| ‘More false promises

MAPU'!O——WMnSouthAﬁ:mmep
Minister Roelof ‘‘Pik’* Botha last month
“suggested U.S. mediation to resolve the con-
ﬂ:cthoumblque the reaction here was

Bodu's short-lived proposal, which some
observers think was meant for internal South
African consumption, came amid mounting
evidence that Pretoria is continuing to support
terrorist operations by the Mozambique Na-
tional Resistance (MNR).

Briefing foreign journalists in early Feb-
ruary, Botha had suggested that since
Washington had played the role of mediator in
last year's complex negotiations over Angola

and Namibia, there was no good reason why .

the Americans shouldn’t do the same over
Mozambique. For good measure, he threw in
. the suggestion of Soviet participation in such
talks. T
It seems Botha had not comsulted with
Washington before making the proposal, and
he had certainly not mentioned the idea to any-
one in Mozambique.

The first reaction to Botha’s statements
came from one of Mozambique's senior dip-
Armando

Jomats, the ambassador to London,
Panquene, who simply pointed out that
Mozambique was a sovereign state under at-
tack, Mﬂmnwsuptotheaggresscnoend
the war.

On Feb. 8, an unnamed Motambican gov-
emmeht declared that “‘there
can only be an official reaction to a complete
set of proposals and not 10 declarations trans-
‘ 'l'hueoldlwponsebmughlnothascurrymg
"to Maputo on Feb. 10 to *‘clarify’’ his state-
ment. After an audience with President
Joaquim Chissano, Botha reversed his earlier
call for mediation.
= *“We do not need mediation. We understand
each other,”” be said, ‘‘but if any of the major
powers, like the U.S., wou'ybe prepared to
‘Play a constructive role to assist in the com-
mmon objective of creating peace and stability,
“the two govemments would not object to
that.>’

Commenung on the matter the followmg
-week in Harare, at a joint conference of the
-Socialist International and the ruling parties of
dlefmtlmesmes Chissano said it was not at

howfartchouthAﬁ'lcansmtended

with their new proposal.

observers in Maputo link Botha’s pro-
pos:l with power struggles inside South Af-
urica’s ruling National Party. Following his
mkemlanuuy President P.W. Botha re-
ngnedasladerofdneNauondey and the
. perty’s pesfiamentary caucus had to elect a
" successor. Pik Botha did very badly, and was
‘hockedmnmlheﬁmmndofvoung
‘.Q'l'hlssmwslydamages?ikBothaschance
.-of eventually becoming South Africa’s presi-
. dent. So he may have launched his *‘peace in-
+ itistive’* as a publicity stunt with a domestic
-ndmeevetymuchmxmnd ‘‘He_wants to

prove be’s still foreign minister,”” rcnarked

onesopMownbmnoﬂicml
e . Mozambique has remained unwavering in
its opposition to any negotiations that would
»»mvolveSouthAﬁ:casMNmegates At

: the Harare conference, Chissano warned that |
. if the aim of any projected negotiations was
, %10 seek a compromise between those who

. waiit 8 united and indcpendent nation, and

" since it runs against the interests and the survi-
. v.!.ﬂ_l'_a_l_y in,dep_endent nation."’
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Despite the promise P.W. Botha made at his
September meeting with Chissano that all
South Amncan support to the MNR would
stop, evidence to the contrary has piled up.

A defector from the MNR's Li office,
Chanjunja Chivaca Joao, once head of the re-
bels' organization and mobilization depart-

ment for Europe, testified in late November

tha the communications links between the
Lisbon office and the MNR’s main military
base in the South African province of Trans-
vaal remained fully functional.
Mozambicans repatriated from South Africa
have testified that white South African officers
tried to coerce or bribe them into joining the
MNR, and that they were detained at an MNR

camp somewhere near the Kruger National '

Lagk.
A rebel spy, Moises Macaxaze, c.; =cd in -
the céntral city of Chimoio in February, said

I
f

Special to the Guardian |

he had been present when a South African -

plane flew supplies into a rebel camp on Nov.
12—two months after Botha’s promises.
All five incidents of sabotage against the

" transmission lines carrying electricity from

South Africa to Maputo between October and

January took place less than three miles from

the South African border. Mozambican elec-

tricity officials are convinced the saboteurs e |

tered from South Africa and went back there.
In short, it is all business as usual, and

Botha’s September promises are proving as

-worthless as the ones made when Mozambique

and SouthAﬁiasignedanonaggmssionac-_‘

cord in 1984.

The South African army has promised to.
*‘investigate” Mozambican complaints. Thi8:
investigation started in November, but when
the head of the South African army, Gen. A.J.

Liebenberg, who co-chairs the Mozambique/

South Africa joint security commission, was
asked about the progress of the investigations
in late January, he could point to no concrete
results.

Questioned by Mozambican journalists after
a meeting of the security commission in
Maputo on Jan. 25, Liebenberg could only say
that the investigations ‘‘are continuing, and I
have invited the Mozambican authorities to as-
sist.”’

This reticence is hardly , since
Licbenberg himself, in his previous job as
commander of South Africa’s special forces,
was deeply involved in the MNR operation.
Documents captured from the MNR in 1985 -

showdmhebeubetglookpanmmeenngsw

with MNR leaders i Pretoria that planned the !
desubnlMonofMozanblqne : .
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