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SrurucrrMOZAMBIQUE.\.prc price of defence

Tensrons tuttích haue surJaced n the Lastfeus monúhs between the
Mozambícan Príme Míníster, Marío Machungo and tlrc Mtní,ster Jor
Defence, GeneraL Alberto Chípande ouer the amount oJ míLttary
spendíng proutded"Jor ín ttrc budget, haue LDorsened ouer tlrc past weeks.
In January 1987, after the gouemment tntroduced the economíc r{orms
as requested bg the IMF and the WorLd Bank, Marío Machungo and the
Fínqnce À,íuusfer ,4hdul Magíd Osman, rnsúsúed on tlw necessitA íor
closer monítoríng oJ míLítary spendíng. Srnce the creatíon oJ ttte post of
Príme Míníster ut 1986, DeJence, Securíty and Foretgn Affaírs haue
rern ed the rnrnrstenes to be dírectly under the controL oJ the Prestdent.' 

Once the InternatíanaL Monetary Fund had made Íts
reccrrunendattons, Messrs Machungo and Osman stepped tQ the
pressure on the MínístrU o_f De_fence ur an efion tc reC.uce the n:tmhqr oJ
soldíers ín the gouerrLmentJorcesrfrorn 50,000 to 30,0O0 and, atthe same
tíme, to reí4force the controls on the Armed Forces spendíng. ApparentLg,
these meo.sures affected tfv hígher echeions of the rníLi.tary híerarchA and
the Louser ranked offícers, whose weges, accordíng to the gouen'Lrnent's
conftdentíaL estímates, accounted Jor o, dtsproportíanate amount oJ
mílítary saLaríes each Aear. The soldíers, Ltotueuer, uere onlg euer paíd
i4frequentlg, but theg were stíIL expected to contínue to Jíght ín oJten
diffícult Io g ís tíc condrtrons.

The míIttara chteJs, Íncludtng tlrc Míníster oJ Dejence, were
extremeLg uexed bg the meosures ímposed bg the gouernment and
accused Messrs Machungo and Osrnan of beíng opposed to o, "wqr
economA" whích should render dejence a budgetpríorítg. Some members
oÍ the mílítary euen blarned the íaíIure to defeat Ff,NAMO on the austeríht
whtch tle two Mínísters hnd manaoed to ímpose on tle counfrgl's
economA. In"st September, reLattons between Ceneral Chtpande on one
har 

' 
tnd Marío Machungo and Hagíd Osman on tlrc other, deteríorated

Jurttter aJter the two Mínísters re3lused to drsburse 600 müLíon metícaís
(about TOO,OAO dollars) wttich thea íntended to spend on celebratÍons
commemoratíng the Mozambícan Armed Forces' 25th anníuersary.

During the last Central Commíttee meetíng, the question of tlw
budgetJor DeJence uas put uery crudelg bg an Armg captatn, "Comrede
Presídent, how can u)e wín tlrc wü LJ questÍons ot' defence are settled
unüaterallg bll the Prime Míníster and the Ftnance Míníster ?" The
queslÍon Lras Jtercelg debated bg ttrc Commíttee and Lteutenant-GeneraL
Raímun do Pachínusapa asked Messrs Machungo and Chípande, "to
come Jorword and openly dÍscuss the probLems ruhrch e.rast between the
ttuo oJ gou and to establÍsh the red.sons whA the Armg rs so i.LL-equtpped."

Last December, duríng the People's Ássentbly, Mqjor GeneraL
Eduardo NÍhÍcr occused the gouemment led bg Marío Machungo oJ
corntptíon and nepotísm. Ìvtr Machungo ímmedíatelu o_ffered to resian.
Howeuer, usí.thín tlrc Central Commíttee and Parlíctment, the ggfSIL

JeeLíng uhich preuoíls that corntptíon wíthín the Armed, Forces rs only gettí' rrorse. Thís ús hour

Marío Math-ungo and. Hagíd" Osman managed. to reduce d.eJence spendíng ín úte proursÍonal budget

Jor iggo to SAVo QBO mittton metícaís) oJ the oueraLl budget as agaínst 42o/o tr 1989. And whíLe aLL

the díscussions are goíng on, the díscontent oJ tte sotdí-ers uho haue not been paíd sÚrce September

7989, continues to grow. i oAJ rg ít | 4 O


