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F course, just about the only topic for discus-
sion in southern Africa this week has been
Mozambican President Samora Machel's tragic
death in a plane crash in the Lebombo Mountains.

Millions of words have been written about the
crash, the possible causes and the implications for
the region, but little attention has been given to
one of the central ironies of the situation. .

On the basis of the facts now available, it
seems that the South African Government has
actedfimpeccably.

It hdvised the Mozambican Government as
soon 3s was reasonably possible and it assisted
top Mozambicans to visit the crash site, to deal
with the dead and the injured and to begin their
investigation - into the ‘ L

crash. It ensured that M ' h I- :
the vital flight recorder aC e .
was ‘sealed and it an- B 7a
nounced an investiga- SA

tion that would involve can t
South African, Mozam- . .
bican and Russian ex- \W/]) Wlth

perts, together with
representatives of the

International Civil the | IynCh

Aviatibn  -Association.

Everything + possible b
was dpne for the survi-~m0 4
vors. '

Additionally, South Africa is giving the So-
viet Government access o the Soviet pilot of the
-crashed plane who was being treated in a South
African military hospital.’ It has also allowed
the pilot’s wife to visit him.”

Those of us who cover this froubled region-of
ours know that the South African Government
mostly plays according to its own rules. So, when
it does play the game according to widely-accept-
ed international rules, perhaps it should get some
credit. ) ,

But, what has happened? :

Zimbabwe’s state-owned or state-controlled
‘media have blamed South Africa for the crash,
claiming the Mozambican' jet was “shot down”.
No wonder, then, that Zimbabwean students ran
riot op Tuesday, burning the South African Air-
ways pffice in Harare, stoning. the South African
Trade\Mission in Harare and attacking the Ma-
lawi High Commission, the Air Malawi offices
and the American Embassy.

- Marginally more circumspect, the African Na-
tional Congress in Lusaka accused the South Afri-
can Government of being “directly or indirectly”
responsible for President Machel’s death. It said
that, until the contrary was proved, the ANC
would contend that either South Africa or its Mo-

zambique Resistance Movement “proxies” caused
the crash. ~ -~ #=mermasar: e e

———reyagy it

Sunday Star [Review], 26 October 1986

Later, Zambia's President Kenneth Kaunda
said South Africa was guiity of playing a part in
President Machel’s death “unless a team of inter-
national experts prove it innocent’y

On Wednesday, University of Botswana stu-
dents handed the Minister for Presidential Af-
fairs, Mr P Kedikilwe, a letter in whick they ac-
cused South Africa of an “act of internatlonal ter-
rorism”. ' ‘ = )

In many other different parts of the world,
covertly or overtly, South Africa has been blamed
for the crash and, in all places where they are ac-
tive, anti-apartheid groups will try to use the
crash to add to the international pressure on,
South Africa. Ten A : R

At worst, they will claim South Africa, ei-
ther directly or working- through “the MNR,
caused the crash. At best, there will be the argu-
ment that President Machel would never have
been in the plane if he had not been forced to hold
international discussions aimed at limiting the
activities of the MNR “bandits” which Mozambi- .
que still insists are being supported by the South
African Government. "

Unfortunately, the reaction to the crash does
litle more than confirm an international attitude
in terms of which the South African Government
is damned, no matter what action it takes.

When South Africa does act correctly, it gets
little or no credit for so doing. :

This, in turn, just adds to the South Afriqan
Government’s determination to do its own thing
and to hell with the consequences.

If and until the facts prove otherwise, South
Africa should be regarded as innocent — no mat-
ter what the South African Government's per-
ceived record in Southern Africa may pe. .

And, from the South African point of view,
the more international involvement it can get
in the crash investigation, the better it will be
for everybody. D — John D’Oliveira is Editor of
The Star's Africa News Service.





