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Commissions set to discuss labour issues
Two  techn i ca l  commiss ions  have  been  se t
r - rp  wi th  Sor- r th  Af  r ica to  estab l ish a  new
labou r  ag reemen t  gove rn ing  Mozamb ican
mig ran t s  wo rk ing  i n  So r - r t h  A f r i ca ' s
m in ing  and  ag r i c r r l t u ra l  sec to rs .  The

dec i s i on  was  made  du r i ng  an  ea r l y
November  meet ing in  Maputo between
Sec re ta ry  o f  S ta te  f o r  Labou r  Agu la r
Mazu la  and  a  15 -member  Sou th  A f  r i can
de lega t i on  headed  by  Manpower  M in i s te r
P i e t i e  d u  P l e s s i s ,  a n d  i n c l u d i n g
representat ives o f  the Chamber  o f
M ines  and  t he  Sou th  A f r i can  Aq r i c t r l t L r ra l
U n i o n .

The  ex i s t i ng  l abou r  ag reemen t  be tween
the  two  coun t r i es  -  da t i ng  f r om be fo re
independence  i n  1975  -  was  s r r spended
by  Sou th  A f r i ca  i n  1978 .  Unde r  t he
agreement ,  par t  o f  the wages of  the
120 ,000  Mozamb icans  wo rk ing  i n  Sou th
A f  r i can  m ines  be fo re  i ndependence  was
pa id  i n  go ld  t o  t he  Po r tugL rese  co lon ia l
gove rnmen t  a t  t he  o f f i c i a l  wo r l d  p r i ce .
Resa le  o f  t he  go ld  a t  t he  h ighe r  f  r ee
market  pr ice prov ided mr- rch o f
Mozamb iqL re ' s  ha rd  cu r rency  ea rn ings .

Sou th  A f r i ca ' s  dec i s i on  t o  suspend
the  ag reemen t  cos t  t he  F re l imo
gove rnmen t  more  t han  $  2 ,000  m i l l i on
in  l os t  ha rd  cu r rency  ea rn inqs  f  r om the
g o l d  p a y m e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  S  5 6 8  m i l l i o n
in  l os t  wae tes  t o  m ine rs ,  whose  numbers
have  f a l l en  t o  a ro r - rnd  50 ,000 ,  Du  P less i s
says.

The  commiss ions  w i l l  d i scuss  t he  i ssu res
o f  wages ,  m ine rs ' de fe r red  pay  and
work ing  cond i t i ons  -  i nc l ud ing  sa fe t y
cond i t i ons  -  i n  t l r c  r n i nes ,  Mazu la  sa id .
M o z a m b i q u e  i s  a l s o  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n
assu rance  f  r om So r r t h  A f  r i ca  t ha t  t he re
w i l l  be  no  f L r r t he r  un i l a te ra l  r ed t r c t i ons
i n  m i q r a n t  m i n e  l a b o u r .  " A n y  u n i l a t e r a l
r educ t i on  causes  p rob le rns  f o r  o r r r
p l ann ing  sys tem,  and  l eads  t o  g rea t
d i f  f  i cu l t  i es  i n  i n teg ra t i ng  t hese  wo rke rs
i n to  t he  economy  , "  Ma /u  l a  sa id .  The re
a re  hopes  t ha t  Sou th  A f  r i ca  w i l l  expand
. l a b o u r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  r n i n i n g  - t h e r e a r e

so rne  70 ,000  ex -m ine rs  unemp loyed  o r
unde remp loyed  i n  sou the rn  Moza rnb ique ,
accord ing to  government  f  igures.

BLr t  the f  i r :s t  a i rn  o f  the agreement  is
expected to  be to  leqa l ise the presence of
an  es t ima ted  150 ,000  Mozamb icans
work ing  w i t hou t  l abou r  pe r rn i t s  i n  t he
aq r i cu l t u r ra l  sec to r ,  ma in l y  i n  t he
Transvaa l .  Admi  n  is t ra t ive procedLrres
to  l ega i i se  t hese  wo rke rs  w i l l  be  d i scussed
{ r i r t h e r  d u r i n q  M a z t i l a ' s  t r i p  t o  S o u t h
A f  r i ca  i n  December ,  D r r  P less i s  sa id .
The  comrn i ss ions 'wo rk  i s  t o  be
co rnp le ted  by  ea r l y  1985 .


