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Mozambique needs
It Tuesany's Press  conference  in
Jourcnco Marques is nnythxr;; 10 g0 hy,
Frelimo intends playing it cool. The
movement's aumbzr three man, Joa-
quim Chissano, said pumt'-dl/

“M¢ dont want L0 provoxc anyone,
because that is not the way to defend
our achicvements.” .

Thns puts ‘the ball squarely: in Pre.
toria’s court. Mm'xmbxquc s immeadi e
prmmv is 10 qu\':lgl. its ceanomy
this it needs injections of Toreis
- aid which, if it comes from S:\ wnh
ro strings attached, could be of &
stimable walue in terms of futare good -
will towards thd Republic by a iack
State with more than taif an car cocked
towards the Communists.

There are several reasons why §
should make the ofier now. Firstly, SA
has the blgccst GNP in Africa and with
a limited foreign nia coormitment and 2

pacicl fund fnr aid 10 Africa, we can
affom it.

Secondly, aid to Mozambique will
help briag stability theze, without which

our own long-term security cannot be
safeniarded. Related to this would be
the coumcrbalancing cffect SA - aid
would have against Communist influ-
ence i Muzambigue —~ not a point to
he overstressed, but u teal one.

There is also the question of Minister
P WV Botha, whose hairy chested posture
.on defending the country’s borders
might be misinterpreted as provocation.
His remarks on Monday nced to be
overshadowed by the hand of frendship.

Finally, SA nceds all the poodwill it

can get. An unconditionsl offer of 2id is
no guarantee, of getting it from Frelimo.
Rut it is better than sitting bac I\ and’
doing nothing.

A no-stnngs R10m oumght graat
and a ‘soft" loan of, say RS0rm repayable-
over 20 years woull give immediate
relief to Moz.\mbxqu.s hard pressed
BoP and is an amount we could well
afford. Provided in rands, it would not

. come out of our forcign reserves and
would in any case mostly flow back to
SA’'s industnes. )

Any offer, of course, could be
rebuffed. SA, after ally suppomd the
Ponuguesc in the war against Frelimo
" by allowing funds to be raised within the
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flepuhlic for ad and comfart to Portn
gucee soldiers. But the fact that Frelimo
Jand the Pertuguese army now work
“hand in haad to maintain erder supgests
that past diviions need not persist.

The Se crcnry for Farcign Affairs,
vas vague on whether
government was cvcn conqidcn’r‘,;; aid 1o
MMozambique when sounded out by tic
FAL this week. But the Prime Minister
nimself has said he de
mo povernment and condd welt now
adopt a mase positive zporoach towards
tleszamhigue’s needs.

The cun-up 0 independence offers a
uRigque ORpOrtaity Wo niusis: ket ship.
wagingly, within - Mozambique
conditions are gruducity lcmrmnb to
acrmal, as are communications with the
Republic, Work at Cabora Bassa <on

tinues as normal, according 1@l d A, | -

and the Chamber of Mines repons that
mine  labour coatinues to dlow in
“strongly™ and that recrinting continues.

Return to normal

Labour conditioes at the pont (whee
29 ships were waiting on Wadnesday)
and at the Sonarep retinery e improv
ing. The port has reivincd to normal

davtime working, and the harkdR¥Rie

orities have asked the SAR to siep up
the number of trains 1o LM to a miai-
mum of 1) a day, a 50" improvement
on the last few weeks.

Indced there has been a resurgence of
hepe in transpont circles »1"" good rela-
tions between Mozambiqi e aml SA will
be retaiued and the SAP. is Lending over
backwards to cooperate.

r,‘ "
artiving in considerable volume plus
petrot for the Eastern Trarsvaal.

In Johannesburg, Satto told the FAf
that shippers report Beira's position o
be somewhat better than LM’s. Safto is
advising exporters to contact Railway
HQ before diverting to other ports.

Railways does not want dl\er>.0|ls to
take place (sze. page 1109). Fer one
thing, LM is a hcavy TR

cargo such as cre and coal,
sions mean overloading facilities at 5A
ports at a time of severs congestion.,

To tide over the 1ood shortage
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nanclal aid quickly. SA should

23 ot fuReed... .

ym LM, gensral iniportesaresnow.

3
4
r""_{"-}'
he the ono o provide i

Frelimo and Fortuguese army -patre's
arc continving their daily handeuts of
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_ eoseqtials (o7 adults o the value of Ese

50 (R1,24) per person. Frelimo has aiso
been perspadiag White and Asian shop-
keepers who fled the shantytowns o
return and is oifering guarantess of
sufety,

A reinftd un ion is the shortaye of
money. LM danks say ail but a few
branches — sorae hit by staifing prob-
leins —— are epen. lut on Tuesday it weas
announced that o it o withdrawals.
by individuals had beea plased ap Fe
4 000 dzily (aboct R100) with a ma
imum of Bz 0300 a wels \.\.:5,;
Withdrawals for fogitinute calanes and
wagcs continue 1o b2 met,

Long torm dozns huve hoza alracs:
unohtaipable since April 25, and hardest
clion im'.u:ary.
t‘-pofrc.ﬂ-

hit has been the cons
However, in Jchaneosburg,
ian for Bance Cradi ;

“Hquigity is pot 1oy
twe 18 Al wuin scturg up the pow-
naticnajised  Dancn  Necienal  Ultra-
nraoto {BNL) as = cente 3

One que
of DNU's con
ing functions, and here the SA Heserve
Bank could help u prest dead

Al the momeat muech obvionsly
depends on the avedaiality of forcign
wange with'a Mozambigue with
0 condust business. Al trade
A is denomianted aad puid for in
ronds aud dozambianan businessmen
becn Lining up for them ai the

rnother indication of bow
e h Mozambigue necds cash fram
SA.

Uil the Apdl vcour. rangds were
sorally availeble in lv.iozn.mbiqu 0
ace business because port chu
w lzbour payments and wws:
b.owhl in SA LUTIeney, thougn ther
olays in oitaining currcm,) p(.
. Mow. with vace wainty and cur

smuggling the suua‘mn is much

‘A S ouaxr..ss"xer.. no less than
governmeint, are aware that the wors:
kind of neighbour in Mozmmbigus witi
b2 an impoverished one. Now is the time
tc make a gencrous oficr. Mr Cinssano
can hardly afford o refuse.




