
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Reported massacre in Mozambique and Portuguese policy
FromMr M. A.Faul
Sir. Thc articlc by Fathcr Adrian
Hastings on the reported massacre in
Morambique mighr well fool an

. Englisbman who had never .set foot
in Africa. It fails to impress me,
and I have lived and travelled in
soutbern Africa, including I\lozam-
bique. for nearly 20 years.

There are a number of contradic.
tions in the article wbicb make it
utterly incredible. To stan with, thc
Mucumbura area in which is situated
the village of Wiriyamu, has been
under more or less effective Frelimo
control for almost a year. It is from
this area that many bf the guerrilla
raids into Rhodesia have been
launched. If a Portuguese column
penetat ing the area had perpetratsd
the massacre.  and "  some v ic t ims
ma_naged to escape death by f light ",
r l  rs  moderate to  conclude that  the
escapees would not  have f led to
PortugUese.controlled areas.. They
would have gone to Fre l imo,  Bui
a l tbough th is  massacre. took p lace
seven months-ago. Frelimo havi not
said a word about  i t .  Sure ly  th is
would have been a propaganda gift !

Your leader article refers to the
"_sp-ecific- natur6 of the details. in.
c lud ing the names of  some of- the
vic t ims " .  This  is  regarded by you as
being corroborative. A total of 138
cases are listed. mostly by na-n:e. plus
others which are t reated more
general ly .  Many of  the nanres ure
Portuguese rvhich is not surprisillg,,
as. Christian Africans usuallv have-a
" European " nanre. Of tbe non.
Portuguese names matry ar.e of the
Shona type (which is  common in the
area as the people are ak in to  the
Shona in  Rhodesia) ,  o thers are Nguni
names^{eg, Ngunlya. I\{isipho, Klre-
s iya,  Chuma),  others yet  ore Chin.
yanja (eg, Chiteya, Nsemberembe.
Kanclrembere). The nearest Nguni
people iire over 200 miles arvav in
Rh-odcsia.  The Nyanja people are 150
miles art'ay in Malan'i. While a eood
deal of tribal mixing goes on in- the
towns,  i t  does not  occur  in  rura l
areas. Further, there are just too
many names and too much deta i l  on
how each d ied.  tor  the storv to  be
convinc ing.  Fur ther  s t j l l  on-  names.
one child is stated to have been killed
twice ! Once by shooting. once by
Durnrng.

Consider  f  or  a moment  the manner
of kill ing slared to have been
employed. The methods are (a) shoor-
ine, (b) burning in huts, (c) beatine
9" .d k i .ck ing,  (d)  _disemborvel l ing,
(-e) srrlk)ng, on the ground, (f)
decapi t -at ion,  (g)  an unspeci f ied
" ghasrly garne ".

Now consider  any ar t ic les you
publ ished on the Lar i  massacre of
March 1951 in  Kenya,  the Ansola
upr is ing of  1961,  rhc Cdneo
massacres of 196011964. You will find
al l  these methods of  k i l l ing in  eacl r
of these,, and all comm-ined by
respectively, I\{au I\,Iau, MPLA.
Lumumbisrs and Jeunesse.  The
barbar i t ies descr ibed at  Wir ivamu
are pragtically a carbon copy. 

-parti-

cularly of Lari.
Finally consider this point. Since

1968 the Portuguese have been
methodically arming African
vi l lagers,  both in  Angola and
Mozambique (though I cannot speak
for  Por tuguese Guinea,  never  having
been there,  I  be l ieve rhe same obta ins
there) .  Would they do th is  i f  they
did not  t rust  the people wi th arms ?
Furthermore the Portuguese, if they
wish to stay in their African terri.
tories, have a vested interest in keep.
ing the t rust  and conf idence of  the
peop)e. A nassacre as described
rvould have the opposi te  resul t  and
r tould be both s tupid and point less.
The massacre ( i f  i i  occurre i )  has a l l
the hallmarks of the Af ri can
" Nationalist " movements. both
those listed above and others in
South Afr ica,  Rbodesia,  Zanrb ia and
Mozambique i tse l f .

I  doubt  not  lhat  Father  Hast ings
is  s incere.  I  doubt  that  h is  sources
are as impeccable as you think they
are,  panicu lar ly  i f  the miss ionar ies
who suppl ied the in format ion are in
Fre l imocontro l led areas.  Who
knorvs. perhaps coacti fecerrmt (they
u'ere compelled to do it).
Yours fa i th fu l ly ,
M.  A.  FAUL,
189 Shorncliffe Road.
Folkestone. Kent.

From Mr Riclrcrd lVainuright
Si r ,  Your  repor t  o f  a  massacre in
Mozambique is  ut ter ly  horr i fy ing,
but  should not  cause surpr ise.  The
Ponuguese Gover .nment ,  has,  for
years past ,  de l rDerate ly  wageo

indiscr iminate ryar f  arc  in  Af  r ica.
thus indicating to its rroops that
there is nothing slcred, or even
important. aboutlhe lives of African
rvomen and children, in the eyes of
of f ic i r l  Por tugal .

Last November, as guests of the
late Ami lcar  Cabral .  mv wi fe and I
visited liberated areis iri the north.
south and east of GuineBissau on
behalf of,the Liberal Party and of
the Joseph Rowntree Social Servicc
Trust. We saw children bcing nursed
for extenslve burns caused. accord-
ing to ccrtification by United Nations
doctors, by napalm. We inspected the
chaued remains of recently burnt
boarding schools and farming
vil)ages, with bomb crsters around
them, One forest  board ins school  of
the. Guineans, il rvhjch we stayed,
had no rn i l i tary  in .s ta l la t ions or  s ign i .
ficance rvhatever ; yet rrhllst vtre were
st i l l  in  the count l ]  lhe Por tuguese
bombed i t  to  destruct ion.  The
l iberat ion movement  has no a i rcraf t ,

When rve enqui red (drrough an
interpreter) why peasant people
whom we met were prepared to
to lerate vears of  bardship which the
liberation struggle iniolves, the
replies all reflected the theme that
the inhumanity of the Portuguese
offered them no bearable alternative.
We received similar replies from
those who shared our transpon in
the Republic of Guinea, after
slipping out of Portuguese.held
Bissau in  order  to  jo in  the l iberat ion
movement.

Our Guinean hosts (rvlro were
certainly not communist) could not
runderstand why a country . rv i th
Britain's traditions sbould, under
Labour and Conservative tovern-
ments alike, bolster Portugal and'
even fail to prevent British arma.
ments funhering Portugal'r indis-
cnmlnate rt'itrtare,
Yours, etc,
RICHARD WAINWRIGHT,
The Heath. Adel,
Leeds 16.
July  10.

From BriSadia Michael Caluett
Sir, I visited the Mucumbara erea in
November, 1972, where according to
the mo$ flimsy hearsay evidence by
a Father Adrian Hastings of Birming-
ham a supposed massacre of  v i l lagers
took p lace.

I found I knew the Administrator
of the area (whose name I have not
at hand as I am in hospital rvith a
leg injury), as he had been of
inest imable help to  Colonel
Bernard Cal l inan.  CBE, DSO
(recent ly  Pres ident  of  the Austra l ian
Inst i ture of  Civ i l  Engineer ing)  and
his 2/Znd, Independent Company
(rr'hom I had once helped to train)
drr r ing thei r  c lass ic  l3 ' rnonth guer-
ril la operations in Japanese occupied
Timor in 1942143. The Administrator
is a fine man and the rvhole principle
of his administration is to vriD over
and obtain the loyal support of the
Africans in the area. I wrote to tbe
Australian Commando Association
telling thern of him and his fine and
humane adminis t rat ion and asked
them to correspond with him.

This is also C-in-C Mozambique
General Kaulza da Arriaga's policy
and he has gone so far in this
direction tbat he has issued orders
that when Frelimo guerrillas are
capfured they should irnmediarely
be given the choice of going back
into the jungle or staying rvith the
Portuguese. 90 per cent stay (see
my articlc on this fact in thc
February issue of the RUSI journal).

Colonel Para Videira, rvho is a
commander of the Tete area whicb
includes l\.lucumbara told me that
"What  I  l ike about  rh is  war  is  the
absence of hate ". When a personable
youDg captured guerrilla was
brought before him he asked rvhen be
last saw his parents and where did
they live ? The lad answered cBeira

three years ago " " Well ", said
Colonel Para Vidoira- " Here is a
railway warrant. Go and see thcm
and report back here in a fortnight's
time ". Which he did. There rvere
no recriminations.

I recount thcse two tales to show
thar the rvhole principle of the army
and the civil administration is to win
ovel the Africans and not to alienare
rhem. It is an AngloSaxon theory
that y.ou defeat insurgencies only by

. shooting guerrillas. The Portuguese
theory rs to wrn tnem oyer to your
side and put right the grievances on
rvhich any insurgency is based. For
th is  .po l icy some Rbodesians and
South Africans think that tbe Portu-
guese are soft. Their multiracial

.soc iet .v  and abseucc of  anv semblance
of  rvh i te  e l i t ism has a lwivs been an
example to a l l  wester 'n  iowers rnd
has even earned them der is ion in  the
past.

Our Ambassador in  L isbon.  who
had a lso v is i ted the area in  Nov6mber
Itst year, can corroborate my viervs
as he told me that he had confronrcd
General Arriaga with some atrocity
stor ies.  General  Arr iaea had shown
him a f i le  ou rhe subiecr  wherein
al l  sucb compla ints  

-  
had been

minute ly  invest igated and rhaI  in
only three cases irad they lound sonre
evidence of  the t ruth of  these a l lega-
t ions and the culor i rs  had been most
severe ly  punished.

I  fee l  that  i t  is  no coinc idence that
a meet ing of  a  large number of  rvor ld
t e r r o r i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  1 9 7 2  ( a s  I
mert r ioned dur ing an in terr . iew on
the BBC) that  inc l t rded [ : rc l imo
irnd the IRA,  took p lace in  a . lesui t
Col lege neal  Rome. There is  a sccret
sect ion of  the . )esui t  f ra tern i ty  who
Irave throrvn in  the i r  lo t  rv i th  the pro.
ponents of  wor ld ter ror ism.

I  cousider  that  Father  Adr ian
Hast ings 's  a l legat ion (so 'apt ly  t inred
and pol i t ica l ly  and ohviously  nor
re l ig iously  mot ivated)  can be p laced
on a par  wi th some of  the wi lder
a l legat ions of  cer ta in bemused I r ish
priests in Ulster who are so emotion-
a l ly  d isor ientated thar  they th ink
that the end justifies the means. I
mysel f  have the h ighest  opin ion of
Ignat ius Loyola,  somc of  rvhosc tcach-
ing I  made compulsory reading when
Conmander of  Guerr i l la  Schools in
three cont inents,  so I  have no d is l ike
rvhatsoever  of  Jesui ts  as such.  ln
fact I admire them.

I  fee l  ashamed that  a ncrespaper
of your standing should lend itself
to such unproven propaganda against
a country whose methods o( dealing
with a communist backed revolt on
its borders supported from bases in
Zambia and Tan'zania,  far  surpass in
sympathy, humaniry and compassion
for their enemies any other counter-
insurgency policies carried out by
Amer ica,  Br i ta in ,  France,  Hol land or
even Bclg ium dur ing the post .war
years.  As you may know I  have been
visiting the guerrilla areas of the
world during the past ferv years for
rny srudy Tlre Pattern of Guerrilla
lt{arf me whilst Hallsrvonh Research
Fellow in Guerrilla Warfare at the
University of Manchester and fcel
in  a posi t ion to judge.

I personally consider, and I am
rvriting this in an article asked for by
I r l r  Adebavo of  the Afr ican Forum.
thar  I  c6nsider  rhat  Por tuguese
Africa may be the only real bridge
betrveen Whi te and Black Afr icans
because of  i ts  ingra ined mul t i rac ia l
v iewpoint  unprecedenred in  any
other state in Africa.

I hope that you rsill in all fairness
give equal space to this. .letter as
vou have done to Father Adrian's
illegation.
Yours s incere ly ,

' MICHAEL CALVERT,
Ward 4.
Cambridge Military Hospital.
Aldershot.
Ju ly  11.

Frorn Mr Frcn& Field

Sir. Your repon of thc alleged
massacre in Wiriyamu raises as a
inatter of urgency the whole question
of the Portuguese presence in Africa
and Britain's role.

In vjew of Father Hastin8s's report,
the immediate priorily, as you rithtly
state in your. leader of JulY 1\ is to
set  up an lndependenl  Inqul ry  to
establish the accuracy of the allega'
tions. The tripartite arrangements
you suggest haie an-obviou: Tppeal,.
and your proposal tor partlclpatlon
bv reDres€ntatives of the Roman
Citholic Church seems €minentlY
sensible. It would be difficult for the
Portuguese Government to reject the
eood of fices of the Vatican. r,r'hich be
Jides having an interest in the
veracitv or otherwise of its mission-
aries' ibport; i5 in a position to bring
pressure to bear oD tlat goverDmeDr.

However. rvhile recognizing that
renresentatives of UN Committees
w6uld be unaccePtable to Portugal
we would suggest the participation
of a reDtesentative of rhe Secretary
General .  As you point  out ;  South
Africa allorved Dr Waldheim to visit
South West Africa, and Porrugal as
a member of the UN rvould ltave no
reason to doubt his impartiality.

Britain's support for the Security
Council Resoluiion of November 22,
1972,  ca l l ing for  negot ia t ions wi th
indeilendence movements must be
follon'ed by a firm stand with regard

-'f,nut

to Portutal's coloniel policy. Ia Q9
f i rs t  p lacc,  H! ! l  Government  should
t ranslate r r 'ords i r r to  act ion by ind icat -
ing to Porrugal  her  re jecdon of  her
A f r i c a n  p o l i c i e s .  S e c o n d l y ,  i n  r e l a '
t ion to the Dresent  a l legat ions-  she
should ins isr -on the establ ishment  of
an independent investigation. lf.
guarantees of  such an i lqu i ry  are not
forthcoming from Dr Caetano, next
week's visit to Britain rhould be cen.
cel led.
Yours fairhfull_v,
FRANK FtIiLD. Dircctor.
Uni ted Nat ions Associat ion.
93 Alben Embankment , 'SE1.
J u l y  1 1 .

Front lelt \ti. D. Martineot
Si r ,  I  have lec int ly  returned to
r h i s  c o u u t r y  a f t e r  l i r i n g  2 3  y e a r r
a b l t , : d ,  t w e l v e  i n  E a s t  A f  r i c a  a r r d
t h e  l a s r  e l e v e n  i n  P o n u g a l .  I  d o u h r
j f  I  a m  a l o n e  i n  i e e l i n e  t h e  g r a t e s t
d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e
repon of  r  hc nrassacie in  Mozam-
bique.  Probabl .v  these t ragic  people
r i lere massacred;  but  not  by Por tu.
Suese t roops.

I haue seen Ponuguese teenEtert
g r o r r  u p  a n d  t h e n . g o  i n t o  t b a
"  t rOpa "  to  serve Oversea3.  rome
for  ar  l i t t le  as t rvo year3-  They
of  ten come f  rom s imple fami i ies
r'bose affection and resgect lor
ch i ldren a l rvays .s t ruck me as over-
done in  the $ense that  punishment
for  bad behaviour  rvas and st i l l  is
regarded as unacceptable.  I  th ink
the Por tuBuese sold ier  would be
i n c a o a b l e  o f  u t a l t r e a t i n B  l e t  a l o h e
tor tur ing,  or  butcher ing a ch i ld .  Wc
are houievcr  asked to bel ieve that
fe l low sold iers acc la imed the brute l
despi tch of  a  n ine month o ld baby
with the words " well done, You are
a brave man " .

The oronas,anda value of  the
re l )or t  i ;  r r re iumahly imProved bY
the impending arrival in this
country .of  Dr  Caetano.
Yours t ru ly .
\Y, D. il,lARTINEAU,
9 Blarcbington Road.
Seaford,  Susser-
J u l v  1 0 .

Fron Mr Jose da Fonseca

Sir, As an ordinary Portugu€1e- 9!i'
zen and armv deser ter .  I  rYould l lke
to thank yoi for pubiisl'ring. !'r A'
Hast inqs 's  repol l  on the wrr lyamu
massacle. in' Mozambique, PgIPs
trated by the Por tuguese army (Ju ly

10) .  Bv g iv ing Prominence to th is
rcoon voi  have of fered a good con'
t r ibut io i r  to  the unde: 's tandi r rg of  - the
true nature of the Portug,uese regrme
and i ts  co lonia l  Pol ic ies.

Norv the Br i t i ih  publ ic  has been
to ld that  the Ponuguese regime . in
spi te  of  i ts  sof t  appearances and. the
nious sDeeches of  Dr  Caetano,  t5  a
ierv ruihless one. BEfore r\'e all knerv
thai  under  Por tuguese jur id ica l  pra-c '

i ices the pol i t icaf rebel  had very l i t t le
leeal  pro iect ion and i t  is  knorrn that
minv- individuals have been sum'
mariiv eliminated at the hands of t}re
DGS iecret  pol ice.  Now we are to ld
that  the same may happen to ent l re
villaees.

I f  ihe imminent  v is i t  o f  Dr  Caetano
to Br i ta in  is  not  going to be a com'
olete farce (or. even worse. a Sesture
bf  conninnce f rom the Br i t ish s ide) ,
the nolitical teaders of this country
nrpht  to  ca l l  o f f  h is  v is i t  and te l l  the
Poituguese Prime Minister of their
dissusl in fuce of such atrocities. And
to 6e morally ralid the disgust cannot
be expressed onlv in vrords.

Exictly this iourage t}e Anglo
Portueu€se alliance demands from us
in the-se crucial years of Portuiuese
historY.
Yours faithfullY,

JOSE DA FONSECA
London,  Wl .
J u l y  1 1 '

From Mt D. J - MabberleY

Sir .  The repor t  o f  the a l leged
massacre at the village of Wiriyamu
in Mozambique is borh shocking and
9p695!uItE.- i lu t  

S i r ,  is  i t  not  a l i t t le  cur ious,
i f  no i  dangerous,  of  Father  Adr ian
Hastings. in rvishing not to jeopar-

dize tfe-safety of the local people
bv locating " the exact spot on the
siound " .  fo  reveal  the name of  the
itoresaid Yillac,e ?
Yours faithfully.
D. . I .  MABBERLEY,
Sidney Sussex Col lege.
Cambridce.
Julv  11-
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