The Nhamagodoa File

On 18 April, the Mozambican armed forces over-
ran what the Renamo bandits referred to as a
"secret presidential base” at Nhamagodoa, in
Maringué district, in the central province of Sofala.
Here they seized a large quantity of documents, to
which AIM was given access in June.

Renamo seems to have arquived many of its
papers at Nhamagodoa: most of the captured
material dates from 1986-1988, though a few docu-
ments are dated earlier and later. They give a fas-
cinating insight into Renamo, and particularly its
relations with two countries who regularly protest
they have nothing to do with the destabilisation of
Mozambique - Kenya and Malawi.

The documents show that Kenyan support for
Renamo dates from at least mid-1988, over a year
before Kenyan President Dantel Arap Moi was asked
to mediate in the-Mozambican conflict.

Kenya pledges ald to Renamo

The key documents are transcripts of radio mes-
sages sent from Malawi to Renamo leader Afonso
Dhlakama by a Renamo contact who calls himself
"Joseph". Internal evidence in the documents sug-
gests that this man is Rod Hein, a white Zimbab-
wean fundamentalist missionary in the extreme
right-wing sect, the Shekinah Ministries.

Joseph/Hein sent his messages first in English,
and they were then transilated into Portuguese. In
many cases, both the English transcript and the
Portuguese translation have survived.

Contacts between the Kenyan authorities and
Dhlakama went via the then Renamo Secretary for
Information, Francisco Nota Moises, who was based
in Canada, but had previously lived for many years
in Kenya.

On 9 May 1988, Joseph relayed a message from
Nota Moises, saying "I am now in Kenya and have
had meetings with the government of Kenya. The
President of Kenya (Daniel Arap Moi) has asked me
to be in contact between him and you (Dhlakama)".

"The men here in Kenya trust me, and they want
the operation to be very secret”, added Nota.

Arap Mol was annoyed at the "frresponsibility” of
the then head of the Renamo Foreign Affairs Depart-
ment, Artur de Fonseca, who "when he was invited
to go to Kenya, was told to keep everything secret,
but immedtately after being informed. . . phoned his
friend, and this friend spread rumours that Mr Nota
and Mr Fonseca were invited to Kenya to be killed".

Despite this display of Renamo paranoia, Arap
Mot told Nota that he "has the pleasure of inviting
the President of Renamo. to go to Kenya. All arran-
gements will be made in confidence and top
secrecy”.

Nota advised Dhlakama not to tell anyone else,
such as "your friends in the south or your friends
in Usa. We want this operation to be successful and
secret”. (The messages use the euphemism “the
south" to refer to South Africa.)

On 10 May, Nota was in contact via Joseph again
to say that he was dealing with air tickets to Nairobi
for Dhlakama and his delegation. "The President of
Kenya would like the visit to take place as soon as
possible”, he said.

In two successive messages on 13 and 15 May,
Nota again relayed the Kenyan government's anger
at Fonseca’s inability to keep secrets. He com-
plained at "Fonseca’s tendency to treat everything
like an open air show. His lack of secrecy and free
talking is informing the enemy without him know-
ing it".

On 17 May, Nota said that the Kenyan authorities
had decided to help Renamo "as much as possible
because of interference from Frelimo”. The message
did not elaborate on the nature of this "inter-
ference", but it may be linked to Mozambique's good
relations with the Ugandan government of Yoweri
Museveni.

The Kenyans also advised Dhlakama "to make a
strong statement expressing your willingness to
settle the conflict peacefully if the other side s ready
to negotiate". Dhlakama "should also appeal to
foreign governments to set up such talks", added
Nota. "The authorities here believe that this will give
this country (Kenya) and other foreign governments
the excuse to talk openly to Renamo”.

A message from Joseph on 18 May stressed
"Kenya's wish to assist and support” Renamo, but
added "this must be kept in strict confidence,
negotiating only between Mr Nota and Mr Joseph™.

Malawi and Kenya arrange security

"Kenya will provide travel documents and air
tickets from Malawi, and will arrange the airlift from
the interior (of Mozambique) to Malawi. Kenya will
work with Malawi concerning security and secrecy”,
continued the message.

"Kenya requests Your Excellency to present a
budget of needs, financtal and material”, Joseph
added. "If this can be presented on your arrival, it
will help matters to move more quickly. Kenya is
determined that it wants to be of valid assistance".

Renamo was not entirely happy with the
Malawian connection, but on 20 May Joseph reas-
sured Dhlakama that "this country is for Renamo
and will help where they can”.

Joseph certainly had access to Malawian govern-
ment stationery. An envelope headed "On Malawi
Government Service” was found at Nhamagodoa.
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with the words "To the President of Renamo from
Joseph" scribbled across it.

A Malawian contact, named only as "Marcos", told
Dhlakama via Joseph that Mozambican Prestdent
Joaquim Chissano’s impending state visit to Malawi
"does not mean that Malawi agrees with the policy
of Chissano, but that Malawi has to entertain the
government of that country if they request a visit".

Joseph also claimed that the Malawian
authorities would deliver Mozambican refugees into
the hands of Renamo. "The Malawt government will
be very happy to help move the displaced people to
Renarmo zones, i.e. Milange. We will get the Interna-
tional Red Cross to contact the Malawi government
to make all the plans". (At this time, the district of
Milange, on the border with Malawi, was occupied
by Renamo.)

An undated message states that Renamo's sup-
port in Malawi comes “from the security police. They
trust us . .

us in anything except bombs."
Apparently the deal the Malawian police wanted
was that Renamo would not attack the railway from

. They are very willing to cooperate with. .

Malawi to the northern Mozambican port of Nacala,
which is Malawi's cheapest outlet to the sea.

“They want the troops to be withdrawn from the
railway line and want to help us in anything as long
as we do not disturb the railway”, continued the
message.

One of the messages confirms that Renamo smug-
gles ivory via Malawi. On 23 July 1988, Joseph
wired Dhlakama that "we don't have money to pay
for the plane" for a trip into Mozambique: But the
pilot was prepared to trust Renamo to pay him later.
In gratitude for this attitude, "perhaps Your Excel-

‘lency could reward the pilot with an elephant tusk,

as a present, and not as payment”.

The messages concerning Kenya break off at this
point. but the contacts made in 1988 clearly bore
fruit later, with Dhlakama installed in Nairobi, and
Renamo members trained in Kenya being infiltrated
into central Mozambique via Malawi.

Kenya's complaints against Fonseca were also
heeded: he was removed as head of the Foreign
Affairs Department, a post now occupied by Raul
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Domingos, who leads the Renamo negotiating team
in the peace talks in Rome.

Also among the documents were copies of letters
exchanged between Renamo and right-wing in-
dividuals in the US and elsewhere.

Thus on 27 Novemnber 1986, Dhlakama wrote a
letter of thanks to Neil Blair of the American con-
servative group “Free the Eagle", thanking him as
“the friend who has given Renamo its first home in
the United States".

"For the first time’ Renamo has an office, a
telephone and a professional staff to launch its long
overdue political offensive in the outside world",
continued Dhlakama. "T am deeply indebted to you".

Dhlakama thanks his friends

On the same day, Dhlakama wrote a gushing
letter of thanks to Louisfana millionaire James
Blanchard III, described as "one of Renamo’s first
friends as we seek to tell our story to the outside
world".

"I was deeply touched by the-abundance of your
gifts such as the splendid knife more befitting an
Arab sultan than a guerrilla chief, the radios,
medicines and numerous other articles”, wrote
Dhlakama.

Both these letters are carbon copies, typed in
English.

A letter in Portuguese, also of November 1986,
was sent to Armand de Borchgrave, editor of the
right wing daily, the Washington Times, thanking
him for sending the journalist Holger Jensen to
Renamo-occupied parts of central Mozambique.

"MrJensen has informed me that the Washington
Times supports our war against the Marxist regime,
and I thank you greatly for this support", wrote the
Renamo leader. !

A completely different note was struck in a letter
to Pat Robertson, head of the Christian Broadcast-
ing Network (cBN), a fundamentalist religious
television station, based in Virginia. For the pur-
poses of this letter, Dhlakama underwent a conver-
sion to Christianity. Renamo, he said, recognised
that the natural disasters that Mozambique had
suffered since independence “are not accidental,
but are the direct resuits of an atheist system. We
in Renamo attribute our growing victories to our
creed”.

Robertson's attempt "to restore principles based
on respect for god In America inspires and en-
courages us".

CBN, said Dhlakama, "was the first television
channel to visit us. We would like to maintain and
consolidate this special relationship. We also have
much to learn about national reconstruction based
on biblical foundations”.

Aletter from Jesse Helms, Republican Senator for
North Carolina, dated 16 February 1989, and writ-
ten on headed notepaper of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, told Dhlakama "T understand
that there may be an opportunity to meet with a
congressional delegation that is travelling In the
area. [ hope that you will make every effort - taking
{nto account prudent security and appropriate
secrecy - to make contact with these congressmen".

An undated handwritten draft in Portuguese from
Dhlakama to Helms thanked the Senator for "your
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efforts to reverse the American position on Mozam-
bique".

“The dismantling of a state of Soviet slavery. and
the appearance of a new nation based on constitu-
tional government and Christian respect for human
dignity and freedom will make the Brezhnev
doctrine an object of ridicule”, the Renamo leader
told Helms, signing himself "your friend for ever
until final victory".

The extreme right wing British "Conservative Stu-
dents Foreign Affairs Group" (which is disowned by
the mainstream of the British Conservative Party}
wrote on 24 April 1988 to the Canadian home of
Nota Moises, condemning "the British government's
shameful involvement in supporting the Maputo
regime".

"Please be assured that we are doing as much as
we can in our Party to advance the cause of freedom
within Mozambique as led by your movement”, the
letter declared.

Renamo begs for funds

Nota Moises replied on 22 May 1988, and asked
the conservative students for money. "We face one
major problem which hampers our efforts to dis-
seminate information: a lack of resources both
material and financtal”, he said. "Straightaway my
department needs a telefax machine to disseminate
information to major newspapers, news agencies
and other centres as quick as possible”.

Nota also wrote a begging letter to South Korean
dictator Roh Tae Woo on 25 February 1988, asking
for Korean financial support, and describing the
Seoul regime as "democratic”.

Nota Moises sent copies of all these documents on
to Dhlakama's headquarters.

Dhlakama even wrote, in English, to US President
Ronald Reagan in 1986, urging him "to send a
representative to see our successful efforts and how
closely our goals coincide with the Reagan doctrine".

‘I know that you share my concern about the

spread of communism and Soviet efforts to des-

tabilise southern Africa”, said Dhlakama. "However,
1 am pleased to inform you that in Mozambique we
are now in a position to inflict a major defeat on the
communists”.

He urged Reagan to change American policy on
Mozambique. "I think your government has been
misled by Frelimo propaganda as to the true nature
of our cause”, he said.

There is no evidence that Reagan ever replled to
this missive. However, the then US Vice-President
(now President) George Bush did express interest.
In a letter he sent on 29 June 1987 to Renamo
Washington representative Luis Serapiao, Professor
André Thomashausen, Director of the Institute of
Foreign and Comparative Law at the University of
South Africa (Unisa) in Pretoria. said that he had
conveyed invitations to Dhlakama for visits abroad
from a personal envoy of George Bush, as well as
from the Prime Minister of Bavaria. Franz-Josef
Strauss.

Astonishingly, Dhlakama turned these invita-
tions down, saying that the time was not ap-
propriate for him to travel abroad, but that anyone
wishing to speak to him would be welcome in his
headquarters inside Mozambique.

amagodoa documents throw. -
further light on a world of: back-»
stabbing; and jealousies....
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.7In the five years that
che] ‘been Secretary for
_ Foreign Relations it 1s difficult
to see: anythint ‘that he has
. done that can be considered a
success" compl nned Nata: "He

Renamo leaders at each other s tlu;oats

Fonseca felt much the same -
* towards.Nota;/and on 15 May
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Dhlakama. aﬂeging that .Nota. -
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