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Trlal of alleged MNR bandlt closes

3 “
THE trial of the alleged
MNR bandit John Mataveya
wound down in the
Court yesterday with the
State and defen;.:e coul
summing their cases.
Jud w& on
“Friday next week.

.Both cases centred on the
admissibility of evidence
given by several witnesses
who identified Mataveya as
the person who committed
the crimes he is chaxged
with.

Mataveya pleaded not

ty to two counts of mur-

r, one of attempted mur-
der, three of armed

and one of possession ot

arms of war before Mr Jus-
tice Ebrahim sitting with as-
sessors Mr Patrick Muse-
ngezi and Mr Misheck
Nyandoro.

In his defence Mataveya
maintained that he entered
Zimbabwe from Mozam-
bique after the murders had
been committed. He said he
took part in two armed rob-

beries but even then he’

still at large committed the
robberies while Mataveya
only helped carry the “loot,”

Summlng up the State
case, Mr Ray Goba of the At-
torney-General’'s Office said

which he brought up to-

wards the end of the State

Ctiacy ang untenable.
un

“It was an afterthought,”

overwlml}pg evidence
He said the alleged MNR

bandit had been lying
throughout the Mw
and had, under cross-exami-
nation, always anticipated
leading to ‘and Keoplng. in
to

m:udyomade

In reply, Mr Bruno Mu-
mze of Mugabe, Mutezo
Deo for Mauveyn said tf

client had been lxlng
“through and through
the State alleged which of

" his warned and cautioned

statements would be taken
as true?

Mataveya allegedly admit-
ted to committing armed
robberies in the warned and
Sermed by a Chipings magis

a Chipinge
trate but denied involvement
in the murders at
Tea Estate in April 1987.

Taking the case of the
identification es Mr
Mugabe said
pouibmty that the w!tneues
could have mistaken him for
the perpetrator of the .
crimes. '




