‘Renamo rebelg

use chemicals?
MAPUTO ~ A defector from Moy
zambique’s righi-wing Renumg
rebels says the insurgeal group
uses cbemleal weapons :
The defector, Viclorioo Fere
uundes, Lol u news conference b
bud me¢ about 50 Reaamo fighters
cacrying gas maske ai » basl
40kin north of Maputo in Januaryy
Fesnundes said the men told
him the masks were necessary af
protection againsi @ weapon thep
were carrylog, a projectile tbaf
could be fired from » heavy
macbisegun. The weapon o
leased @ poisonous subsianc
which, If inhaled in sulficie
quaatity, could kil People furd
ther away from the impacs would
faint or be secicusly weakened]
Fernandes said. .
Western military expects sald
ey knew of 00 chemical weapog
designed to be fired from
muchineguns. H
Renamo officlals o Europs
have denied using chemical weag
pons io their fight against the Mas
puto governmwent since Mozama
bique secured indepeadence (rond
Purtugal la 1475, ~ Sapa-Reuten




