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nrovements,  not  only in Angola Lrut  in
the other Portuguese colonics of  Guinea
and Mozanlbique as rvell.

Ten years later the tide of war seeurs
quite clearly to have turned, for th!.
moment at any rate, in favour of the
Portuguese. Of course,  i t  is  ne!er  easy
to say what "contro l"  of  terr i tory means
in a guerr i l la  war.  Where the bush is
th ick or  the ground swampy nobody in
Africa has ever reallv controlled vcr\
mucl-r. Territorial contiol is, anyway, cil
less importance than the contro l  of  popu-
lat ion.  He rvho takes the taxes.  runs thc
schools,  and operates the c l in ics is  the
true master.  In Iarge parts of  Cuinea and
smal ler  parts of  Angola and Mozam-
bique there have been per iods r .vhen i t
rvas the guerr i l las who could c la im th:
ascendancy.  But  in the past  s ix or  e ight
months they have been. by their  orvn
admission.  going througlr  some hard
umes.

F re l  imo 's  D i f f i cu  l t i es

This is  part icular ly  t rue in N, lozambique.
There  the  N{ozamb ique  L ibe ra t ion  F ron r
(Frel imo) was once rvel l  organised in
Cabo Delgado and Niassa proi inces,  and
in Tete.  rvhere i ts  energies were largely
cl i rected against  the bui ld ing of  the
Cabora Bassa dam. But the assassin:r t ion,
in  1969 .  o f  D r .  Eduardo  Mond lane  (p .
1375), Frelimo's leader, and tlre suir-
sequent leadership t roubles (p.  I  - i9 |  )
iv i th in the movement have encouraqcr. l
t he  Por tuguese  to  redoub le  the i r  e l l o r i s .

I r r  Junc.  1970, they launched a l lcw of l 'e  n-
s iye rvhich cont inued unt i l  the comins ol '
the ra ins in November.  With bomb"ers,
bul ldozcrs.  and Alouet te hel icopters,
-50.000 sold iers and paratroopers poured
in to  r ;o r the rn  Mozamb iq t re  1p .  1963)  and

P O R T U G U E S E  T E R R I T O R I E S

Secur i ty Si tuat ion
ln a review of  the secur i ty  s i tuat io i r
in Portugal 's  Afr ican Terr i tor ies.  t l rc
Economist  (UK) said on February 6th
that  ten years ago th is rvcck guerr i l !as
of  the Movement for  the Liberat ion ol '
Angola (MPLA),  armed wi t l r  machetcs
and muskets.  had at tacked a ia i l  in
Luanda .  the  cap i ta l  o f  . t ngo la .  Thc i r '
attack, the Econonisf went on, 'uvas tlrc
f i rs t  in a guerr i l la  rvar that  has cont inucr l
cve r  s ince ,  and  wh ich  has  insp i red  o the r
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captured at least l6 Frelimo camps. each
large enough to have its own system of
social services. As a result the Portuguesc
claim that Frelimo has now all but
stopped mi l i tary act iv i ty  in Tete and
Niassa provinces,  having lost  650 guer-
r i l las k i l led and 1,800 pr isoners cap-
tured,  for  a loss of  132 Portuguese (p.
r ee8).

A hard core of  about 1,000 guerr i l las is
said to be holed up in Cabo Delgado pro-
v ince,  and others exist  in smal ler  bands
elsewhere. Certainly Frelimo operations
are continuing; a Portuguese communique
on February lst reported the rout of
between 200 and 300 guerril las in Tete.
But its activities have clearly been cur-
ta i led,  and rv i l l  remain so i f  the Portu-
guese tactic of building a netrvork of
roads along the frontiers with Zambia
and Tanzania is successful.

Changes  in  Ango la

Cont inuing, lhe Econonis l  says that  suc-
cess has bedn less dramatic in Angola,
but here, too, there have been changes.
The most important is that there is no
longer much act iv i ty . in_the r ich cof fee-
grorving area around Carmona in the
north, where the guerril las pulled back
into the mountains years ago.  The centre
of conflict has shifted to Moxico, in
trhe east. This reflects the ever-diminish-
ing dynamism of  Holden Roberto 's
Angolan Revolut ionary Government- in-
exi le (Grae).  one of  the three main
Angolan guerril la movements. Based in
the Congo (DR) capital of Kinshasa, it
alone has enjoyed President Mobutu's
support. But this appears to be on the
wane: Mobutu is more than happy to let
the front move south-east to Moxico.
rvhere two-thirds of the Portuguese forces
are now garr isoned. This has taken the
heat off his frontiers and has resulted in
i rnproved re lat ions wi th Portugal .

Two other guerr i l la  groups operate in
Angola.  But  nei ther Crae nor the
Union for the Total Liberation t-rf
Angola (Unita)-which fights under Jonas
Savimbe in the south-east-has gained the
seal of approval of the Organisation of
African Unity (OA[D. This is reserved
for the MPLA, unquestionably the most
effective of the three. Led by the poet
Agostinho Neto, it has several thousand
guerril las in eastern Angola and several
hundred in Cabinda.  L ike Frel imo. i t
runs schools.  c l in ics.  and other serv ices.

Opera t ions  in  Gu inea

As in Mozambique, the Portuguese have
recently made an extra-large effort in
Guinea, the territory where, in the past,
they have fared least well. There the1,
claim to have captured, last year. almost
a th i rd of  the act ive forces of  the Afr ican
Party for  the Independence of  Guinea
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and the Cape Verde Islands (PAIGC),
led by Amilcar Cabral. General Spinola,
the Portuguese commander, will also have
received solace from the sacking in
November (p. 1933) of the PAIGC offices
in Conakry, the capital of neighbouring
Guinea. But the war is sti l l very much
alive, and here more than elservhere it
is fought on both sides not just with
bombs and bullets but rvith medical and
social services.

Future Prospects

But, the Economist asks, rvil l this success
continue? "Optimism is running high in
Lisbon, where i t  is  bel ieved that  in
Mozambique at least the guerril las can
soon be crushed. This may be putting it
too high:  the l iberat ion movements can
probably survive, if not very actively, so
long as they can use Z,ambia and Tan-
zania as sanctuaries and lines of supply.
A lot depends on the degree of support
they get from the population. In northern
I\{ozambique, where the tribes straddle
the national frontiers, the support may
stil l be there. but farther south Frelimo
has made less progress with the local
people. The war could intensify further in
the next dry season. It is reported that
South Africa has trvice offered ground
and air units for Mozambique. So far
it seems that these ha'r'e been refused.

" l t  is  l ikelv that .  before i t  cal ls  for  South
African support, Portugal will inten-
s i fy  the non-mi l i tary s ide of  i ts  cam-
paign. The offer in December of greater
autonomy for the overseas provinces (p.
196l)  should be seen in th is context .  So
should the perennial attempts to em-
phasise the strategic importance of the
overseas territories in the eyes of Nato.
But the support  g iven to the l iberat ion
movements by some sect ions of  l iberal
opin ion in the West ( in 1970 the Pope
gave an audience to the guerril la leaders)
has caused some concern in Portusal .
This is  a l l  the more needl ing because"of
the argument that  is  going on in Dr.
Caetano's Government about whether
Portugal 's  future l ies pr imar i ly  in Afr ica
or Europe.

The Ecortornisr concludes that time is not
necessar i ly  on the s ide of  the Portuguese.
With mor 'e than 150.000 t roops in ATr ica.
using sophist icated equipment,  inc luding
chemical herbicides in Ansola. between
45% and 55% of Portrisal's annual
budget goes on defence. Two things make
this worth whi le in their  eves:  the c iv i l is-
ing mission at t r ibuted to the Portuguese
by themselves; and the f20 m. trade
surplus generated by Angola, the main
factor  in the el iminat ion of  metropol i tan
Portugal's trade deficit. With so much at
stake,  nei ther s ide is  l ikely to g ive up."

(Observer (UK) 6/2)
Last relercnce p. 19988
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