MAPUTO by Christmeg — that is
he good vews for boliday-hungry
Soath Rfcizans ofter the latest
coneds of talks briween Scuth
Adrica asd Mozambiguee,

Lut t:dications are that a holi-
43y in Mozambinue will, iaitially,

By STEPHAN TERBLANCHE

be nothing like tbe pre-ind
deace Lourcnto Marques holi-
days fondly remerbered by thou-
spads of Sowmh 4iricans,

The bizgest sicrablicg-block to
the ambisiows promotioa of tour-
sm is the securily probiem
cat:ed by the Reeamo rebels and
the fack of u tourism infrastrac-
iave,

sub-troplcal islazd of Ichaca off
e Maputo coast between a
Seuth - African  Tourism - Board
delepation led by chairman Mz

Daaie Hoagh andé a Mozawbican .

detegation led by the Secreiary of
State {or Tourisiz, Mr Aatcnio

Eut three’days of talks on the

Marerula, could have cleared-the
way for the re-introduction of
South African tourism. R

Although Mozambique has
been reduced to pressing poverty
in the 10 years since indepea+
dence, the tremendouy.post-Nko-
mati Accord spirit of goodwill to-
wards South Africa und Mozam-
bique’s overwhelming beauty and
natural potential for toorisra will
dramatically facilitate the task
of tke joint tourism developers. -

Also in Inhaca duriog the three
days was a delexatior of Trans-

vaal Lowveld busizessmen ‘ed by
W¥ir Johanie Yenn, mayor of Ko-

---matipoort, who sigzed a declara-

tion of intent with the Mozambi-
cans signalling the establishment
of Repmosa, the joint Mozambi-
cgn and South African devet?-
meut company, and ac immedi-
ate start with _several joint
" .comumereial projects.
-“This+x-the-first concrete re-
sult since we started pegotiatin
diter the Nkomatl Accord,” sal

M- Materula at.the signing, which -

took place in true Nkomatl fash-
jon under a large .ree on’ the
Jawns-of the Inhaca Hotei over-
looking the Indian Ocean and
pearby Portugcese islands.

Lereas almost ali Mozambi-

cans readily concede- tkat
Mczambique is voing through ex-
tremely hard times, with shop
shelves bare except for the most
basic foods, tourism at a stand-
still, agricaltueral develog;nr:nt
blecked by Renamp and ly
any foreign investment being
geperated, there Is evidence of a
tremendous enthusiasm to uplift
the covntry sad welcame back

. South African traders and tour-

ists.

Because of sectrity and infra-
stractare problems, initia] tourist
developments will concentrate oa
the-numerons scenic islands off
the coast. .

Hoteis. in Maputo itself are
either in a state of neglect or are
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" filled with forcign diploms 2,

techu icians ang advisers.

Existing facilities on the ise
lands such as Iakscz will be 1 p-
graded, Sounth Asricac travel
agencies will be invited to join in
the developraect of tourism, the
South African Tourism Bosrd
will promote package deals
abroad for travel to Soatkera
Africa, which will inclode
Mozambique, and sepplies wiil
have to be brought {rom South
Africa.

~ Mozambicans are slso anxions
not to distarb the ecolcgy, acd
members of the two delegations
say the reporied efforts of the
South African hetel group, Sun In-
ternaisonal, to build a new hotel
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in In2aca or on oth r isiands will
probably ot be allc wed.

After tourism o a small scale
gets off the ground the two dele-
gations see further development
of coastal resorts and Maputo it-
self as the next phase.

¢ It also emerged from the tafks °

that the South African Parks
Board will assist Mozambique in
D joint venture in the area adjoin-
Ing the Kruger National Pzrk.

- Whereas the Sooth African
Tourism Board is engaged in
marketing tourism to Mozam-
bique, tae first active steps to im-
plement the new project will fol-
low the declaration of intent
signed by the Lowveld liaison

commities and the Mozamblears.

One of the first projscts In-
voives the bringing of Sonth Afri-
can farmers ta Murambigne to
develop a 1000ks agriculiural
project.

Tte Lowveid liaison commit-
tee will also be briaging Hinited
nomber: of South African tour-
ists for r hort is'and holjany pack-
ages 1o ..Jlozambique and will ini.
tiate. the opening and supply of
roarine Sports suops,

Companies and projects will be
run on 2 basis of 50 percent share-
holding hy the Mazambican Gov-
ernment and 50 poercent 1o be keld
by South African conipagics.

The commercial agreement
reacked between the South Afri-
cans and Mozambique will be val-
id for 12 years, after which it cen
be éxtended for a further six
years. .



