MOAMBA (\\Iozambique)
—  Seventeen people
were killed and 32 were
injured in a bandt at-
tack on a town beiween
the capital and the South
African border, the natio-

nal news agency, AIM.
reperted yesterday.
The report caid a four-

monthi-old baby, alveady or-
phaned in a Februay 2 at-
tack on a passenger train,
su-vived for eiziit hours in tile
hospital despite smoke and
fume; from the beds and
cther materiai that had heen
set vn fire in th. Saturday
nizht attack on Mcamba.
The news agencyv said 500
raiders, which it idendifled as
MNR buand’'ts, at'acked the
town from three sides. Moa-
mba is about 50 km north-

west of Maputo and 25 km
east of the South Atican

border.

AIM quoted a nurse, Cde
Luis Matsole, as saymy, “the
group that came in from the
south was singing while the
other two groups entired si- |
lently. 1 think that mo.t of |
the attackers were in Lhe seé-
cond twa groups, and that the
task of the other was to dis- @
tract the attention of our de-
fence forces”.

The news agency said three
handits were killed ard a
witchdoctor-guide was taken
prisoner in the fizhtiny with
the local defence uni's. but
gave no casualty figure for
the town forces.

The news agency said the
bandits looted the local hospi-
tal, tvo shops and three
homes, which thev then set
on fire, and also blew up five
trucks. — Ziana-AP.




