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SII\VES of the MNR bandtts held tn
bandlt base areas of Mozarnblque aÌ€
murdered lf they are caught eicapine
and lf thev sucôeed thei know tleii
famllles faõe death as a rãsult, accord-
lqg to a report of a Unlted States state
departrnent consult^nt.
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\,Vomen are frequently raped
along transport routes. High
levels of venereal disease are
reported by both those who
escap€ and by the medical
staff who look after them Ín
refugee camps.

ln some conhol areas p€o-
ple work their own farms
rather than work in MNR
fields: but most of their pro.
duce goes to the MNR and
the amount extracted rises
during drought.

Sometimes even üe wild
mushrooms and finrit gath-
ered to stave off stârvation
are taken. No food goes to
the people until the bandits
have satisfied their hunger.

The collaborators who "po-
lice" the control areas er€
former tax coüectors and
pettv officials of the Pornr-
iryeée, a small number of for-
áer Frelimo members and

drafted captives who submii
benveen ttireats of death and
6ome preferentirì treafment.
Some of these'!olice' patrol
tbe boundaries of the contul
area with a second set sup€r-
vising the slaves.

Captives only bry to escape
when death becomes a reâl
possibiìity but escape is difr-
èUt if úeV have femilies.

Many people are too weah
old or sick to Ílee but some
parents send their children
who are old enough and still
healthy enough to make the
trip, perhaps with an adult
local as a guide. Escapees
travel by night, eating wild
food and avoiding roads.

The bandits have little dif-
ficuÌry replacing üose who
have been murdered or who
have died of stanation. New
captives are taken in "de-
s t ruct ion operat ions"  a ì -
though sometimes people
are abducted from the less
harsh t'tax er€1s".
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