
South Africa Hints lt's Mediatins Betdeen'Mozambique 
and Rebels r/rTa,p+

By ALAI\I COWELL
Spedal to The Nery yGk Tlmes

-JOHANNESBURG, Sept. 28- South
Africa has indicated ttrat it is acting as
a mediator between Mozambique's
avowedly Marxisf Government and ttre
rebellious army seeking to unseat it,
which is said to be seeking e cease-fire.'

In statements in the last two days,
SouthAfrica's Foreign Minister, Rb+
lof F. Botha, has saiddelegationi from
the two sides are in Pretorila. There has
been no suggestio'n that they have held
face-to-face meetings"

The leader of the rebellious Mozam-
bique National Resistance, Alfonso
Dhlakama, ihas told South African
radio that "I have to come South Africa
to try to riegotiate a cease.fire arrange-
ment with Mozambique."

The Mozambican Government dele-
gation is led by Jacinto Veloso, a minis-
ter in the office of President Samora M.
Machel and the Mozambican figure
most frequently in contact with Preto-
ria. According to the official Mozam-
bique press ageacyt, he told reporters
before leaving Maputo on Thursday
that continuing rebel activities could
"seriously endanger" an accord signed
last March 16 between Mozambique
and South Africa, committing bth
sides to witiholding supF,ort fmm each
other's internal foes.

Anotber Problem for Pretoria
The agreement, rmder which

Mozambique, expelled hundrbds ol
members of the outlawed African Na-
tional Congress, has produced "no
practical results" for President Ma-
chel, Mr. Veloso said. The comments
seemed further to highlight blemishes
in South African foreign policy, which
reached a zenith only a few montls
ago-

In March, rPresident P. W. Botha,
Lhen Prime Minister, secured an ac-
cord with President Machel that would
once have seemed wrthinkable, since it
brought together Africa's last white su-
premacist regime with one of its most
ardent opponents.

A month before, Sduth Africa had
signed an agreement with Angola, es-
tablishing an unprecendented joint
military force to rid southern Angola of
anti-South African insurgents and over-
see a South African disengagement of
force. In June, Mr. Botha visited lVest
European countries, including Britafur,
on a tour that was interoreted in south
Africa as a breakthrough from isola-
tion and a kind of endorsement of the
limited changes Mr. Botha has intro

duced in his racially divided natign.
A Change ln the Outlook

The image, these days, is diffefent.
fhe ioint South African-Angolan force
has been bogged down for months,
north of the border between South-West
Africa and Angola

The enthusiastic talk of an impend-
ing settlement of South-West Africa's
long-nrnning war is now muted. The
gains Mr. Botha achierred in Britain-
tristoricallf and economicallyj an im-
portant, if ambiguous, partner - aD_
pear to have been cancerled bvithe bii_
ter dispute that has surrouirded six
potitical fugitives who have taken ref-
uge in the British Consulate in Durban.

Moleover, the picture South, Africa
sought to present earlier this yehr - of
a benevolent godfather in'a 

-region 
of

strife - seems offset by the fai-lure of
its initiatives with blaak-ruled neish-
bors- like Angola and Mozambique-to
produce clear results, permittidg the
rernergence of more traditional- sus_
picions about South Africa,s intbntions
toward its neighbors. 

i
Conflict Has Widened I

In the dispute with Britain, in which
.Soutl Africa has withdrawn i commit-
ment to extradite four of its nationals
wantd on arlns-smnqgling charges.
Foreign Minister Botha has-comoa-red
the episode in international diplcimacv
.to neighbors' throwing rocks-through
one another's windows.

Under the March 16 agreement wrth
Mozambique, South Africa, was sut>
posed to withdraw the support it has
grve-n to the Mozambiqiri National
Resistance since the cofiapse of the
rebels' erstwhile white 

-Rhodesian

mentors with Zimbabwe's'indeDend-
ence in 1980. The conflict in Mozam-
bique, however, has widened. DromDt-
ing some Mozambican officials- to sde-
gest that unidentified elements in tfr'e
South African Army are continuins to
provide support for the rebels. Solth
Africa has denied that" I

U_ntil now, Mozambique's official
and public line has been to show pa-
tience, but Mr. Veloso's commeirts
seemed to indicate that this is. runnine
out. President Machel, Westem dipld
mats said, needs to show results from
tlte accord to offset the cbiticsm he
courted among bl4ck African peers by
signing it. More important; tlie insur-
gency, now in its seventl year, has aug-
mented other problems cripbline hils
economy. There was no word-t^onidht on
the outcome of the talks-
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