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McBrider Machel cover-up
Crash breakthrough reason McBride being in jail?

By JIMMY SEEPE

It is alleged that the Machel in-
vestigation, which was relaunched
two years ago,at the insistence of
the African Natitinal Congress, and
was been conducted under the aus-
pices of the Transvaal Attorney
General, Dr Jan D'Oliviera, has un-
covered new information that
could have led to the possible arrest
and conviction of Mozambican offr-
cials including former South Afri-
can government ministers and in-
telligence agents.--The 

nEw information has also ap-
parently revealed several pay
transactions that could have gone
on before, and .after, Machel's
death.

It is understood the threat of go-
ing public with the breakthough led
to MI officials, with the possible in-
volvument oi Mozambican govern-
ment counterparts, drawing up an
elaborate plan months ahead to
frame a senior South African gov-
ernment official in gun running
and plans of a coup plot - and that
McBride was the one chosen.

McBride has been languishing in
a Mozambican jail on apparentlY
flims1' allegations, similar to
those provided in the discrcdited
report compiled by former South
African National Defence Force
chiel General Georg Meiring.

The Meiring report, which was
apparently compiled from the
statement of a suspected agent,
Vusi Mbatha, was further dis-
credited by ajudicial commission
of inquiry, headed by Chief Jus-
tice Ismael Mohommed.

The commission found the re-
port "flawed" and "without sub-
stance".

The Meiring report had claim-
ed that the new SANDF chief,
Lieutenant General Sitlhiwe
Nyanda, along with senior gov'
ernment and public ofticials,
were conspiring to topple the gov-
ernment of President Nelson
Mandela.

According to City Press
sources, the arrest of McBride
was a wellcngineered plan to try
and discredit the outcome of the

Machel investigation.
An intelligence source told CitY

Press: "It is clear that the
McBride plan was a Perfect and
elaborate decoy to thwart atten'
tion on the pending outcome of
new information on lr{achel.

"The plan was to raise so much
suspicion around individuals in
the new government that bY the
time new information on Ivlachel
comes out, people will ask as to
why such information was being
made public now, after the
McBride incident," he said.

"The plan is to create and focus
public attention on McBride so
that any new information on
Machel gets discredited," he said.

He added that the MI and Moz-
ambican plan "must have gone
astray because of its over-reli-
ance on their discredited source
and alleged MI agent, Vusi
Mbatha".

"They are now trying to find a
leg to stand on to justW the co_n'
tinued detention of McBride,
since the cover of their source
and alleged agent was uncover'
gd."

There is now suspicion that
someone close to people in the At-
torney General's offlce could
have tipped off MI agents and
their Mozambican counterParts,
in working out an elaborate Plan
to thwart the outcome of the
Machel investigation.

As a result, it is alleged that
Mozambican justice officials,
who are under pressure from MI
agents, might be forced to keeP
McBride for as long as theY can in
prison to thwart attempts to re'
veal new Machel information.

Mozambican justice officials
recently said they "cannot re-
lease McBride" until theY find
two ambassadors, an American
and Cuban, who are thought to
have had knowledge "of the con'
spiracy" to topple Mandela's gov-
ernment.

Both the American and Cuban
embassies have denied knowl-
edge of any of its oflicials in the
coup plot, and said they had no
such names of officials within
their ranks.

STARTLING INFORMATION link-
ing the arrest of Foreign Affairs
Deputy Director General, Robert
McBride, two months ago, to the
uncoverlng of new information re-
gardlng the planc crash that killed
Mozambican president, Samora
Machel, has been made available to
City Press.

According to intelligence
sources, the investigation regard-
ing Machel's death 10 years ago has
uncovered new sensitive informa-
tion that links several senior Moz-
ambican offrcials, South African
Military Intelligence ofticials, and
Malawian and British intelligence
agents, in the death of Machel.

City Press yesterday learned that
the investigators for the Gauteng
Attorney General's office, who are
investigating the Samora Machel
plane crash, have been given infor-
mation that Mozambican oflicials
were involved in Machel's death
but so far have not found sullicient
evidence to prove it.
O City Press also learned that one
of the senior police investigators
who was suspended from the South
African investigation team assist-
ing the Mozambican police, Super-
intendent Lappies Labuschagne,
was on Thursdav seen in Mozam.
bique.

Labuschagne, who was removed
from the investigation team and is
now under inquiry by the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission,
was allegedly seen at the South Af-
rican High Commission offices in
Mozambique chatting to a member
of the South African Police Service
team, based in that country.

SAPS spokesperson in Mpumal-
anga, SuptPheo Dubruyn, confirm-
ed to City Press that Labuschagne
was in Mozambique this week.

Supt Dubruyn said Labuschagne
was in Mozambique "investigating
other cases" which he had been in-
volved in.

"He (Labuschagne) is carrying on
with other investigations on cross-
border crimes which he has been
working on with Mozambican and
Swaziland government police
teams."

There is growing suspicion that
Mozambican oflicials - who may
have been involved with South Af-
rican agents in Machel's death -
may be applying pressure to keep
McBride in jail, to turn the focus
away from a pending Machel break-
through.


