
Mozambique atrocity reports: Portuguese policy in the colonies
a n d  o f  h o n ' ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t l r e i r  l a r l d -
m i n e s  ( s u p p l i c d  b y  R u s s i a  a t r d
C h i n a )  o p e r a t e  i r n p a r t i a l l y ,  l i k e  t h e
r a i n  f r o m  h e a y e n ,  u p o n  t f t e  j l t s t  a n d
u n j u s t .

I  o f  fe r  t l tese  remarks ,  no t  in  pa l l i '
a t ion  o f  t l te  massac t 'es  i t r  

' l ' e te ,  b t r t
s i m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p l e a  t h a t  y o t r  s l t o t r l d
prese l l t  us  rv i th  a  fa i r  and l la lanced
p i c t u r e  o f  w h a t  Ì h e  [ ' o r t t r g u c s c  a f e
d o i n g .

I i v i d e n c e  t h a t  y o u  r l e r e  o n c c  a b l e
to  see nrore  t Ì ra r t  one s ic le  o f  thc
argument  conìes .  odd ly  enough,  f ro r r r
o n e  o f  o u r  n r i s s i o n a r i e s .  N r r r s e
Susan Andrcw o f  S t  Ì \ Íon ica 's  l losp i -
ta l ,  Ì t {ac iene,  rv ro te  in  a  le t te r  c i rc r r '
l a t e d  b y  U S P G  l a s t  y e a r :  "  I n  J o a o
B e l o  o n e  s c e s  a s  m a n y  p e o p l e  o f
m i x e d  r a c e  a s  o n e  s e e s  l ) u r e  l n d i a n s .
or  pure  Af r i cans  ôr  p r r re  L ìu rog lcans .
The T i rnes  rvas  r igh t  in  an  ar t i c le  in
r rh ich  i t  rc íe r red  to  the  Por tuguese
a s  ' c o l o u r - b l i n d  ' .  C e r t a i u l y  i f  y o u
c a m e  t o  J o a o  l l e l o  ( r e f c r r e r l  t o  I o c -
a l l y  a s  S h i - s h i )  y o r r  w o u l d  a g l e e .  T h e
p r i r r c i p l e  i s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  i s  t r c a t e d
e q r r a l l y . . . . "

N o t  a  b a d  t r i b u t c  a n c l  r ç o r t l r  n o n -
t l e r i r r g ,  p e r h a p s .  i r r  t l r i s  c o u i r r t . y
r , r ' h e r e  o l l r  Ì ' a (  e  l c l a t i o r r s  a r e  i r t  s o
precar io r rs  a  s t i ì te .
Y o u r s  f a i t h f r r l ì . v ,
D A V I D  V I C A R S .
Â r e a  S e c r e r a r v ,  [ í r r i t c d  S o c i e t y  f o r
t l r e  I ' r o p a g a r i o r r  o I  r h e  G o s p e l ,
?9  Ty-GI ls  Road,  l , lan ishen,
Ca rdi f  f ,  Gìar.norgi ln.
J u l y  1 5 .

[:ront l\ír John Crau;leg
Si r ,  I  am happy to  cor r f i rm the  po in ts
n r a d e  b y  l j a t h c r  H a s ï i r r s s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r
t o d a y  a b o u t  t l r e  f i l n r  w h i c h  h e
brought  f  rom Ì r ladr id  and wh ich  lve
v ie r ryed las t  week.  But  he  is  mis taken
i n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  r v e  i s s u c d  a  p u b l i c
s t a t e m e n t  a f t e r  c o n f i r n r i n g  t h a t
t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e w s ' . ' a l u e  i n  t h e  f i l n r
We gave fac tua l  answcrs  to  ques .
t ions  f ro rn  Ì l re  p rcss .  bu t  a re  no t .  o l
c o t r r s e ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w a y  i r r
wh ich  some nervspapers  p resented
t l rose  ansrvers .
Yours ,

JOI IN CRA\ \ ' I ,EY.  Ch ie f  Ass is tan t
to  f ) i rcc to r .Gcnera l ,
Broac lcas t ing  l louse,  Wl .
Ju ly  16 .

From lfr Phíl ip Noel-Baker
S i r ,  The e ìabora te  Por tuguese
"  cover -up  "  l tas  done no t Ì r ing  to
shake the  ev idence o f  l ìa ther  Hast -
ings ,  o f  Mr  N ia l l  Macf )e rmoÌ r
( W o r l d  J u r i s t s ,  . T u Ì y  1 3 )  a n d  o f  y o u r
owr ì  lead ing  ar t i c les ,  wh ich  I tave
r i v e t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  w o l l d .
You have renderec l  a  g rea t  serv ice .
a b o v e  a l l  t o  P o r t u g a l ,  r o  t l t e  P o r t u -
g u e s e ,  a n d  t o  o u r  a n c i e n t  f r i e n d s h i p
r , " i th  them.

R u t  i t  i s  a  t r o r r b l i n g  t h o r r g h t  t h a t
the  iss r re  o f  thc  n lassacres  may
obscure  the  iss t re  o f  thc  rvar .  i \ . l v  La i
w a s  t e r r i h l e ,  b u t  i n  t e r n r . s  o f  t è r r o r
a n d  o f  c h i l t l r e n  s l a u g l r t e r e d ,  i r  w a s
I e s s  s o  t h n l r  a r r v  b o r r r l r i n g  a i r ' . r ' ; r i d -
a r t d  t h e r e  w e r c - t h o u s a n r l ' s  o f  Í l r e n r .

R e h i n t l  l h e  i s s r r e  o f  t b c  r n a s s a c r e s ,
a n d  f a r  n r o r e  i n r p o r t i r Ì j l .  ì s  t h e  i s s u e
o f  t h e  w a r  i r r  M o z a m b i q u e .

S o n r e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  r a ' r i r c  t o  y o u
rvou ld  say  :  "  l l Íozarnb iq t re  i s  a  l )n r l  t r -
g r rese  co lony  ;  I ' o r t t rga l  has  nevcr
g i v e n  i t  u p ;  s h r '  c a r r  r i o  r v l r a t  s l r e
l i k e s  t h e r e  ;  a n r l  n o  o n e  l r a s  t h e  r i g l i t
to  i Ì l te r fe re  " .

W i t l t  r e s p c c t ,  t ì r e r c  i s  a r ì o t h e r
v i e r v .  A r t i c l c  1 ( 3  )  o f  t h e  t i n i t e d
N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  r Ì e c l a r c s  i t  a s  a
"  p u r p o s e  "  o f  r h e  I J r r i r e d  N a t i o n s
"  t o  a c h i e v e  i n t e r n a t i o r r a l  c o o t r e r a -
t i o n  .  .  i r r  p r o r n o r  i n g  a r r d  e t r . , , r i ' r a g -
i n g  r e s p e c t  f o r  l r u n t a r r  l r g l r t s ,  u r r t l  I o r
fundamerr ta l  f r t ' e rJorns  fo r  a l l .  rv i t t r -
o r r t  d is t i r rc t ion  as  t ( )  race .  sc ' .x .  lau-
g u a g e  o r  r e l i g i o n  " .

A r t i c l e  7 - 1 ,  r v h i c h  r e l a Ì e s  t o  a l l
" N o n - s e l f - g o v e r n i r r g ' l ' e r r i t o r . i e s " ,
s a y s  :  "  N l e n r b e r s  o f  t h e  t l r r i t e r l
N a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e ,  o r  a s s r l r ì t e ,  r e -
s l r o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t l r e  a r l r r r i r r i s n ' a t i o r r
o f  t r ' r t ' i t o t ' i e s  r r ' i ì r t s a  p 6 o q r l p <  l r a v e  n o t
v e t  a c q t t i r e r l  a  l , r r l l  , ì ì c i r c l r r o  o I  t p l f -
Éo\ ro r t ln ìe l ì t  accr ì l ) t  as  a  s i tc r t ' r l
Í r u s t  t h { ì  o h l i e u t i o n  Ì ( ì  d c v t ' l o p
s e l f - g o v e r n n l e t Ì Ì ,  I  í '  t a k e  r l  r r r :  a ( ' ( ' { } u  Ì ì t
o f  t l r e  p o l i t i c a l  i r s p i r ' ; r t i , r r r s  u 1  , 1 r u
p e o P l l ' s , ; r r r d  t o  a s r i s t  I h e r r r  i r r  t l r o
1 ' r r o g r  c s s i v e  r l t ' v t r l o Ì r r n e n l  o f  t h e i r
f r e e  p o l i t i c a l  i r r s t i t u t i í ) t ì s ,  a c c o r d i r r g
ï o  t l Ì e  r t a r t i r ' u l a r  c i r c u n t s t a r r c e . s  o f
e l c l t  t e r r i t n r v  "' f l r i s  

r v a s  r r o t  a  p i e < : e  o f  r h e t o r i c .  t o
r )e  61s51" ,1  o f  f  an t l  looked u t  in  a
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From Mr Basil Ddvid.son
Si r ,  Those in  good fa i th  who doubt
the  verac i ty  o f  the  Por tuguese n tass '
acre  repor ts  may we l l  be  moved t tY
a revu l i ion  o f  hõr ro r  a t  n tany  o f  the
d e t a i l s  t h u s  d e s c r i b e d .

That  i s  very  unders tandab le ,  bu t
i t  i s  a lso  unreà l i s t i c .  1 'hose in  good
f a i t h  w h o  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  c o u r s e
of  these co lon ia l  wars  a t  c lose  hand
know tha t  there  is  te r r ib ly  l i t t le
room fo r  hones t  doubt  o f  s t l çh  re -
por ts .  L ike  o thers  o f  the  sa tne
type,  these wars  began w i th  a  repres-
s ion  o f  vary ing  sever i ty '  PerhaPs
wors t  o f  a l l  in  Ango la  dur ing  1961
and 1962,  and have s ince  cont inued
o l r  an  ever  r i s ing  sca ie  o f  o rgan ized
bru ta l i t y  and te r ro r  by  the  Por tu -
guese Army and po l i t i cã l  po l i ce .

O n  a l l  t h i s  t h e r e  i s  a  m o s t  c ( , P i o u s
and de ta i led  doss ie r  o f  ev idence
f rom each o f  the  te r r i to r ies  (Ango la ,
Gu iné ,  Mozambique) ,  and f ro tn  n rany
sources  and mat ty  s ides ,  w l t i le  i t s
genera l  c red ib i l i t y  rs  power fu l l y
r e i r r f o r c e r l  b y  i t s  b e i n g  a  r e f l e c t i o n
of  what  i s  knorvn  to  have occ t t r red
in ,  fo r  ins tance,  South  V ie tnanr .

I  w o u l d  n r e n t i o n ,  i f  I  n t a v ,  l h a t
s ince  1967 I  have mac le  fo t t r  v is i t s
t o  n a t i o n a l i s t - c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s  i n
Ango la ,  Gu iné  and N{ozantb i<1uc ,
p u r s u i n g  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a t t d
po l i t i ca l  research ,  a t rd  have rva lked
a to ta l  o f  some 600 nr i les  t l te t 'e .

1 'he  genera Ì  p ic t t r re  tha t  one Í inds
is  o f  ru ra l  popu la t ions  whose on ly
hope o f  escaprng the  co t tse< luences
of  Po l tuguese r : r i i i ta ry  ra ids-
whethe l  in  the  sys temat ic  f i r i r rg  o f
v i l lages  and k i l l i ng  o f  v i l lagers ,  o r
in  the  mass  se izu le  o f  v i i lagers  fo r
incarcera t ron  in  l )o r tuguese Arn ly -
cont ro l led  camps or  se t t lements -
ì ies in t l ìe protection t irey receive
f rom the  f rgh t rng  un i ts  o f  the i r
na i lona l ts t  InovenÌen ts .

The kuown l i s r  o f  Por tugr tese
massacres ,  la rge  or  s rna l l ,  i s  a l ready
a  l o n g  o n e ;  t h e  f u l l  l i s t  m u s t  b e
longer  s t i l l .  That  i s  because rnany
suc l l  n ìassacres  have gone unrepor te t l
in  the  ou ts ide  wor ld  :  as ,  fo r  exampte ,
was t i ìe  case o f  a  smal l  one in  a
v i l lag ,e  o f  the  Cub isseco sec for
( s o u t h e r n  G u i n e )  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e
sonte  15  mi les  t rom rhe  l r lace  where
I  was  s tay ing ,  in  na t rona l i s t -he id
te r r i to ry ,  las t  November .

I t  i s  no t  a  ques t ion  o f  accus ing
úe Por tuguese peop le  o f  any  spec ia l
w ickedness  l  on  the  cont ra ry ,  lnuch
other  ev idence suggests  t l ìa t  the
Por tuguese,  as  a  1 - :op le ,  l i kewise
suÍ fe r  n rany  ev i l  consequences  t ro rn
t l lese  wars  and wou ld  much Pre fer
thar  they  shou ld  s top .  The reason
for  these massacres i  and the l r  a l rpa l .
l ing  pers is tence,  I ies  in  t l te  ua lu re
o f  t i re  reg i rne  and i t  s  repress ive
appara tus ,  very  comparab le  in  k i r rd
to  tha t  o f  the  H i t le r '  :1  a l )parâ Ìus  l r l
occup ied  Europe (w:ere ,  as  a  Br i t i sh
off icer, I  also spent nost of nvo
years)  ;  and i t  i s  in  th is  resPect ,
more  Ìhan any  o ther ,  t l ta t  one tnus t
condemn the  who le  sor ry  bus iness
of  I ' r ime Min is te r  Caetano 's  inv i ta '
t ion  to  v is i t  Br i ta in .

For  th is  inv i ta t ion  aud th is  v is i t ,
beyonc l  any  doubt  o f  any  k i r rd ,  ca l r
o n l y  s u l l y  o u r  n a l i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o D
in  the  wor ld  and can on ly  danrage,
perhaps  grave ly ,  our  l la t io t la l
r r ì t e r e s t s  i n  a  l o n g  l i s t  o i  c o u n t r i e s .
1 'o  ce lebra te  t l te  r \ r rg lo -Por tuguese
a l l i a n c e  a s  t h e  g r r e r d o n  o f  a  f  i r m
f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l ) r e s e n t  r e g i t r t e
in  l ' o r tu - ,a l  i s  to  n rake  a  mocker^y  o f
a l l  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c i v i l i z e d  b e -
hav jour  to r  wh ich  ÌYe,  as  a  peop le ,
genera l l y  w ish  to  be i ieve  t ì ta t  t ve
s tar rd  in  the  counc i l s  o f  the  rvor ld .
Yours very truly,
BASIL  DAVIDSON,
l , o n d o n .  S l V 1 3 .
. lu ly  f  . i .

From the Reuerend Dauid Vicors
S i r .  S ince  the  ev idence o f  mi .ss ion-
ar res  fo rms the  has is  o f  your  c l ta rges
aga ins t  Por tuga l ,  may I  jus t  porn t
or r t  tha t  lny  own nr iss ionary  soc ie ty ,
L ÌS ìPG,  pu t r Ì i shes  re l )o r ts  f ronr  i t s
n r i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  l \ l o z a n t b i o u e  a r r d
r ç h i l e  t h e s e  a r e  m a i n l y  c o n c e r r r e d
rv i t  l r  t l re  pas to la l ,  n red ica l  anc l  e r l r r -
c a t r o n a l  w o r k  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n
( ' l r u r c h ,  t h e y  a l s o  c o n t a i n  i n c i c l r : n t a l
t r ib r r tes  to  the  Por t r rguese fo r  t l re
n l a l l Ì r e r  i n  r v h i c l r  t h e v  a d m í r r i s t e r  t l l e
cour ì t rv  and fo r  the  e f fo r ts  they  are
m a k i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  i t  i n  t l r e  i n t c r e s t s
o f  a l ì  i t s  peop les .

You may a lso  read o f  some o f  the
úarnr ing  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  Fre l in ro

c c n t u r y ' s  t i n r e .  l t  w a s  a  b i n d i n g  l e g a l
ob l iga t ion ,  to  dea l  u ' i th  rvha t  rvere
recogr r izcd  as  Ê, rave  a t td  t r t 'gcn t  p rob '
lenrs  in  1915.  I t  i s  c lear ly  no t  lu l '
f i l l e d  b y  t l r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s e t  u p  i n
Lourer rco  Marques  by  the  Por tu -
g Ì lese  ;  they  fa i l  even t l ìe  tes ts  re -
qu i red  fo r  I ìhodes ia  by  S i r  A lec
lJoug las-Honte .

The ob l iga t ions  o f  Ar t i c le  73  l tave
not  l )een a  c leac l  le t te r .  They  l tavc
b e e r t  a c t c d  o r t  l l y  R r i t i s h  G o v e r n '
n ì e Ì r t s  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  i n  t r a n s f o r m i n g
t l ìe  g rea tes Í  e r r tp i re  in  h is to ry  i r Ì to  a
Cor t rn ror r rvca l th  o I  se l f -gover r t ing
na l  ions  i  ì )y  f ì1 'n ;1se-ds  Gar rJ le ,
w Ì r e r r  l r e  t r r r r t e d  1 8  c o l o n i e s  i n t o
i n c l e p e n d e n l  r r r e n r b e r s  o f  t l t e  U n i t e d
N a t i o n s ,  s a i d  h e  \ i ' a s  a c c e p t i r r g  "  t l r e
n e c e s s a r y  d e c o l o r r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e
r v o r k l  " :  b y  I t a l v ,  l { o l l a n d .  B e l g i t t n t ,
Gcrnrauv  ar r r l  Ja t ra r r - in  sho l t ,  the
c o l o r r i a l  s y s t e m  l r a s  b e e n  a b o l i s h e d
h v  t h e  t l n i t e d  N a t i o r r s  C l r a r r e r  a n d
by  th ree  dec : rdes  o f  governnìe l r t
p l a c t i c e .  O n l y  P o r t r , r g a l ,  i l l e g a l l y  a r r d
f o r '  [ r e r s e l f  d i s a s t r o u s l y ,  s t a n d s  o t r t .

I  b e l i e v e  t l r i s  v i e r l  t o  b e  u r t a r r s r v c r ' -
a b Ì e  i r r  i r t t e l r r a t i o n a l  l a r v .  I t  i s  a c c e p -
t e d  b y  t l t o  o v e r n ' l r c l r n i r r g  r t r a j o r i t l '  o f
l l t r ' n r e n r b c l s  o f  t ì r e  I Ì r r i t r r d  N a t ì o n s .
I l n t i l  P o r t r r g a l  a c c c p t s  i t .  t l r e  n ' a r ,
a r r d  t h e  n ì a s s a c r e s ,  r v i l l  r e l e n t l e s s . l y
go  on  i r r  Ì r lozarnb ique.
Yours ,  e tc ,
P Í Í I  t , Ì P  N O T ì I , . R A K I i R ,
16  South  l ia ton  P lacc ,  SW1.

Frorn À'Í i .ç.s Denise Lester
S i r ,  I  was  in  Ì \ ' l ozambique in  August /
S e p t e m b e r .  1 9 7 1 ,  a n d  M a r c h / A p r i l ,
197  Ì .  Re ing  a  l ìeadmis t ress  and
doub le  a r Ì ìpu tee ,  n ry  v is i t s  tvere  to
see sc l roo ls  and encourage in tegra-
t ion  o f  hand icapped l reop le .

I  spent  10  davs  go ing  aror rnd  a l l
t l re  "  

' fe te  
"  and "  Cabora  Bassa "

a r e a  a n r l  h a v e  i n  n ì y  p o s s e s s i o n
p r o o f s  t h a t  t Ì ì e  a c c u s a t i o n s  m a c l e
a g a i n s t  P o r f u g a l  a l e  c e r t a i n l y  i n c o r -
rec t  to  a  nerson rv l ro  was there  such
a  s l r o r t  I  i r n e  a g o .

A l t l r o u g h  p e r s o n a l l y  I  d o  n o t  a g , r e e
rv i th  r r ' l ra t  I  cons ic le r  the i r  "  na ive  "
f a i t h  i n  t h e  r c t u r n  o f  n r a n y  p r o m i -
r ì c l l t  ( . x . F r e l i n r o s ,  I  c a n r r o t  p r a i s e
h ig l ì l y  e r rough the i r  cons t r Ì rc t io r ì  o f
h o r r s e s ,  s c h o o l s  a r r d  l r o s p i t a l s  í n  t h e
n r o s t  w i l d  p l a c e s  i n  h u s l i ,  a p a r . t  f  r . o n ì
t l r o s e  i n  t o r v r r s  a n d  v i ì l a g e s .  T h r s
po l i cy  c lcar ly  r loes  nor  ta l ìv  w i th  the
a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  t h e  L : u t a l  n r a s s a c r e s
of  rvho le  v i Ì lages  bv  the  Por ruguese,
added to  ;qd- is1 jc ,  joy fu l ,  savagery .
Y o u r s  t a l t r ì f u l l v -
DI 'N ISE E.  LNïTER.
R e r n e r s  l l o t e l ,
I ]e rners  S t ree t .  Wl .

Front the
Rur r idge

IÌeuerend lltìlliatn

S i r ,  I ) a r r l  O e s t r e i c h e r  { T h e  T i m e s .
. S a f r r r d a v ì  a s k s  r v h e l h e r  t h e  W h i t e
F a t h e r s  a r e  a f r a i d  Í o  s p e a k  o u Ì  o n
t l r e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  M o z a m b i o u e  r o r
f e a r  t h e i r  g o o t l  s t a r r r l i l r g  i n  t [ r e  r e s t
o f  A f  r i c a  a n c l  i n  R o n r e  (  I  s t r p p o s e
he nreans  the  \ ra t i car r )  w i l l  su Í fe r .

l \ lav  I  reca l l  tha t  when rve  rv i th -
drerv  ou t '  men f rom IUozambique in
p r o Ì c s t  i n  l 9 7 l  w e  g a v e  r v o r l d r v i c l e
p u b Ì i c i t v  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f
hru ta l i t v  and soc ia l  in ìus t i ce  rvh ich
o l r r  n r€r ì  had rv i tnessed.  and le f t
n n l r o r l v  i n  d o r r h t  a s  t o  o r r r  c r i t i c i s r r t
o f  t l r e  r e g i n r e  n o r  t h e  m o t i v e s  f o r
w Ì r i c h  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a n d  u n  a n d
be cor rn rcd .  T l rc  appropr ia te  d -epar t -
m e r ì t  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n  w a s  f  r r l l v
i n f  n r m e d .

I  n rvse l f  i ssued a  success ion  o f
c o m m r r r r i q u é s  I  o  t h e  p r e s s  i n
l , o r r d o n  a r r d  s e r r t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e m  t o
t l ì e  A f r i c a r r  I i r n b a s s i c s  a n d  Ì l i g h
( l o n r n r i : ; s i r t r r e r s  i n  L o n d o n .  I  a l s o
gave an  i r r te rv iew o t r  the  BBC over -
seas  sen ' i ces  n ' i th  a  v iew to  ensur -
i n g  t h a t  a  s l a t c n r e l t t  o i  t h e  r c a s o n s
for  our  rv i thc l ra rva l  rcached Af r i can
c o r r n t r i e s  a s  d i r e c t l 3 r  a n d  a s  w i d e l y
a s  p o s s i l l l e .  ï n d e e d ,  I  g a v e  a n o t h e r
s u c ì r  i n t e r v i e w  o r t l v  a  f e w  d a y s  a g o .

I ; a l  f l o n r  d i n r i n i s h i n g  o u r  s t a n d -
i r r e  r v i t l r  o l  h e r  A f l i c a n  c o t r n t r i e s ,
ou Ì '  ì \ ' l ozarnb ique car r tpa ig t r  cor r ld
o r r Ì v  e r r h a r r r ' c  i t .  I t  r v a s ; r l e c i s e l y  l t e -
e a l r \ c  t l r o  l r l i r r c i p l e ' s  o f  A f r i c a r r -
i z u r i o r r  c l c ,  u , l r i t : l t  u ' r :  Ì r a t l  : l p p l i c < l
l :o r  i ì  cer ì t t r I r . '  e lsewhere  i r r  Â f r i ca ,
wer ' ( '  r r Ì r i r ( ' cep t i rh ìe  in  Ì \ ïozar r rh iq r re .
a r r r l  Ì r e c a r r s e  n f  o r r r  p e r s i s t e t t t  b t r t
f  r r r ì t  l o s s  I ) r ' { ì t e s t s .  t h a t  r t c  w e r e  l e d
I o  t  n r r r l r r c ' t  o r r r  o l ) e r r  c h a l l e n g e  t o
t h e  l ' r r r Ì r r g t t e s c  t ' e g i n t e .

' l ' h a r  
t l r i s  s t Ì r n g  i n  t h e  "  p o l i t i c a l

a rcnu.  "  n ' i rs  r i l t i te  c lear  f t ' r ln r  t l te
p u b l i c  r e a c r i o n s  o f  t h a t  r e g i m e  i n -

c lud ing  t l re  den ig ra t ion  o f  the  Whi te
Fat l re is  by  the  Por tuguese Fore ign
l \ { in is te r  ã t  an  in te rna t iona l  p ress
conference in  L is ì ron  a t  t l ìe  t íme '
We had,  a r rd  used f i rn r lv ,  a Ì l -  the
a n t m u n i t i o n  t o  d e n r o l i s h  t h e s e
accusat io l ìs .  as  readers  o f ,  sav . -  The
Tab le t  (perhaps  the  nros t  ass iduot rs
i " .n , :a " i '  o f  

'our  
campaign  )  w i l l

reca l l .  Mr  Oest re icher  rv i l l  t r .n '
dãi iÉterl t t ,  remember the leader in
The T i tnes .-  

t r r  t ú i s  s e n s e  w e  ' (  e n t e r e d  ( q r r i r e

fear less ly )  t l re  po l i t i ca l  a rena "
as  EuroPenns Pro tes t inF  aga lns t  a
F, r r roncan reg ime rvh ich  lve  con '
. iáer ta  r rn j t rs ï  towards  t l re  A f r i cans '
We no longer  have any  rnen ln

I\ ' l  oza rn ìr iq ue a I d n oì le I  r . l  a rÌv

Por tuguese te r r i to ry '  B t r t  we co t t -
t i r r r r e  u t t r e r t r ì t t i n g l y  o u r  r v i t t t r : s s '

T I re  docunrent i  to  wh ich  Mr  Oest -

re ic l te r  re fe rs  a re  a  fu l le r  doss ie r
o f  our  a t t i t t rde  to  the  Ì \ {ozambiqr te
s i t r r a t i o n  a r r d  o I  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c a s e s
of  b ru ta l i t y  compi led  f ro t r l  the  expe-
r i e n c e  o f  o t t r  m e n  t r p  r o  t h e i r  d e p a r '
t u r e  r n  1 9 7 1 .  A s  I  t o l c l  P a u l  O e s t -
r e i c h e r  i n  t h e  T h a n r e s  f ' e l e v i s i o n
s t u d i o s  l a s t  r v e c k  a n d  r e p r e s e l l t a -
t i ves  o f  the  press  fa i r l y  non 's top  evc Ì
s i t t ce .  we are  prepar ing  a  comm.un. l -
o t r é  o l l  t h e s e  d o c t t m e n t s '  B u t  l t  t s
r i r r r  r igh t -and our  du ty - to  . re lease
i t  in  i l re  fo rnr  a r td  a t  t l Ìe  t in re  rve
ca lcu la te ,  in  the  I igh t  o f  o t t r  kno ' rv '
ledge and exper ience,  to  l ì ' ìake  the
max i tnunr  cont r ibu t ion  to  b r ing ing
ahout  a l  leas t  some advance towards
mend lng  the  s i tua t ion  in  Mozant -
b ique.  As  fa r  as  I  knorv  the  Press
C o r r n c i l  h a s  n o t  m o d i f i e d  i t s  v i e r v s
o f  . t h e  l e g i t i r n a c y  o f  i m p o s i n g  a n
enìDargo.

As  to  the  bes t  rvay ,  pub l i c  rebuke
or  unspec tacu la r  persever ing  in tpac t
on  key  persona l i t ies .  in  n 'h ich  ar r th '
o r i t y  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  V a t i c a n )  c a n
work  fo r  jus t i ce  and humat r  r igh ts  in
a  g iven s i t t ra t ion ,  I  p re fe r  to  leave
t h i s  f o r  n l v  f o r t h c o m i r r g  t e l e v i s i o n
d ia log t re  rv i i l :  I \ , I r  Oest re icher .  Th is ,
l i k e  o t h e r  p o i r r t s  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e .  I  a l -
r e a d v  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  m y  c o n v e r s a t i o n
rv i th  h in r  a t  T l temes in  v ie rv  o f  t l r i s
c o m i n g  p r o g r a m m e .

Ì \ Í e a n r v h i l c  y o u r  r e a d e r s  o f  h ì s  a r t i -
c l e  l n a y  r e s r  a s s u r e d  t l r a t  i n  t h e  c e l t -
t l r rv  a l ì ( l  n ro re  o f  our  l vork  in  the
Â f r i c a n  c o n t i h c n t  m a n y  a  W h i t e
I "a ther  has  indeed had b lood on  h is
hands.  But  i t  was  a lways  h is  own.
Yor r rs  e tc ,
WILI,IAIVT BURRIDGE, WF,
Catho l i c  Wr i te rs '  Gu i ld .
F lec t  S t ree t ,  EC4.

From Mr A. J. C. Kerr
S i r ,  I  a rn  a  r igh t -w inger  ( though a
S c o t t i s h  N a t i o n a l i s t ,  n o t  a  T o r y )  a n d
i r a v e  l i t t l e  t i n r e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e s t  i n d u s -
t ry .  I  a lso  k r ro rv  A f r i ca  fa i r l y  l ve l l
though I  rvou ld  no t  c la im to  be  an
exper t .  My cons idered op in ion  is
tha t  Fa ther  l las t ings 's  a l lega t ions
arc  subs tan t ia l l y  cor rec t ,  even though
he rnay  have nr ixed  up  a  few por -
sor ra l  a r td  p lace  r rames,  due to  the
way in  wh ich  h is  in fo rnra t ion
r e a c h e d  h i r r ;  t h a t  i s ,  v i a  S n a n i s h
lrr ipsts ( tr .r 'o of wh orn have noÌv
c o n r e  o u t  i n t o  t h e  o p e n )  f r o m  s h a t -
te red  and i l l i te ra te  surv ivors  who
had s r ren t  some weeks  or  months
ge l t ing  arvay .

In  any  event  the  ob jec t ions  ra ised
by  your  var ious  cor respondents
e n t i r e l v  f a i l  t o  c o n v i n c e  m e .  À f r i c a n
nrc thods  o f  cu l t i va t io r r  be ing  what
t ì r  ey  a re ,  v i l lages  move about  to
sonìe  ex ten t  anc l  a re  no t  a l l  recorded
o n  t ì r e  m a p ;  i f  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l V i r i -
1 'anr r r  t l re re  i s  (o r  u 'as)  a  \V i ì l ianro
i n  t h e  s a m e  a r e a ,  a n d  a  m i x t u r e  o f
t r i b a l  n a n r e s  i s  q u i t e  c r e d i b l e  w i t h i n
a  fe ry  rn i ìes  o f  a  ma jor  r i ver  c ross-
ing  such as  Tete .

\4 Iha t  i s  h igh ly  p robab le  i s  thar
the  Por tuguese Government  ne l ther
ordered nor  even au thor ized  these
massacres ,  and tha t  they  rvere  la rge l .y
perper ra ted  by  Af r i can  lev ies  ra ther
than by  L ìu ropean t roops .  But  Dr
C a e t a r r o  i s  s t i l l  t o  b l a m e .  i n  t h e  l a s t
r e s o r t !  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  s e n i o r
o f f i c e r s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e s .' l  l r i s  l r r a k e s  h i n r  a n  u n w e l c o m e
g r r e s t  r r n t i l  e f f e c t i v e  i n q u i r i e s  h a v e
l reen n tade by  Her  ÌV Ia jes ty 's  Consr r ls
a r r r l  h v  t h e  R e c l  C r o s s ,  a n d  u n t i l  h e
ì r ; r s  t a k e n  s r r c h  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n
a s  c i r c t r r n s t a n c e s  d e m a n d .
I  anr .  S i r ,  your  obed icn t  servant ,
A .  . I .  C .  h I ) R R ,
52 ( .as t legate ,

Jedbr r rgh ,  Roxburghsh i re  -
. fu Ìy  12 .


