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JOHANNESBURG — Presi-
dent Samora Machel, leader of Mo-
zambique since its independence
from Portugal in 1975, died in a
plane crash on South African terri-
tory Sunday night, the South Afri-
can government announced Mon-

“h

¢ cause of the crash, which
coincided with increasing strains in
Mozambique’s relationship with
South Africa following the virtual
collapse of a 1984 nonaggression
pact, was not immediately known.

South African authonities said at
least 26 persons, including Mr. Ma-
chel, 53, died in the crash and 10
survived, one of them thought to be
a Soviet pilot. Mr. Machel's body,
witnesses said, was almost umecog-
nizable.

The Mozambican leader’s Sovi-
-et-made Tupolev jet crashed in a
remote area of South Africa, close
to the borders of Swaziland and
Mozambigue.

South African newspapers said it
‘strayed over South Africa in bad
weather. The border area is located
in hilly country.

Mr. Machel had been meeting in
northern Zambia with other south-
ern African leaders to consider de-
velopments in the region.

Mr. Machel’s powerful personal-

ity made him the unchallenged

leader of his avowedly Marxist Mo-
zambique Liberation Front, the na-
tion’s only lawful political move-
ment. His death, coinciding with
turmoil in many parts of southern
‘Africa, offered new uncertainties
for the region.

South Africa, which has backed
Mozambican rebels seeking Mr.
Machel’s overthrow, made no men-
tion of possible sabotage when it
announced the Mozambican lead-
er's death in & brief statement from
the office of President Picter W.
Botha.

But many people beyoad Pre-
toria's frontiers are certain 1o voice
coocern that the Mozambican lead-
er’s aircraft was sabotaged.

Such assertions seem certain to
be reinforced by a threat earlier this
month from South Africa’s defense

-gpipister, Magnus Malan; %ho
warned black-ruled ncighbors that
offered them a choice: “ei-

Eeecc and cooperation, of coa-

flict
Alfred Nzo, the general secretary
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President Samora Machel of Mozambique

of the the African National Con-
gress, the most prominent of guer-
rilla organizations seeking the over-
throw of apartheid, said in
Copenhagen that the crash was a
“deliberately committed crime” by
South Africa or its Mozambican
rebel allies.

Hours after South Africa an-
nounced Mr. Machel’s death, Mo-
zambique’s officially controlled
media had made no reference to his
death, telling citizens only that he
was “missing,” had not returned on
schedule from Zambia and that a
crash in South Africa was under
investigation. The radio began
playing solemn music.

Mozambique officially con-
fxrgnod Mr. Piachd s death Mon-
day night, Reuters reporied from
Maputo, Mozambique.

[Marcelino dos Santos, a Polit-
buro member who broadcast a
communiqué Monday morning
that the president was overdue on a

t frem Zambia, confirmed the

th in‘a statement broadcast by,
official Radio Mozambique.] <+
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appeal reflected official
fears Lhal guerrillas of the South
Africa-supported Moumbu}l\;:
National Resistance, which
“claimed major ‘successes After an
. upsurge of activity in recent weeks,
might try to press a perceived ad-
van

tage.
Mr. dos Santos, aloag with For-
See CRASH, Page 6
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¢ign Minister Joaquim Chissano
and the minister of planning,
Mario Machungo, are said by ana-
lysts in Maputo to be likely con-
lcnden for Mozambique's presi-

dency. Speculation over a successor
was rarely voiced before Mr. Ma-
chel’s death.

The Mozambican Embassy in
Lusaka said two cabinet ministers,
Transport Minister Alcantara San-
tos and Deputy Foreign Minister
Jase Carlos Lopo, were among the
passengers.

South Africa’s foreign minister,
R.F. Botha, toured the area of the
crash on a hilltop just inside South
African territory in the so-called
tribal homeland of Kangwane on
Monday.

“Without Machel,” he said in
reference to Mozambique’s civil
war, “one is concerned that conflict
will escalate.”

South Africa, eager to avoid ac-
cusations that it played a role in the
crash, said foreign aviation experts
would be welcome to assist in any
investigations.

[The plane was broken in two
with debris scattered across the
barren hillside, Reuters reported
from Mabuzini, South Africa.”

[Witnesses said Mr. Machel's
body was the first to be removed in
a coffin.]

Foreign Minister Botha invited
Mozambican representatives to in-
spect the site of the accident in an
apparent attempt to pre-empt ac-
cusations of foul play either by
South Africa or by the Mozam-
bique National Resistance.

The Soviet Union was a principle
ally of Mr. Machel during his days
as a guerrilla commander before
independence from Portugal. Mos-
cow has since supplied military
equipment, including combat heli-
copters to Mozambique.

But Mr. Machel had turned in-
creasingly to the West in the quest
for capital to shore up a battered
economy and military expertise to
combat the nation’s 10-year rebel-
lion.

Last year, Mr. Machel paid his
first visit to the United States and
his country joined the World Bank
and the International Monetary
Fund.

A combination of South African
military and economic pressure
forced Mr. Machel to sign a nonag-
gression pact with South Africa on
March 16, 1984, in the hope that his
withdrawal of support for the Afri-
can National Congress would, un-
der the terms of the treaty, sever
Pretoria’s support for the Mozam-

uc National Resistance.

nonaggression treaty earned
Mr. Machel the opprobrium of
black African allies, but his aides
depicted it as a matter of survival.

Since its inception, bowever, the
security accord has been beset with
problems. Mozambique has ac-

cused South Africa of continuing to
support the rebels, while Pretoria
has, with increasing stridency in
recent weeks, accused Mozam-
bique of renewing its backing for
guerrillas from the African Nation-
al Congress.

Earlier this month, six white
South African soldiers were injured
in a land mine explosion in eastern
South Africa, near the border with
Mozambique. Pretoria said the
mine had been planted by Mozam-
bique-based insurgents from the
African National Congress.

In a mounting war of nerves, .
South Africa announced a retalia-
tory plan to expel tens of thousands
of Mozambican workers whose re-
mittances are a vital source of for-
cign exchange for Mozambique.

Defense Minister Malan said
then that Mozambique seemed to
be tottering on the verge of col-
lapse. The Mozambique National
Resistance reported a widespread
campaign in several parts of the
country, prompting speculation
among commentators - here that
Pretoria was again exerting eco-
nomic and military pressure on Mr.
Machel to force hum into abandon-
ing all support for the African Na-
tional Congress.

According to reports by rebel
spokesmen and by travelers in Mo-
zambique, the Mozambique Na-
tional Resistance has recently at-
tacked and occupied a string of
Mozambican towns and has blown
up some rail links to Maputo.

The mecting Mr. Machel attend-
ed in northern Zambia was appar-
ently called to discuss the possibili-
ty of reopening Angola’s Benguela
Railroad, closed for a decade be-
cause of attacks by South African-
backed Angolan rebels led by Jo-
nas Savimbi. The railway starts in
Zaire, and a Zairean diplomat trav-
eling on Mr. Machel's plane was
said to be among the dead.

In Pretoria, President Botha sent
a message of condolences Monday
to Mr. Machel’s family, saying
aSﬁuth Africa had lost an influential

y.

B U.S. Sends Condolences

The White House extended ‘the
condolences of the American peo-
ple Monday to the government and

le of Mozambique over the
death of Mr. Machel, United Press
International reported from Wash-
ington.

“President Machel led his people
with courage and unfailing deter-
mination in.the long struggle for
Mozambique’s independence and
nonalignment,” the chief White
ngs; spokesman, Larry Speakes,
said in a statement.

In Loadon, Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher sent a message of
condolence and the Foreign Office

ised Mr. Machel’s ccaseless ef-
orts to bring peace to southern
Africa, The Associated Press re-
ported.



