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Top defector's startling claim
of continuing SA links with MNR

MAPUTO: A forrndr trlp level member of the Mo-
zambique Nallonal Rrsistance movement (MNII'I
ha; mnde sensationa,l and damning claims of
South African Nliliterry Intalllgence's involve"
ment with the rebels.

Paulo Oliveha, fonner MNR chief representa.
tive for Europe, defccted to the Frelimo Govern-
lnenf about two wer:ks ago and l{ozambigue's
own in te l l igcnce serv ices are now study ing
doircns of documerrts he is al leged to have
brought, with him.

A.t a packed pre.ss conference herc this weelt,
attenr.led hy local anrtr foreign journallsts, Mr Olt..
velra lelated bizarrrr incidents of nolltlcal in.
trigue and rirurder involrring the Soirth Afriean,
Portuguerre and West German secret service$,
contacts with Americun and Frcnch top level
politicians ri,nd in-figlrting between rivai MNR
factions end ioreign secret gelvices for irifluenee
and control of l.he organisation.

Mr Ollvclra, who llved in Solrth Afrlca until
198t when the )\komati Accord lorced hinr to
leave for i,ortugul where he becarne the move-
men['$ chief Eurolreen repre$entative until Au.
gust last 1'ear, aliegrrd:
I South /l,frican Milltory Intelllgence ls continu.
ing to support the MNR rebela in a clear viola-
!i9n of ttre tlkoniatl Accord signed witir Mozirrn.
bique in 198{.
t When President Salnora lVleehel dlrd in a
plane crash inside South Africn in tgBS, $outh
Africa told the liINIl otfiees iu Llsbon td be on
standby because tho ltllilt rnight irave to claim
resposlbility for downing the lrlane. Later thc.v
werc told not to worry about the nratter.
I The South r\fricars were behind the murder in
Pretorja in 1933 of the MNR Secretary General,
It{r Orlanrlo C'lristir\a, "becauge he ho longer
served the purposes of South Alrican Militarvln-
telligcncr:". Thc rnurder of Mr Cristina iu pre-
toria at the tirrrc vrrhen Maputo :rnd Pretoria lrad
started negotiatious that ldd to l:he Nkomati Ac-
cord rvas ccnfirmr:d hy South Afitca but mystery
r"lill surrounds his dcath.
ll Soutlr Africarr Military Intelligence was also
aware of the plarrs that led to the nrurder ln l9B3
by the MNR of Adriano Bomba, a Mozarr:bican
jet fighter pilst rvho defected to $orrth Africa irr
Iris MiG-l? plane In lgi]l alrd who had been en"
couraged to take a stald agalnst tl'.istina.
I South African Military Intellil;ence murdered
lvlr Bomba's brother Boaventur.r" who had been
promised he would l,eplace Crirtina as secretary
6eneral.

|l South Africa could also tc behlnrl the recent
mysterious rleat;h in Malawi of a top level MNR
olflcial, Matew; [opes, who belonged to Mr OII-
veira's faction and who opSrocod the gtrlct ftiuth
African control of the organlnatlon,
I A South Atricen rrmy offlcer whorn he de-
cribed ss "a hrigrdlgyl'gevo "green.llglrt" for tl'.e
IdNR guerillas to stsrt stt&cb lnrlde Zirnbeb're.
These have been lncre$ing rlncu lut year.
I The South Afr{can mllltlry sabotrged tbe lg8{
peace tellr !-u Pretorlo bctwem the MNR and the
Itlozarnblcaa Government whlch had lreen me-
diated by S<'ut[ Afrlca's Crapartm,enl of Foreign
Affalr,c. They ordeied MNR's president Afonro
Dhlakama to pull out rrf eE streement signed
under tho ausplces of Foreigo. Mlnlster I'lk
Botha.

Whcn lUr Ollvelra's defeetion was announced
earlier this week the MNR trled to reduce the
impact of hls slctesreut by eaylng that the move-
ment alway's suspected he wat an agent of the
Mozambicans arrd that he certainly would allege
South Afrir:an cr.'ntrol of the MNR.

Thi'3 week zn SADF spnkerman said Mr OU-
veira's stafcrnent wa* part of a propagnnda cam.

palga lnvolvtng the Mozetnbique rcvtt ag€ncy'
AIM.

Mr'Oilvclm ratd ln Jrnurry this yeeir tho head
of ttrelMNR's rearearch dephrtment and one of
the r;ebel,r loadcrl, Mr Evo Fernandrn, had en'
tere,l Mozgitrblque from gruth Africa ln a South
Afrlcan Air Fofce DC.3. On hls way out he had
been accompannied by Artur da Fonseca, the
Wett, Germiny-based lvlNR's foreign relations
secretary.

tle named Brigadler Chprles van Nlekerk, a
Brtgadier van Toider and i Colonel Grobblel as
officera who deslt with the MNR.

A military intelligencc officer nqmed Du Preez
'had operatdd inside lvtozarnbiqua wlth the MNR
last ycar after croasing into ihe north'western
province of Tete front Dlalawi.

A telephone and communicatlons centre wlth
the MNR contlnued to operate in the Phalaborwa
alea and he believed a MNR militrry base was
still opcratinfi there.

Loglstics and trainlng support for the MNR
had been given by South Africa's ?th Infantry
Regiment and from the 5th Reconnaiggance Pregi-
ment whtch he rieferred to as "Five Recce".

Brigadler Vnn Niekerk lrad been in Lisbon last
year to help setting ui, communlcations crluit -
ment in Mr Oliveira's honre.

Mr Oliveila said Mr Evo l"elnand,as had strong
links with a top figure bf Werqt Cermany's secret
services, Lhe Departmcnt or the Defence of the
Constitution (PND). He named him as "Wolf-
gang" saying h0 was "No 3 in the organlsatlon".

"Wolfgang is the godfather of one ol lvlr Fei-
ttandes children," sa.id Mr Ollveira. Mr Fer-
nandes was thc nran South Africa most trusted
within the MtlR.

I'he Portuguese mltitary lntelligence servlceJ,
DINFO, had elso had contrcts with the MNR and
at one stage had sent medicines and books to a
post box numher in Phalaborwa.

The Portugluese armed forces chlef of staff,
General Lemos Ferreira. wss awarc of thes€
contB,cts.

Hc sald fightlng between dlfferent factions of
the illNR, which had resulted in his dlqmlsssl was
a result of the "Washlngton-Parls arlc" trying to
bresk the South African control of the MNR.

The United $tates had been trying "to have a
word to say rrver the controt of the MNR" but
this had been blocked by Pretoria.

Amerlcsn pre$ures had generated contredic-
tio:rs lnside the MNP,. he sald.


