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Other reported massacres in Africa
From ltlr Robert Hfrvey
Sir, Since Merch of rhit  vear
thc avowedly genocidal cxter-
miDation of hundtcds of
rhousands of Hutu rr ib6mGD in
Burundi bas been under My, LEst
vcar bcseen l0O,00O and 2m,00O
Hutus were murdered by t ic d6mi-
nant minority tr ibc. the Tursis. Thic
year outbreak of rebel l ion became
the excusc, as express€d by a govern-
ment Whire Paper, for a pol icy of
esrabl i5hing " pariry throug,h el imina.
t ion of the Hutu surplus ", which, i f
carr ied out, would entai l  the mas-
sacre of some 2,400,000 peofr le. A
n'ave of 26,0O0 refugees to Tanzanta.
in three months has borne witness ro
the horror of the present si tuation.

In examining the recenr coverage
accorded the Burundi masacres i t ls
dif f icult  not to feel the lack of a
p-roper scnse of proponion amongtr
the nervs media in general,  Other
mere fashionsble causes-Soutb
Africa, Greece, rhe Portuguse in
Angola 8nd Moambiqu+have be.
come focuses of moral inditnarion,
r ightlv so, but this should niot take
plec€ to the exclusion of vastly more
serious situations. I f  ever proresr
demonstrat ions were cal led foi,  they
are- against this acr of masj bai.
oa r lSm.
Yours sincerely,
ROBERT HARVEY,
37 South Earon Piace, SWl.

Frm Mr Richnd Moorc
Sir,  i t  is srange ihar one so dist in.
Su i shed  as  Mr  Ph i l i p  Noe l .Bake r
(July 1l) should bel ieve tbat "only
Portugal " defies the obl is,at ions ol
Art iclc 73 of thc Unitci i  Narions
Charter to prepare colonies for self.
government.

The Soviet Union has shown not
the sl ighrcst intention of rel inquish.
ing those large parts of Asia colo'nized
by Tmrist Russia between the seveD-
teenth and nineteenth ceDturies-
( incidental ly more recently than por-
tugal colonized Mozambique). Nor
is Russia wil l ing to withdraw from
rhe Balt ic States whjch sbe invaded
in 1940 and rvhcre a ruthless pol icy
o t  5upp rcss jon  has  been  fo l l owed
ever slnce.
. The persistence, through force, of
both the Soviet and Portueuese
empires is in str ikine conrrast io the
fate of othcr co]onial regimes, Jt
confirms the Liberal vieri  that thc
central confl ict in pol i t ics is not bR
tween th. left  and tbe r ieht. but
between those who struggle, ihr6ugh,
or €ourse, tmpertect rnstrtut ions and
by t}e agency of fal l iblc individuals.
to estab)ish societ ics bared on rhe
rights of man atrd those who, whether
in the name of a social isr rcvolut ion
or a corporate state, deny these
riShts, not because of the inev!tablc
co r rup t i on  o f  human  na tu re ,  bu r  as
t lrc logical conscquence of their ideo
logy.

. - f f i_at i5 -deeply depressint is that
Nlr Eeath's welcomc to the Ponu.
guess Prime Minister and Mr Wil.
son's declaret ion that (he Soviet
Prime Minister rvhen visi t ins this
country was "part of our w-av of
l i f e . "  a re . . on l y  among  the  more
qonous lndrcattons tbat neither the
Consenative nor the Inbour lcader
understands this ntbcr Glrmenrary
prrnclple.
Yours truly,
RICHARD MOORE,
nancox-
Ba t t l e . '
Sussex.

Frffi Miss Mq! Softhen
Sir, The Foreign Secrerary's success
yes te rday  ( Ju l y  l 7 l  i n  sco r i ns  deba t -
i ng  po in r s  a8a ins t  Mr  

-W i l son

obv ious l y  de l i gh ted  h i s  f e l l ow  To r i es .
Some, st least, of those tvho care for
t h i s  coun t r y ' s  r cpu ta t i on -Da r t r cu -
larl) '  rh-ose. bcreav-ed by rhe war
aga lns t  t asc l sm-w i l l  no r  sha re  t he i r
self-sarisfadion

_Whatever _his shortcomings rn
o t l r ce ,  t he  t ssues  r r i s cd  by  Mr
Wilson rvere not answered 5v Sir
Alec DouglasJfome's brawra pcr.
formance, The _charge of hypoci isy
and  douD le  s randa rds  Can  be  l eve l l ed
*ith cqual logjc ar rhc present
u0ve rnmenL

l. for one, feel deeply insulted and
h r rm i l i a ted  by  rhe  roya l  r ve l come
g iven  t o  t he  Ponuguese  l eade r .  l n
fo r c i nB  i t  do r rn  ou r  r h roa t s  l l r
Heath has shorsn oncc agair his con.
t emp t  f o r  Labou r  and  L ibe ra l  op in i on
-no r  f o rgc r r i ng  rha r  o f  t he  m6re  i n .
tel l igent younger Torie-which
happens !o represenr more than half
the eleciorate.

ln yesrerday's debate I know woo
spoke for rhe Brirain I  lovc-i t  us
Dqt Sir Alec Douglas.Home.
Yours sincerely,
MARY SOUTHERN.
Miramsr Horel,
Belt inge, Herne Bay,
Ken!.

From Mr Grohm Tope, Libddl MP
tr Sunon nd, Clresm
Sir, I t  i5 apparenr that t}re cnensivc
reports of massacre6 and atrocit ies
being commitre4 in Mozambique by
Ponugucse troops havc aroused the
concern of the Brit ish publ ic. Thit
concern wil l  nor be sl)Eyed sirhout
a ful ly impanial interhariorol in-
vcstiSstion into rhe facs, The Prime
Min i s te r  shou ld  announce  pub l i c l y
that the Brit ish Governmeni wouli
suppon such an invesrigation.

Ttere are also imnediate nrea-
sures which the Government can takc
to tr l '  and uncover the iacts, Flrsr.
our Consul General in Lourcnqo
I{arques must be able to visi t  t l ie
arca accompanicd by somc of rhc
prrests_.$'ho-have made the al lega.
t ions.. Wil l  the Goverment demaid
thst-tne portuguese should al lory and
lac ) I l t a te  t h l s  t ou r  o f  l he  res ion  ?
Secon-dly, the -Contul Geoergl-must
oave tul l  aDd Jrc? a.ccers to the two
Koman LarnOltC prt8!s rmprisoned
In Loure.nco Marqucs. Wil l  Mr Heath
CnSUre that SuCh accass i t  tranted ?

Wi thour  these hvo e l -ements  the  pros .
pec t  Ot  anv  meanLnSfu l  resuJ t  cmcr ! .

ln t  
f rom 

.a  Br i r i sh  inves t iga t ion  rv i l l
oe  very  s l lm.

T-h is  week wc havc  w i tnessed the
s tgh t  o f .  I v l r  Heath  and Dr  Caerano
ce leDra t lng  an  a l l iance wh ich .  a t  rhe
present  r ime,  shou ld  be  susDended
rnq rep l€_senta t ive  o f  a  d icar to r ia l

I98rmq 
\ rh ich  is  desperar€ ly  f igh t rng

t o  m a ' n t a i n  i r s e l f  i n  A f r i i a  * o u l i
n o t  D e , l e _ r e d  a n d  a c c o r d e d  t h e  D r j v i
r e R e s  o : - l t t c n d s l l i p .  I  o r  t h o s e .  I , k c
L o r d  

.  G e o r g e - B 1 6 w o ,  r v h o  s h o r r r

, b r e z n n e v  
"  a t  r l l i s  p o t n t  l e t  i t  b e

c l e a t  t h a t  t h e r e  j s  t l r e  w o r l d  o f  d i f
r e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f u i f i l l i n g  t h e  a b s o
lu re .mln tmum of  con tac t  necess i ta ted
D-y  rne  ae- lac t .o  exrs tence o f  a  aovet r t
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qRAHAM TOPE.
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_  
I n  1941 ,  [ I r s  t an  Campbe l l  f o rmed

:. j-oTl l-uce of .volunlary workers.
\so -contrnued- rhe supplies for theo u r a u o n  O t . t h e  w a r ,  l n  I 9 4 4 ,  I .to8-e-ther tr i th a small  redm of RedL russ  and_  s t  . l o l l n  members .  we re
nown_ to ponugdl ro rnake airange.
men ts  l o r - t he  exchauge  o f  c i v i l i anprlsoners from German camps, rvi th
ueman lr ison€rs who had beeu
nelO ln l iouth Afr ica.

rnere, w€re- many dif f icult ies
create_d by rhe Gernlat) off icials. and
Ine  Po r tug ,uese  d id  a l l  i n  t he i r
P.gl"I  .ro -faci l i late rhe exchansc.
.t : ,"" l le drrrrsh eveDruauy arr ired,
t ne r r  phys i ca i  cond j l t on  i r as  vc ry
Oad) a.nd.the,gencrosity of rhc people-,
espec la l t y  r hc  shopLeepe rs ,  i 5 .  I  am
s I re ,  s t t j l  r emenrbe red .
.  Fu r the rmorc ,  shcn  rhe  S rvcd i sh

so lp  u ro t l r n tho lm  r vas  abou t  t o
l e_ave  f o r  B r i ( a i n ,  t he  Ce rmans  sen r
olhctals on board to say that there
were more Brir ish than Germans rn
the exchange, and dcmanded rhar a
number  be  l e f t  beh ind .
. I  hsd thc dif f icult  task oI selecr.
tng those to remain behind, who
were natunl ly upset arrd wondered
whether they would hav€ ro so back
to Germany. The Portugueie Gov.
ernment agreed rn look afrer them.
and arranged for rhcm ro be f lowri
back  t o  London ,  and  t bev  a r r i ved
before the ship docked in Livcrpool,
s0  p rov rng  a  rea l  [ t j end  i n  r vha t  r vas
a  d i f f i cu l r  s i r ua t i on  f o r  r hc  Ponu -
guese ,  espec ia l l y  as  many  a t  t ho t
t ime  we rc  i n f l uenced  by  t he  Ger  man
propatanda that the Germans would
w ln  t he  wa r .
Yours faithful ly,

JOAN VICKERS,
House of Commons.

From Air Cmmodnre M. W. Palma,
RAF (retd)

Sir,  Perhaps some historian in the
future, rescarchinB in your columns,
may note thar yesterday (Julv 17)
there took placc in London t\ro lun.
cheons. Onc rras givcn by the Cor'
po ra t i on  o f  London  l t  t he  Mans ion
House to the President of the Coun-
c i l  o f  M in i s te r s  o f  Po r tuga l  ;  t he re
were hosti lc d€monstrat ions outside
(and  e l sewhc re  du r i ng  t he  day )  and
in his speech the Lori Mayor apolo-
gized to rhe chief gucsi for the
accusations being rnadc agairrst his
coun t r y ,

T l r e  o the r  l uncheon  r vas  6 t i ven  by
HM Gove rnmen t  a t  Lancas te r  House
io honour of the Ambassador of rhe
lvlongolian People's Republic; so f*r
as one knows, i t  passcd off pleasanrly
wr (nou t  a  d ) sscn l l en t  vo t ce_

What on eanh, in the l ighr of his-
tory, wi l l  the historian mrke of that ?
Yours faithfu)ly,
M. W. PALfvtER.
109 Cli f ford's Inn.
Fctter Lane, EC4.

Frcm lelr J. C. James
Sir. In your edirorial this mornrng
( . l u l y  l 8 )  you  s ta r c  rha t  F re l imo
" \{orks ihroqgh terrorism-they
special ize in rhe murder of the head
men  o f  v i i l ages .  Tbey ,  t oo ,have  been
responsible fof massacres and thcir
heavy rel iance on land mines ki l ls
both fr iends aod enemy ". You then
go on to say thar you do not condone
such crrmes and f inish off by snack.
ing Ponuguese foreign pol i iy.

Wou ld  i t  no r  be  i n  o rdc r  t o  a$ack
$e pol icy of governments, notably
Swedcn, and orher pol i t icr l  organizi-
hons  i nc lud ing  t hose  i n  rh i s  coun t r y .
who do condone such tcrrorrs!
act ivj ty even ro rhe exrenr of supply.
i ng  t he  t e r ro r i s t s  r v i t h  r he  necessa rv
funds  w i t h  r . h i ch  t o  pu rchase  t hL
" mines ". 8nd other arms which ki l l
bo th  f r i ends  and  enemv  ?
Yours faithful ly,
JOHN CORAM JAtitES.
The  Pump House ,
Strrt ford.upon.Avon,
Warwickshire-

From tlre Radnl Dr Tm geird
Sir,  In 7he Times today (July 1g) i t
rs reported lhrt rhe Lord i l , layor of
London " prcters to bel ieve " ao
" enti lely dif ferent 6tory " rath€r
than what hc reads in some of the
p ress :  obv ious l y  ( f r on  rhe  con tex t J
retertng to rhc recent al leeation of
atrocit ies in Mozambique.- Is this
p l r ase  o f  h i s  " I  p re fe r  t o  be l i eve , '
simply an example of cl ich€ English
or does ir  declare his posit io! ?-
Yours faithful ly,
TOM BAIRD.
1  The  F i r s .
Lynn Road,
Downh.m lvlark€t.
Norfolk.


