‘ and White soldiers, they passed
the Boane Camp 30km outside

Maputo.

The Swth african force tried
to persuade the ANC members
in the Sactu house tp come out.

] Portuguue-speakin&‘ soldiers
tried to give them imprea-
sion that they were members of

Map
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Bui, al-

the Frelimo army.
though some came out, two
ANC guards were suspiclous
and remained inside. They
opened fire and the South Afri-
cans attacked.

Several of the 12 ANC inem-
bers were killed and the body

of one of the two South Afri- -

cans killed was left behinc.,
later discovered at the b: ck of
the house.

The Sactu house wa: the
least damaged of the three
houses as no cannon or heavy
mortars were used during its

a .
. Because of this, Mozambican
sourres are convinced thit the

_original purpose of the sttack
on the Sactu centre was not to

kill, but to capture prisoners
and documents. They point to
the care taken to get peole to
come out of the house. and
claim the South Africans ‘ailed
in their original purpo:e as
they were forced to open fire.
It is also said that the South

Africans failed to captuie the

bulk of Sactu’s files, as they

were covered by a wall that
collapsed during the attack.

Mozambicans are convinced
that Slovo was a main et of
the South African rald that
they boped he would be at the
Sactu house

Sources uy the circum-

Once the attempt to capture:

those at the Sactu house failed,
the two" other South African
groups opened fire at random
on the other two houses. The
houses were severely camaged
by heavy weapons.

yAll t‘l:yree houses are standing
empty at the moment,

It seems the SA forces had
total control of the three areas
they attacked, apd the main
road. They cut the telephone
lines, and after th& shooting,
which only lasted some 10 min-

utes, they remained for another
90 minutes looking for -

material.
During this time thev appar-

" ently operated on several seri-

ously wounded South Africans.
Helicopters later flew in to

meet the returning forces half- -

way to the border.

It is claimed that to avoid
ursuit South Africans went
ck on railway line, using

it for two-thirds of the journey,

before switching back to the
main road. This contradicts
claims that they used a road,
which apparently does not ex-
ist, next to the railway line.

An amazing aspect of the
'raid is the lack of respense and
counter-attack by police or the
Mozambican army. The house
at Matola north is apuarently
less than 1km from a police
station.

The police heard the shooting
but did not investigate until
more than a hour later.

It seems impossible that the
army headquarters in Maputo
~ or the Moamba cam> — did
not hear the shooting.

The Mocambican .rovern-
ment apparantly believes that

the South Africans or the resis-
tance movement had managed
to bribe a number of soldiers
:hnd ofﬂcers in Maputo and on

e bo

1 was told that Monmbicau
securily had discovered a spy
ring operating inside the Fre-.
limo army and in other depart
ments some weeks before the
raid. It was claimed that these
Mozambicans were selling in-
formation to certain Western
eotmtriu. and possibly to South

Stme Mozambicans were al-

under observation before

the attack and it was thérefore

possible to make arrests soon
after the raid, 1 was told. -

It has been impossible to
contact any SACP and ANC
members in Maputo since the
attack. The leaders have ail
moved to new residences which
are without telephones and con-
stantly guarded. -

This is apparently not the
first South African attack or
ANC bases and individuals. A

‘ few years ago an ANC centre

at Namaacha, a small town
close to the Swaziland border,
was mysteriously hit by a bomb
explosion. At the time the ANC
ignored Frelimo warnings that
it might be unsafe to be housed
close to the Swaziland border.

And almost two years
time-bomb was discove:r in
the boot of Ruth First's car.
® In Pretoria I Defence Force

said he would not
comment on the raid details
“for security reasons'’. L

He said there some inaccura-
cies in the report as far as the
Defence Force was
but refused to say what they
were.





