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IExcerpts]  The jo int  operat ions by Mozanrbican, Zin ' rba-
bwean, and Tanzanian forces against  armed bandi t ry in
lrÍozambique w'ere evaluated by the respective defense
ministers at  a meering held recentty in Quel imane.

Nat ional  Defense Minister Army General  Alberto Chi-
pande, who relurned to Maputo today, told our corre-
spondent that  as a resul t  of  a jo int  mi l i tary operat ion,
several districts and localit ies in Zambezia, Tete, Sofala,
and Manica Provinces have been freed of bandit crimi-
nal  occupat ion:

IBegin recording] The jo int  operat ions began in August
1986 with the occupat ion of  Corongosa. [date as heard]
We resumed operations in November. The first phase
was conducted jo int ly by Mozambican and Zimbabwean
forces, when Gorongosa was occupied.

The second phase was carried out with the participation
of Tanzanian forces. This culminated in the l iberat ion of
Mocuba, Mopeia,  (?Chimuala),  Morrumbala,  Caia.
Sena, and other distr icts along the Zambezi  Val ley.

Operations were interrupted at this stage for a number of
reasons. First. we had to consolidate the l iberated areas.
This meant that party and government organs had to play a
role in those areas by resettl ing people and reconstructing
infrastructure that had been destroyed. This permitted the
three joint forces to carry out operations to consolidate the
areas where there were sti l l  sporadic armed bandit actions.
[passage omitted] [end recording]

The minister of national defense disclosed in his inter-
view that new search and destroy operations against the
armed bandit groups were planned at the meeting with
his Zimbabwean and Tanzanian counterparts. The
groups began operating in certain areas of Inhambane
Province, and in Nampula and Niassa Provinces, as wel l
as in southern Cabo Delgado, following their f l ight from
Zambezi Valley. He said:

[Begin recording] As a result of operations in the central
Zambezí Valle-v, some of the bandits stepped up their
operat ions in the northern area, namely in Nampula and
Niassa Provinces, and in southern Cabo Delgado. We
have resumed operations involving all these provinces,
in the south and noíh of  the country accordingly.  Thus
the need for the bilateral meeting.
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I t  was an impor tant  meet ing in  which we eva luated our
cooperation and joint operations not only in the Zam-
bez i  Va l ley  but  a lso in  Mozambique as a  whole .  We
evaluated the ef fec ts  o f  the operat ions launched by the
Mozambique Armed Forces-FPLM in areas in which
they operate  on the i r  own,  and in  areas where we operate
jo in t ly  wi th  the Z imbabwean and Tanzanian forces.

The outcome of  the meet ing was pos i t ive  because we
have thwar ted rhe in tent ion o f  the enemy to  d iv ide the
couniD/ .  The encr , i ; - ' t ìc , :s  r . rc i  s tand ; :  ch:ncc o f  c l i ' ,  td ing
our  count ry .  [end recorc l rng]

Asked to  comment  on the mi l i ta ry  s i tuat ion in  Mapuro,
Gaza, and Inhambane, Alberto Chipande said:

[ tseg in  record ing]  ,A,s  in  Zambezia .  we have rhe in i t ia r i i rs -
in  N ' laputo.  Inhambane.  and Gaza Prov inces.  We are
operat ing rv i thout  prob lems or  shor tcomings.  What  ue
mus t  do  no* ' i s  t o  occup ) ' t he  l i be ra ted  a reas  and  rese t t l e
the popula t ion.  Par t l 'and government  organs must  orga-
n ize thc  people  in  order  to  rebui ld  what  has been
dest ro l 'ed.  People  must  be reorganized fo l lowing the
d i s rup t i on  o f  t he i r  l i ves  by  t he  a rmed  band i t s .  Th i s  i s
u 'hat  remains to  be done.  [end record ing]
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