Mozambique turns to U.S.
for rapport with S. Africa
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town of Komatipoort beginning in
December 1982. The meetings were said to
be candid but led to 1o agreements. Mean-
while, rebel attacks on Mozambique con-
tinued, as did South African military retali-
ation inside Mozambique following attacks
by the African National Congress within
South Africa.

Then last October Machel visited West-
ern Europe secking economic and military
support. He received some encouragement
but also was repeatedly told by diplomats in
Britain, Portugal and West Germany that
Mozambique should first try to work out
some of its differences with Pretoria. South
African Foreign Minister R.F. Botha
received a similar message when he toured
Europe in November. '

The result was a ministerial meeting jin
Swaziland in December that was decidedly
more cordial and produced proposals for
further talks. Four committees were estab-
lished to discuss security, economic, energy
and tourism matters. One Mozambican par-
ticipant here said the sessions so far had .
been enthusiastic and candid. o

Sources here say the South Africans have!
tacitly admitted they have at least some
influence over the Mozambican rebels,
though Pretoria publicly continues to deny
Maputo's claim that it has armed, trained
and financed the insurgents. The sources
also say that, so far at least, the South
Africas have not insisted that Mozambique’
renounce or withdraw all support from the
African National Congress.

Nonetheless, Congress leaders here are
deeply concerned. While publicly expres-
sing support for the Machel government,
Congress members privately confess reser-'
vations. “ We will survive but it may make;
things a little more difficult,” said one
meinber. .

Both the Americans and Mozambicans
concede the new initiative is extremely
fragile. A new spate of attacks by the Con-
gress within South Africa could push Pre-~
toiia to retaliate again inside Mozambique.
A new rebel drive within Mozambique
could likewise compel Machel to turn to the:
Soviet Union for new arms and support.

Also, it is unclear whether detente on the
eastern side of the region will produce prog-
ress on the western side. While some anal-
ysts here believe it will, others believe South
Africa may use peace here as a cover for.
stepping up military action in Angola and
Namibia. And the Mozambican still reject.
the U.S. contention that Namibian inde-
pendence can only be achieved if it is cou-
pled somehow with a commitment for the
gradual withdrawal of Cuban troops from
Angola.

But for now, there is a buoyant atmos-
phere of cordyahty and openness here in this
battered capital. It was apparent when
Machel warmly welcomed the new U.S.
ambassador, Peter de Vos, in October to fill
a post that had been left vacant for more
than three years as a sign of U.S, disap-
proval. And it is apparent when Mozambi-
can intellectuals discuss their long-time
neighbots and cnemies, the South Africans.

“It is better to talk to the devil here than
to send the whole region mto a bigger
devil's hands,” he said.
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