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[N GORONGOSA DISTRILT,
Mozambique, July 28 — In the
heart of Mozambique, a belea-
guered group of anti-government
rebels facing almost total regional
and international isolation contin-
ues 1o plot the destruction of this
country's ailing transport and elec-

tricity network from the seclusion
of these shifting forest headquar-
ters.

In spite of a two-year offensive
by Mozambican, Zimbabwean and
Tanzanian troops, a ragtag rebel
army of the Mozambican National
Resistance, widely known by its
Portuguese acronym Renamo, has
survived and even stepped up its
attacks.

Renamo, now commanded by
‘onso Dhlakama, a 35-vear-oid
mer supporter of the governing
ty, had its origins as a merce-

y force sponsored by Rhodesia,

fater received South African
port.

Jore recently, the guerrillas,
thought to number between 15,000
and 20,000, have lost much of their
foreign support, but have managed
to continue attacks on railroads,
roads and electricity lines, as well
as staging frequent hit-and-run at-
tacks on towns held by the Mozam-
bican Army. Because of the exten-
sive Renamo presence in much of
rural Mozambique, many. of these
towns have been turned into vir-
tual islands, reachable only by air.

In these attacks the rebels seize
arms, ammunition, uniforms,
medicines and even schoo] books.
They do not attempt to hold the
towns, preferring to move on, re-
turning only when looted goods
have been replenished.

A three-day visit to this remote

and well-guarded Renamo base in
Sofala province, about 40 miles
from the nearest Government
base, revealed a lightly armed
band of guerrillas clad in captured
camouflage suits, motley civilian
clothes and tattered cloth. Their
base is not far from the Gorrngosa

Game Park in this district about 500
miles north-northeast of Maputo; its
location cannot be further defined in
geographical terms under the agree-
ment that led 1o the trip here for three
reporters and one photographer.

An atmosphere ot the surreal dumi-
nated the rebels’ leafy hide-out. Print-
outs of incoming messages from com-
manders arrived from a new laptlop
computer linked to the field radio.
Traditional dancers entertained rebel
officials in a small clearing in the for-
est, and the high-pitched sounds of a
women's choir rang out through the
majeslic panga-panya trees.

Flanked by political department
heads in smart three-piece suits and
ties, Mr. Dhlakama, a short, bespecta-
cled man who has led the movement
for nearly a decade, explained: ““We
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are waging a war to demorahze nd
jower the profile of the enem\ It
serves no purpose Lo hold towns that
areemplty.”’

The rebels cannot match the Soviet-
made aircraft and other advanced
weaponry of the Zimbabweans and Mo-
zambicans.

But they appear (0 enjoy sufficient
support from the war-weary local
populiation and to have mastered rural
guerrilla tactics 10 the point where the
reconstruction of the war-torn and
drought-ravaged country is impossible
without their cooperation

Many of the claims made by the
rebels conflict with United Nations re-
ports and a recent American State De-
partment report, which branded
Renamo as one of the most brutal guer-
rilla armies in the world.

Renamo was originally a mercenary
army, organized and nurtured by white
Rhodesian intelligence officers in the
mid-1970's. Sponsorship of the rebeis
was later taken over by the South Af-
rican Army, with the backing of Portu-
guese business interests that had been
dispossessed in Mozambique. Although
South Africa says it no longer supplies
the rebels, there is some evidence that
support continued after the signing of a
South Africa-Mozambique nonaggres-
sion pact in 1984.

The rebe! group describes itself as
anti-Marxist, and says that doctrinaire

Marxist policies that threatened thc

traditional way of life of tribal villag-

ers were a main reason for its creation. '

While Renamo says its tenets are
anti-Marxist, the Maputo Government
has diluted the leftist policies it fol-
lowed after ousting the Portuguese co-
lonial administration in 1976, and has
moved closer to the Western economic
sphere of interest, seeking Western and
even South African aid in rebuilding its
shattered economy.

Although Renamo also claims a clan-
destine presence in the capital, Mapu-
to, and in provincial capitals, guerrilla
leaders say their strategy is to gain
control of rural Mozambique before
trying to precipitate an insurrection in
urban areas.

Renamo's assertion that it controls
85 percent of rural Mozambique is
clearly excessive, but the rebels ap-
pear (0 be able to move freely in more
than a third of tie country, making
what they call liberated zones a practi-
cal reality.

But the guerrillas, who have crippled
much of the country's vital rail and
power network, have been likened (o
the Khmer Rouge of Cambodia in the
State Department report, which
blamed the rebels for killing more than

100,000 people and turning at least one
million into refugees.

The report, issued in April and based
on interviews with 196 Mozambican
refugees in five countries, also held the
rebels responsible for a series of mas-
sacres ot civilians last year, including
one at Homoine in which more than 400

civilians were Killed.

The report found that the movement
has used forced labor, rape, mutilation
and arbitrary execution in its bid to
overthrow the government.
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Mr. Dhiakama vehemently dentes
these charges and insists that atroci-
ties are committed by specially trained
counter-insurgency units mandated to *
discredit the rebels.

“If we were juss a bunch of bandits
we would have been caught and been
handed over to Government forces
long ago,”” Mr. Dhiakama said in an in-
terview.

NMr. Dhlakama, the son of a tnbal
chief from the tiny Ndau tribe in cen-
tral Mozambique, was thrust unexe
pectedly into the Renamo leadership
by Rhodesian intelligence officers
after the death in combat of Andre
Matsangaissa, the movement's first
leader

Mr. Dhlakama had joined Frelimo,
the guerrilta movement that fought the
Portuguese, in 1973 and fought against
colonial rule. In 1975, he was appointed
a logistics commander.

But in 1977, like many of his Renamo
colleagues, he joined the rebel move
ment because of disaffection with
Frelimo’s poiicies. Mr. Dhlakama
denies that he was cashiered from:
Frelimo on theft charges. '

Paris Raul Baza, Renamo's 32-year-:
old *“‘agriculture minister,” who 1§
from Maputo, said, ‘'l joined Renamo
when I heard the movement was fight
ing for liberation in 1981 when ! was
teaching in a secondary school and saw
how repressive the Frelimo Govern-
ment was."’

Anselmo Victor, 33, “political ideol-
ogy minister,”” is responsible for ihe
7.000 party members, of whorn 2,000
are said to operate in the cities.

“'In every town we have got our polit-
ical members we can contact. We alse
have members who have infiltrated the :
Mozambican secret police who keep us
well-informed,"* he said.

Various efforis by South African ana
Portuguese officials to arrange negoti-
ations between the rebels and the gov-
ernment in Maputo have collapsed.

The most recent efforts focus on the -
quest for an agreement from Renamo
not (o sabotage the Cabora Bassa Dam |
hvdroetectric plant and power lines,
which run for 560 miles through
Renamo strongholds on the Mozambi-
can border with Zimbabwe south to
Preturia.

The plan “hici spaas the Zambezi
River in Tete Pisovince in the north-



west, could supply all Mozambique's
energy requirements and 8 percent of
South Africa’'s as well. Bul Renamo
sabotaged the power-lines and h'alled
the whole project in the early 1980's.

Now the movement is threaténing Lo
prevent Mozambique, South Africa-and
Portugal from putting into effect their
three-way agreement fo revive the
plant by the end of this year.

“'We shall renew our attacks on the
line because it is a violation of our
territory,” Mr. Dhlakama said. “If the
new line benefits all the people of
Mozambigue we will let it go ahead, but
if it is for the benefit of the Communist
Government in Maputo we will not let it
run through our territory.”

In the past, South Africa has pro-
vided logistic support and military
training to the rebels. In recent
months, however, since the appearance
of the State Department report and the
consequent growing international criti-
cism of the rebels, South Africa has
played down its clandestine links to
Renamo. Pretoria is also far along in
reviving the Nkomati Accord, the
lapsed 1984 pact with Mozambique
under which neither country was to
allow its territory to be used for at-
tacks against the other.

Britain has provided troops through
a nominally private security company
to help guard Cabora Bassa and the
railway line between Malawi and the
port of Nacala. Renamo says it has al-
ready killed three British soldiers.

1t has been reported that Pretoria is
planning to train and equip a special
Government unit to help protect
Cabora Bassa from Renamo.

“Let them come. We do not fear any
force because our strength lies in the
people and the people never lose,” Mr.
Dhlakama said.

Briefing the visiting journalists on a
large map of Mozambique attached to
a tree, Mr. Dhlakama proudly ex-
plained how Renamo has crippled most
of the country’s vital rail links with
Jand-locked Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe's President, Robert Mu-
gabe, is promoting the rehabilitation of
transport lines through Mozambique in
an attempt to reduce his heavy depend-
ence on routes through South Africa.

An estimated 20,000 Zimbabwean
soldiers, and 10,000 Tanzanian and
Zambian troops are aiding this effort.
They are helped by Soviet, East Ger-
man, Cuban and North Korean advis-
ers.

Mr. Dhlakama says that only the de-
ployment of 12,000 crack Zimbabwean
troops that enables the rehabilitated
line 1o the port of Beira to operate.

He also claims credit for crippling
the imporiant line from Nacala to
Malawi and frustrating a joint Zimba-
bwean-British effort to rehabilitate the
Maputg-Zimbabwe line, and says that
only quick repairs kept the rail line
from Maputo to South Africa from
being crippled.

Mr. Dhlakama said Renamo would
shoot down Red Cross supply planes
that did not ask for clearance of flights
over Renamo-held territory.

The external leadership of the rebel
movement has been plagued with a
spate of assassipations and defections



that has left would-be supperters con-
fused as to who represents Renamo.

Mr. Dhlakama also admits to serious
communications problems with the ex-
ternal leadership.

“There are a lot of difficuities but we
are working to normalize this situa-
tion,” he said.

He also said the hostile international
climate had hampered efforts to meet
the external representatives abroad.

“I always have plans to visit foreign
countries but we have very many prob-
lems which we have not been able to
get rid of,” he said.”If an opporunity
arises | can leave for overseas any-
time.”

Such is Renamo's international isola- |
tion that he is unable to name any of the
five African countries he says are sym-
pathetic to the rebels. It is known that
among these are Kenya, Zaire, Malawi |
and South Africa. But none is able to
give Renamo open political support.

v Dlakama concedes that the

D arument report has damaged
“inage internationally.

0t harm Renamo physically

it has distorted its external

lo.w o nesaid.

Mr. Dhlakama described the report
as a lastditch attempt by the Reagan
Administration to eradicate Renamo,
in an attempt to justify a policy of rap-
prochement toward the Mozambique
Government.

“We [eel betrayed by President Rea-
gan because what he has declared does
not rhyme with his deeds. This will be
written in history,” Mr. Dhlakama
said.

Renamo is one ostensibly anti-Com- '
munist group the United States has
refused to back, choosing instead a.
Western effort to encourage the
Maputo Government to adopt a pro-
Western foreign policy and free-enter-
prise principles.

Using mainly captured AK-47 rifles,
machine guns and RPG-7 rocket
Jaunchers, the elusive rebel army
based here defends a temporary head-
quarters that is integrated with sur-
rounding villages.

The rebels’ more established Casa
Banana headquarters in the nearby
Gorongosa rnountains was abandoned
for the second time in 1986 after the
rebels had recaptured it from Frelimo
earlier that year.

The base has been shifted seven
times in the past {2 months, said Nicho-
las de la Casa, a British free-lance tele-
vision journalist who has been a cap-
tive of the rebels for the past year, ac-
cused by Renamo of being a British in-
telligence agent working for Zimba-
bwe. Mr. De la Casa dismisses the
charges as “‘absolutely ridiculous.”

The journalists arrived in a twin-en-
gine plane that made a hazardous {and-
ing on a bumpy airstrip carved out of
the forest. The charter flight was bank-
rolled by Harry Schultz of the Freedom
Inc. in Washington, a United States-,
based group that supports Renamo.

The plane disappeared in a cloud of *
dust before making a labored takeoff
on its southward journey, and the
group began a 6-mile march to the,
rebel headquarters in single file
through forest, winding river-beds and
villages. Upon arrival, they were
served Malawian beer and South Af-.
rican wine in an open-sided thatched
guest house.

On the return journey the piane flew
at tree-top level to avoid detection,’
passing close to the 9,000-foot Goron-;

‘gosa mountain and skimming over
Ineat villages. Under the- agreement
«with the sponsors of the trip, the corre-
spondents were not allowed to say
‘whether they entered Mozambique di-
rectly or through a third country, and
now the chartered plane carrying them
returned to Johannesburg. trees.

Radio operators, using a radio driven

with @ manual generator, mantain 24-
hour contact with other bases and con-
tacts in Malawi and South Africa.

At night, under the brilliant full
moon, videos of Renamo activities
were shown on a television screen
perched beneath a tree and driven by a
silent generator, which otherwise ap-
{ peared to service a single light bulb in
the guest house.

The night silence was broken occa-
sionally by the piercing sound of a ape
' the guerrillas use to guard the encamp-
ment. An open-air kitchen with a log
ifire prepared stews of the kudu ante-
i1ope and buffalo the rebeis had shot.

Apart from supplies flown into a con-
cealed airstrip 6 miles away, all provi-
sions are carried by porters from the
Malawian border, where sympathetic
missionaries offer aid.

In 1986 Malawi officially ceased aid
to the rebels, after President Samora
Machel of Mozambique and leaders of
other black-ruled neighboring states
pressed on Malawi's President, Has-
tings Kamuzu Banda, to cut lines to the
rebel group. While Malawi seeks assid-
uously to bolster its ties to Mozam-
bique, the rebels still apparently have
some contacts in Malawi. But it is not
clear whether they operate with the
tacit approval of elements within the
Malawian Government.

Mr. Dhlakama insists that his move-
ment's political objective is to estab-
lish a democratic system.

*Qur aim is not to win the war mili-
tarily but to force the Frelimo Govern-
ment to accept our conditions,” he said.

“If Frelimo wants to continue with the
war then Renamo, as a popular force,
will beferced to go on fighting.”

“The Western countries are dream-
ing if they think the ruling Frelimo -
Government wiil change its Commu-
nist ideology,”” said :

*All the Western aid is going into
buying Soviet arms. It will be the peo-
ple of Mozambique who bring about
changes here."”





