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C O M M E N T : PEACE MOVES ON I4OZAMBIQUE 1 7 . 3 . 1 9 8 9

T h e  N k o m a t i  A c c o r d  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  t 4 o z a m b i q u e  w a s

s i g n e d  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  y e s t e r d a y .  D e v e l o p m e n t s  s i n c e  t h e n  h a v e

s h o w n  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t s  w i t h  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  p o l  i t i c a l  p o 1  i c i e s

c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  m u t u a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d

o f  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  f n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  f i v e  y e a r s ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a

a l s o  b e c a m e  i n v o l  v e d  i n  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  A n g o l a ,  t 4 o z a m b i g u e ' s  s i s t e r

s t a t e ,  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  a  p e a c e  a c c o r d  f o r  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  A f r i c a .

T h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  p e a c e  a c c o r d ,  f o r m a l i z e d  l a s t  D e c e m b e r  a f t e r

m a n y  m o n t h s  o f  p a i n s t a k i n g  d i p l o m a c y ,  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  s e e n  i n

t h e  t r a n s i t  j - o n  o f  S o u t h  t d e s t  A f r i . c a  t o  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  A n d  t h e r e

i s  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  l e g  o f  t h e  p e a c e  a c c o r d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e

c i v i l  w a r  i n  A n g o l a  w i l l  n o w  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  e a r n e s t ,  w i t h

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s  o f  A n g o l a  a n d  f i v e  o f  h e r  n e i g h b o u r s  m e e t i n g  1 n

H a r a r e  o n  M o n d a y  t o  i . n v e s t i g a t e  . w a y s  o f  e n d i n g  t h e  c i v i l  w a r .

S o u t h  A f r i . c a ' s  1 6 1 e  i n  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  A f  r i c a n  p e a c e  i n i t i a t l v e

w a s  n o t  o n l y  v i t a l  i t  w a s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d

f  j - n a l 1 y  S o u t h  A f  r i c a  '  s  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  p o h r e r  i n  S o u t h e r n

A f r i c a .  A n d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s  d u r i n g  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e

p r o t r a c t e d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  A n g o l a ,  C u b a  a n d

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  a b u n d a n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s

b o n a  f i d e s  t o w a r d s  h e r  n e i g h b o u r s  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  I t  i s  p e r h a p s

n o  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s  o r  s o  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n

a c c e l e r a t i o n  i n  d i p l o m a t i c  a n d  t r a d e  c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A f r i c a

a n d  t { o z a m b i g u e  a  p e r i o d  c o i n c i d i n g  w l t h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t c o m e  o f

t h e  s o u t h - w e s  t e r n  A f  r  j - c a n  p e a c e  i n l t i a t i v e .
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f n  t he  cL ima te  o f  co -ope ra t i on  and  t r us t  t ha t  has  been  c rea ted ,

the re  a re  now in i t i a t i ves  a foo t  t o  b r i ng  peace  to  Mozamb igue ,  wh ich ,

l i ke  Ango la ,  has  been  to rn  asunder  by  a  devas ta t i ng  c i v i l  wa r .

Mr  P i k  Bo tha ,  sou th  A f r i ca ' s  M in i s t e r  o f  Fo re ign  A f f a i r s ,  sugges ted

Ias t  December  tha t  a  peace  i n i t i a t i ve  s im i l a r  t o  t ha t  under taken

in  sou th -wes te rn  A f r i ca  shouLd  be  a t tempted  to  end  the  c i v i l  wa r

in  Mozamb ique .  The  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  wh ich  med ia ted  i n  sou th -wes te rn

A f r i ca ,  i s  known  to  be  ready  to  o f fe r  he r  good  o f f i ces  i f  f o rma l l y

app roached .  A t  he r  mee t ing  w i th  Mr  P i k  Bo tha  i n  London  th i s  week ,

P r ime  M in i s te r  Marga re t  Tha tche r  o f  B r i t a in  6a id  he r  Governnen t

wou ld  rega rd  i t  as  a  ma jo r  s tep  fo rward  w i th  immense  pos i t i ve

po ten t i a l  f o r  t he  who le  o f  Sou the rn  A f r i ca  i f  t he  c l v i l  wa r  i n

Mozamb ique  cou ld  be  ended .  Mozamb j .que ' s  response  has  been  cau t i ous

bu t  l t  has  no t  been  w i thou t  i n te res t  i n  Mr  Bo tha ' s  sugges t i on .

To  th i s  m ix  o f  con t r i bu t i ons  by  i n te res ted  pa r t i es  has  been

added  an  apparen t l y  cons t ruc t i ve  con t r l bu t i on  by  the  Sov ie t  U r i i . on ,

r {h i ch  has  a  s t rong  d ip lomat i c  p resence  i n  Sou the rn  A f r i ca .  Moscow

has  g i ven  seve ra l  i nd i ca t i ons  o f  l a te  tha t  l t  w i l l  suppor t  a

nego t ia ted  se t t l emen t  ra the r  t han  a  m l l i t a ry  so lu t i on  o f  reg iona l

p rob lems  in  Sou the rn  A f r i ca .  The  mos t  empha t i c  exp ress ion  o f

po l i cy  j . n  t h i s  rega rd  came th i s  week  f rom the  Head  o f  t he  A f r i can

A f fa i r s  Depar tmen t  i n  t he  Sov ie t  Po re ign  M in i s t r y ,  Mr  Yu r i  Yuka lov ,

who  sa id  tha t  t he  s i t ua t i on  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca  shou ld  be  app roached

th rough  po l i t i ca l  means  and  no t  m iL i t e ry  means .  Th i s  i s  a  d i rec t

repud ia t i on  o f  t he  tac t i cs  o f  t he  A f r i can  Na t iona l  cong ress .

As  was  demons t ra ted  i n  t he  sou th -wes te rn  A f r i can  peace  i n i t l a t i ve . ,

ou ts ide  powers  can  p lay  the i r  r6Le  bu t  t he  f i na l  so lu t i ons  mus t  be

p rov ided  by  the  gove rnmen ts  o f  sou the rn  A f r i ca .  As  the  success  o f

the  peace  i n i t i d t l ve  i n ' sou th - rdes te rn  A f r i ca  i s  bu i l t  upon ,  t he re

a re  now hopes  tha t  a  new e ra  i s  abou t  t o  dawn ,  as  we l l ,  i n

sou th -eas te rn  A f r i ca .
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