Atrocities take toll of

Mozamb

THOUSANDS of children
die in Mozambique every
year ag g result of South
Africa’s support for the
Renamgo banaits.

Antonio Salamao is
only 13 yearg old, but has
already been a witness to
atrocities by: the MNR.

He is bne of more than

cor to reports from
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Mozambique, have been

a result of the banditry.
Last year 20 MNR bar-
dits attacked hig home in
the Tete province in
western Mozambique,
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ozambique -and Ang-
ola are estimated to be

show that about
875 cmldren out o 1000
live births, will never
reach the age of five be-
cause of the war.
. In 1986 alone more
than 1:hl‘-toooo ﬂchll(‘l’ren
under age of five died
form wer — and destabili-
sation-related causes and
over the period 1980-1986
the total number
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ANTONIO'SALAMAO (left) and Edwardo Bernardo have both been
wunesses to MNR atrocities in Tete province in Mozambique. Anto-
nio’s three young brothers were slaughtered by the bandits last year.
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“I met mothers and
children, who came from
Gorongou. without any-
thing to cover their
bodies. Some children had
been shot when sitting on
g:‘ilr mothers' backs,” he

gat

by the MNR. The local
people have to battle over
the food with the bandits.

side the town of Beira
‘“The consequence f{s
that many children be-
come Beparated from
their parents and the
never be
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More than 350000
people, many of them chil-
dren, are estimated to
have fled Momnblq\::lto
neighbouring  countries
Zimbabwe hag received
some 45 000 pince 1960.

Edwardo Bernardo is
3yeauold. I-Ieeameto

River Brm in 1983.
after the bandits had kii-
l'le‘gtpeople in his viiiage In

“The ‘banditos arm-
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Africa’'s  de-
atabmsaﬁn)n has affected
the Mozambican children
in other ways t00. 8ince
independence in 19756 up

had
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to 1985, 40 percent of the
country’s primany schools
were destroyed or aban-
doned.

Aocarding to the Uni-
report, this means
that more than 300000
primary-school pupfls will
be without education. It
hag had -devastating ef.
fects on the country, -in
which more than 70 per-
cent of the populagion is
filiterate.

Adoqunte 8y of
health care for
dren has become & prob-
lem. The report nyt
contren (43 pememat “of
centreg percent
the total) have been de-
gtroyed since 1082, As @
result over two million
people had, by 1985, been
deprived of access
health care and hundredu

of medical el had
been wounded or
maimed”,
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