
Past quotations used
againstLabour leader

By Hugh l ioyes tg l \?3 evas, ion,  I  c lo  nor  r .egard i t  as  a
Parl iamentary Correspondent r ight reactiorr to jump to pre-
Westminster, Tuesday mature cotrclusions about a

.. ï Ìre massacre at Wiriyamu
seenred sadly not to be in the
forefront of ntost MPs' minds
today as the two sides of the
Commorrs set about each other' .s
throats with a ferocity thac
would have done credit to the
wilclest freedom f ighter.

As t l re  c lebate neat 'ed i ts  cr tc l .
with Mr Nfichael Foot, from the
Labour front bencl-t ,  bel lolving
across the table and Toly N{Ps
hissing, yel l ing, and . ieering
back at hirn. i t  seemed that the
Cltarnber was being trans.
formed into an inferno of vol-
canic propor:t ìor-rs.

The I lousc l rad long ago po lar -
ized into two camps-those wil l '
ing to accept almost anything
evi l  of Portugal and the
Portuguese, and those rvho
would strew rose petals before
Dr Caetano at every opportun-
iqy.

Mr  Wi lson set  the toue of  the
dqbate on Mozanrbique when he
delivered a nurtrber of hostages
til.. fortune by callirr.e, in cffect,
fôr PortugaPs expulsion f ron't
Ì lhto, an intenrational cordon
sanitaire around the shor:cs of
Portuguese Afr ica aud fol sup-
port for the freedom fighters.
presumably Frel imo, " against
their olrpressors "-

But whatever" [he r igÌrts or the
úrongs of the Mozambique
atrocity. there was ì lo doubt
that toda.y it was Mr Wilson
who was massacred.

.To loud ï 'o ry  c ì reers ,  S i r  A lec
Dotrglas-Fiome said t l-rat l ie
hoped l \ { r  Wi lson 's  suggest ion
that  Por tugaI  should  bc t Ì r rorvu
our  o f  Nato rvas the same sor t
of promise that he had given
when he had sa id  he would
rev i ve  t he  Nassau  ag reemen t .
.  S i r  A lec went  on to  te l l  the

House t Ì ra t  f  lom the repor ts
received by the Goverunrettt
f rom Br i ta in 's  I 'epreser ì ta l - lves
in  the area,  a l though there was
et idence < l f  c lashes betweetr
guerr i l las  and Por tuguese
t roops,  there was no ev idence
of ã massacre on the scaìe
sugge.sted. Then, with some of
the most lethal quotations to
have been res l l r rec ted for  some
time against the Labour leader.
S i r  A lec demol ished Mr Wi Ì -
son's great crusade.

" Portugal is, of course, an
old and loyal ally rvithin Nato.
This does not ntean that we sup-
port her pol icies in Afr ica ", Y?s
Slr Alec's first quote from NIr
Wilson in 1969. That was Pre'
cisely the present Govertrment's
pos,ition, the Foreign Secrq.liary
iold the Hou:;e to loud Torv
cheers.

As Mr Wilson sunlí deePlY
in to  h is  seat j  as  is  h is  wont
whe.n he, .  j  s squat"elY in the
siehì\ì f  t f ie eirettry, Sir Alec
bloughi.tll& secertd'barrel dn to
i"È.j opll." .lTv,.I,Ei, 4glsqg rq
i t rs t  l :efm'c a v isÌ t  to t l re Uni ted
States,  Nïr  \Ar i lsor t  h4d said :
"  l [ 'o  luspertd ì t rdgnrentçot t  r l tat
is  nei ther cowardìce nor urot 'a l

f r iend and an a l l -v . "
That ,  repeated Si r  A lec.  a lso

lvas the Governntent 's  pos i t ion.
" What kind of intel lectual agi l-
j ty  is  i t  that  a l lo rvs  h im to  make
such au eminent ly  sar le  juds-
nrcÌrt  l r i rnself  and then to cle-
nounce others rrho say precisely
tÌre same thing."

T ' o  add  t o  N Í r ' lV i l son ' s  d i s -
conr f i ture  ar rd  the c lear  embar .
Ì 'assÌ1Ìelrt  of À4r'  Robert Melì ish.
Labour 's  Chie f  Whip,  Mr  Er ic
Hef fer  jumpcd up at  th is  po in t
to reutind Sir Alec that Ì Ì lany
Labour '  [ , IPs,  whatever  r ì re i r
leac ler  had been say ing,  had
been continuously urging
Britain to lrave nothing what-
soever to do with fascist Portu-
ga l .

" I  acquit Mr Heffer of
double standards, but not l \4r '
WiÌson," the Foreign Secretary
rep l ied.

Inevitably, the role of The
Times, as the fir:st newspaper to
prìnt the massacre reports, was
much discussed by l \{Ps in both
canÌps.  l \ { r  Wi lson to ld  the
FIouse that  he be l ieved that  the
editor in a ì ' Ìraiter of such
ï ì ' tonìenf  would  not  have pr in ted
these repor ts  a t  th is  t ime i f  he
d id  not  ì rave good reason to
bel ieve them.

Th e contrary view was put by
Mr Stephen Hastings, Conserva.
tive IulP for Mid-Bedfordshire,
who said he rvas not at al l
certairr that TIze Times had sent
anyone to  cor roborate  th is
story. Thjs would have been the
establ ished method of evaiua.
t ion which should  be known to
the editor of any rnain news-
pa! )er .

i \{r  Wilson told the House
tìrat Labour condemned the
whole lifestyle of Portuguese
fascism at home and repressive
colonial ism abroad. Everyone
must form his own judgment
on the reports in The Tímes.
These had been widely sup-
ported by other reports accom-
panied by a great amount of
detaiÌ  -  circumstantial -  but
circumstantial in the sense that
to reject them meant an asser-
tion of total and calcuÌated
dishonesty on the part of the
priests and others concerned.

Mr Wilson wanted to know
whether the llouse was being
asked to bel ieve a proposit ion
that the fathers of Burgos, other
Spanish missiouaries, Portu-
gúese priests, the International
Commission of Jurists and
Arnnesty joined with the Corn'
mittee for Freedom of Mozam'
bique, Angola and Guinea had
forrned a conspiracy to fabri-
cate the evidence to lrartn the
Portugueqe Covernmetrt orr the
eve of Dl Caetatlo's -yipitn . ,  $q
0ne, rvetlt on the Labour lrÈndeUt
after tlre recent report$, coukl
possibly ìust i fy either Portug;r l
in  NaÍo o l r  the fc t ing bJ '  Mr
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lléatir of the Portuguese Plinre
IVIinister.'"*Ftout 

the Iìory f lont lrci.ich
l i i r  A Iec  a rgued  tha t  to  have
cance l led  Dr  Cae tano 's  v i s i t  on
the basis of  The Tintes 's ar" t ic Ìc,
wh ich  was  a t  bes t  ques t ionab ie

at  secot td or  th i rd hand. 
" r 'ot r ld

have  bccn  to  j ump to  p re Ì r ìa tu rc

conclusions,  to prejudge t Ì re
casc against  at1 o ld and loval

çllv.- , , ; , ,11t"  Government d id not  know
üíôr d id the Opposi t ion rvhat

$, fu ipenect  in \4ozambique at  rhe
t imc or  at  the place meni ionccl

; i r [ ' t he  a l t i c le .  Sonre  p r ies ts  [ rad
lqade  a r l  accusa t ion  o f  a  ho r ' r i -
' fg i r rg and large.scaìe rnassacre.
Their  b ishop rcfused I  o be
çlrart n into the colltroversv. ancl
o the r  peop le  r vho  knew t i ró  i r rea
had been uuable to cor l 'o Ì )orate
i t  aud  had  cas t  se r ious  doub ts
o11 the story.

ï t  r vas  le f t  t o  Mr  Dav id  S tee l
of  t l re L iberal  Party to rnake t l re
11 ìos t  sc r l s ib le  sugges t ion  o f  the
day.  The case,  he saic l ,  lvas nut

proven, but  equal ly  there \vas a
case  to  be  answered .  The  mos t
important  c lemand f ronr the
Comnrons  shou ld  be  f  o r  an
indelrendent inquiry bv soÌr1e
inpart ia l  internat ional Ìy res-
pec ted  body .

The  Oppos i t i on  n ro t i o r r  on  Dr
Caetano's v is i t  was re. iected bv
299  vo tes  to  27 I .  Government
ma jo r i t y  o f  28 .

I - isbon,  July 17.- I ) r  Caetano's
con t rove rs ia l  v i s i t  t o  London
took up a large part  of  t i re L is-
bon press today but  there \ .vas
l i t t l e  o f f i c ia l  reac t ion  o r  r Ìe \ vs -
paper comment.

A Foreign Ì \ , l in is t ry spokes-
Ì l ìar l  said Dr Caêtano's v is i t ,
t r i t ter ly  at tacked bv part  of  the
Br i t i sh  p ress  and  Ìe t t -w ing
groups o\ . 'er  the nlassacÌ 'e aì lega-
t ions i r t  N{ozarnbiquê,  "  seemed
to be going very u,e l l  " .

O f  the  demons t ra t i ons  in
[ ,ondon  aga ins t  Dr  Cae tano ,  he
sa id  the re  rvou ld  be  a  l o t  o f
noise for  a lvhi le,  "  t l len t l re.r  get
t i l ed  " .

TÌre spokesrìau s l r rugged of f
tbe  Br i t i sh  pa r ì i amen ta ry  deba te
or"r  the v is i t .  r  r i th a curt  re-
n ra rk  :  "  Po r tuga l  i s  one  o [  NTr
Wi l son ' s  phob ia5 . " -Reu te r .


