f ' rhc
c-oncrete  t rends of  soc ia l  deve lopment  jn  Southern Afnca and o i the qr r t rv inq

prerequis i tes  fc r r  rn  ant r - rac is t  revo lu t ion:  i ts  ob ject ive anc l  sub jcc t ive fac tors .
However ,  in  order  to  a l lor ,v  the inner  processc-s  rn  South Af r ica to  take thc i r
na lura l  coLrrsc  and er rab lc  the people  o f  the coL ln t ry  to  takc t i - rc r r  dest iny  in to
the i ro l vn  hanc l s ,  i t  r s  ne  r css : r r y  t o  exc ludc  any  poss ih r l ; t y  o f  f o r c i gn  j n te r ven -

t ion and expor t  o f  counter - revo lu t ion"
'The 

po l icv  o f  thc  Sovrc t  IJn ior r  in  Af i ica ,  as  rve l l ; ]s  r ] - ]  orhcr  res ions of  the
' fh i rd  

V/or ld  is  bascd on the gencra l lv  rc( - -or lnrzec l  pr incrp lcs  o f  in ter -s ta ter
r c l e t i ons . ' f he  USSI I  does  no t  pa r t l c i pa te  i n  t hc  exp lo r ra t i on  o f  na tu ra l  and
manpower  rcso l l rccs o f  the count r ies  o f  thrs  r r - 'g ic ln ,  has nc- r  nr incs or  fac- tor ies
on the i r  ter r i tory ,  c loes not  i r r ter fere  in  the i r  in terna l  a fTa i rs  ar rd  r loes not .  scek
to char tge the ex is t rng reg i rncs.  For  th is  rcason lhe l rasrcr  rn t ( : res ts  o f ther  Sov ie t
LJn ion in  Af r ica are not  a f fuc ted hy any current  r -hanscs rn  the po l i t ica l  and
econorn ic  l i fc  o f ' the res i r :n . ' I 'h rs  t ras  bcen borne out  by the r i t :c is ions o f  the
[a test  27th Consress of  thc  C- ]PSLJ,  rh t :  ru l rnq par ty  o f  t . t rer  Sovre: t  LJnron . ,vh ich

have dcf ined the s t ra ters ic  r r rns o f  Sov ie t  fc r rergn po l icv  for  1986-  1c. ) t ) ( )  and for
r l-rc period ending in 20fJ0"

The a im of  the po l icy  pursr - red by the Sovrc t  LJr i jc , 'n  ls  to  ( :nsLrre  to  t i re
maxi rnum poss ib le  degree that  a l i  Af r ican s fa tes de ve iop in  accorc lancc wi th
object ivc  h is tor ica l  laws and that  the j r  soc ia l  and s ta te  systc ] f f I -s  are det .er rn incd
exc lus ive ly  by rhe:  resu l ts  o f  thc  s t ruggJc of  in ter -na l  c -hss and po l i t i r -a l  fbrccs
wi thout  any outs idc inrer ferencc.  

' fhc  
Sov ic t  Union is  ;  reso lu tc  opponent  o f

any expor t  o f  coLrnter - revo lu t ion and revo lu t ion,  o f  any in tcr ferer rce in  the
in terna l  a f fa i rs  o f -sovere ign srates"  l ts  a im is  tc l  her lp  r :onsohdate the pohr ica l
rndependence of  young s t , i fes  and to  expedr te  the i r  advrnce- '  tor ,vards econ-
orn ic  independence.  

' I 'he 
Sov ic t 'L ln ion sceks to  ach ie  vr :  thrs  a im pr im;r r i ly '  by

pol i t ica l  means,  and ; r lso by grant - i r rg  nerv ly- fbr rned s fa fers  econorn ic ,  sc icn-
t i f ic  and technica l  a id .  I t  s tar rds to  reason that  the nrethoc js  o f 'a t tarnrne the set
goals  are modi f iec l  or  a l t r - , red in : rccordance rv i th  ch: rnges ln  the in ternat iona l
s i tuat ion.  

- foday 
ther  Sovrer  L . ln ion lays spec ia l  enrphas is  on rhc ne 'ed to

el iminate or lesscn thc rncnac.r '  of thermcl-nuclcar r,v:rr.  .

.  .  .  In ternat iona l  law is  an imporrant  e lernent  and r ;ne o f  thc  great  ach ieve-
n lents  o fhuman c iv i l i za . t jon.  fhe norms regula t ing today 's  re la t ions bet r ,veen
states are a  product  o f  r r lany centur ies  and even mi l len ia .  I t re  observance of
genera l ly  recognized norms of  in ternat iona l  in tercourse rs  ; ]n  ident i f ica t ion
s ien of 'mcmbersh ip  in  a  c iv r i rzed soc ie ty .  

' fhe 
impor tance of  thc  norms of

intcrnational law can hardly bc exaggerated in the nuclc;rr age" rvhr:n even a
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minor  er ror  in  making an in tern: r t iona l  dec is ion may tngger  a  g lobal  catas-
t rophi :  and annihr la t ion o f  the human race.

.  .  .  Let  mer  out l ine our  approach,  which is  inc identa l ly ,  shared by many
Afrir :an states. [n our opinion, the sett lement of any confl ict si tr-rat ion should
Lre based on due regard for  lega i  in terests  o f  a l l  s ta tes,  s ince i t  is  on ly  under  th is
condi t ion that  the set t lement  once ach ieved can be s tab le .  The system of
i r r ternat iona l  secur i ty  proposed by the Sov ie t  lJn ion cannot  be s tab le  i f  i t  does
not  prov ic ie  for  the in lerests  o f  a l l  i ts  par t ic ipants .  Indeed,  a  syster r r  impl ies
ln terconnect ion o f  i ts  par ts  and fa i lure  to  in teqrate  one of  i ts  e lements
rnev i tab ly  upsets  the systcm as a whole.  .  .
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