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warnings f rom Defence Min is ter  South Afr ica 's  per formance under  shoot  down a je t l iner  coming f rom
Magnus Malan, was extraordinary. the Nkomati Accoid - if the captured inside their own territory?

Foreign Min is ter  Pik  Botha 's  Gorongos,a d iar ies deta i l ing coni inued Because of  the dangerous secuÍ i ty
denials meant nothing because, to South African support for Renamo situation in central Mozambioue it i i
much of the international community, are anything to go by - has further probable that the Tupolev wainor off
the t ruth has long ceased to be a d imin ished Pretor ia 's  reputat ion for  course but  in  fact  t ravel l ing a safer

feature of pretoria's activities in the trustworthiness. westem route, rather than risk being

subcon[inent. 
None of this is evidence in itself of shot down by Renamo.

From ins ide South Afr ica i t  is  what ,happened on the fatefu l  n ight  of  In  that  case,  Fre l imo sold iers would
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of  the iubcont inent ,  r ight iy  or  va l id  than that  created by Pretor ia 's

wrongly, has the impression that prompt openness to inuolu.rnent b1: 
KaNgwane's chief Ìr{inister' Enos

pretor ia  is  a bul ìy  boy which does as i t  i r ,e  Mozambicans and other  
Mabuza'  sa id that  judging by the

pÌeases. independent international aviatior 
inflow of reÍusees' there are few signs

Because rhe Defence Act blocks experts in frnding out what happened 
' 
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virtually aÌl indcpendenl reponing on On the basis of the details which

the actiíities of the SA Defúce Fo1ce, have emerged so far it is impossible to That leaves the SADF which,

ih; S;;ih Ám"un public is woefully deduce wúich rheory - úat it was according to Botha, had the plane on
--  

_ 
:  p i lo t  er ror ,  Or  that  the p lane was Shot  the i r  radar  scÍeens even before i t
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,, words on Monday to that eífect. pilot errãr -- a." ,epons thê pilot
:  tàxpa êf SÌ, . ,mOngy;r ' ;  -  ,  , ' ,  ihought he was coming in to land in
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ignorant  of  what  the mi l i tary  : , . i r t t r :OtrwaS nlS. : , imlStaKe: , lusL:  i ,

h'íerarchy is doing with taxpayers' ,,, ';1t.',,;,anotttei.tincidèn!i:' ln;a.,;'; 'tt 't 
The survivors have said they were

' money. , ,i,,i,blzarre, c.há.in;, of,ievenrsi , asked to.buckle up and prepare for the

m íglS, South Àfrica went to waÍ 
'.:,:, .i:,1'ì,lil;f;"'Jír-o;,,.i,,,,1;,'':i;'rl;'*I.,,ì. ' descent into Maputo, a fact confirmed

wi th Angôla wi thout  te l l ing i ts  own -  by.avìat ion.author i t ies in  Swazi land

people. S'ince then it has been accused However, he was reported to be and Mozambique'

of  prov id ing cover t  c , ,h^^rr  r^  suf fer ing concussion at  the t ime and,  Severa l  theor ies have emerged to

surrogate armies ft;ïïiü' ;; :l].1,., tt:". 
were not shot down, he explain this: that he rnistook the radio

overthrow tt,e goue.i-.;i* ;; wo,uld be first to be held responsibls. beacon at Komatipoort for Ìr4aputo, or

Angola,  Z imbabwe,  M"t ; - ; ï ; .  . ;â  -^9 l l : :  
surv iv ing passengers that  the Morse code s ignal  for

Lesotho.  
reponed hear ing a loud bang or  a Nelspru i t  is  ident ica l  to  that  for

The southern African Deveìopment sound like a shot before the lights 
Maputo'

Coordinat ion Conference (SADCC) wentoutandthepÌanecrashèd.  The p i lo t  er ror  theory ra ises

has estimated that up til l a year ago Fernando Joao, the survivor whose questions about the operation oí the

South Afr ican destabí isat ion had cost  account  was publ ished by the Ìv Íaputo a i r  contro l  tower which

other countries in the region more Mozambican neús agency, Airn, was cleared the plane to land.

t h a n $ l O - b i l l i o n ( R 2 5 - b i l l i o n ) . .  q u o t e d a s s a y i n g :  " W e h e a r d t h e p l a n e  A  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p i l o r
SADCC says that destabiüsation has screech, it seemed that it was shot at." error theory is the fact that the

caused widespread misery and death.  F lowever ,  what  the passengers couÌd Mozambicán author i t ies have

In only  one example,  i i  says some ni l ._ l : ïo  could have been the-p lane themselves not  yct  suggestcd that  the
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the tops of  t rees before i t  p ìanewasshotdorvn '
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A t  t h i s  s t a g e  i t  s e e m s  a l m o s t  a n
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down, . the accepted fac i that  the p i lo t  made a

a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s r a b i l i i e  M a c h e l ' s  
q u r s t l o n a n s e s : b y w h o / A s u g S e s l l o n  m i s t a k e , b u t w a s h i s m i s t a k e t h e c a u s e

gou".n.nént ,  act ive ly  preveàted food of  the acc ident ,  or  was i t  just  another

ád reaching droughi-siricken areas. coincidence in a most bizarre string of
- Only last-week úhite gunmen raided events?

a  r e f u g e e  o f f i c e  i n  S w a z i l a n d ,
removing the files on 800 people. A
Delence Force spokesman, asked to
comment ,  sa id:  " I t  is  unreal is t ic  to
exDect the SADF to comment on every


