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Revenues shrink, but Mozambique
spends 527o of its budget on war
Contilucd frora page Bl

haard Írom her husband or her
three other children. She doesn't
know ií they are alive or dead.

For four months she has livcd in
a crowded reíugec transit caÍÌrp
waitins to be totd it is saÍe to re
turn h ime:  wai t ing Íor  Mozam.
bioue's war to end.

For l0 years Mozambique has
' heen torn apart by an uqly war of'  

s l t r i t ion rvh ich has le Í t  300.000
people c lead.  1.5 mi l l ion homeiess
and now threatens 4 million uthers

ïi!!.s_t-alv1tl9-t
The country's economy is shat'

t e r e d ;  i t s  c u r r e n c y  i s  a l m o s t
worthless; its lndustries crippled.

Wracked by v io lence,  misery
rnd poverty, Mozambique has be
come one huge battleÍield where
horror. death and deprivation are
commonplace.

The country's Marxist Sovern'
ment, Frelimo (tàe lUozambique
Liberation Front), controls only an
archipelago oÍ cities, toÌvns and
rural villages.

R i g h t - w i n g ,  a n t i - g o v e m m e n t
rebels of the Mozambioue National
Resis tance (MNR or  Renâmo)
claim to control 50 per cent oÍ the
rural areas.

No-men'r lrnd

The remainder oí thc country is
a violently disputed noman's land
filled with abandoned and destroy.
ed villages, wandering reÍugees
and conÍlict.

ln Nicuadala's reÍugee transit
camp, in the very heart of central
I\Íozambique, the war shows all its
ugly sears.

The ragged, paved, but badly
pot-holed road entering the to\vn is
guarded by soldiers, armed u'ith
..\K-47 automãtic riíles, n'ho stand
guard behind â s ingle s t rand oí
rope stretched across the highway.

ln the dusty to$Ì squaÍe, chil-
d r e n  í r o m  s e v e n  a r e a  r e Í u g e e
camps. which house almost 20,000
people,  p Ìay quiet ly  in  the d i r t ,
waiting, with bloated bellies, íor a
large white volvo truck, donated
b1r the Canadian Sovernmenl. to
unload emergency Íood supplies,
donated by the United States.

Under the shade oÍ the souare!
huge acacia tree, adults blür! out
tales oÍ torture and despair.

Three men ând two rvomen sol-
emnlv s ' ,and in  a l ine;  turn around
and d isp lay h ideous jâgged scars
aìong lhe sides and back oÍ their
heads and necks.

Each individual has at least two,
and in  some cases Íour ,  o Í  the
wounds.

"The bandits (lì{NR rebels) hit us
wilì machetes," expÌains one oÍ the
men,  Castro Janquar io,  25.

On Dec. 28. a band oÍ anti-gov-
ernment rebels stormed the small
rura l  v i l lage oÍ  A l to  I t Ío locue just
âs the res idenb rvere prepar ing to
go to mass at the local Catholic
church.

" l t  was l0  o 'c lock and they i ied
us up and asked ií rve were not sol-
d iers, "  Janquar io says,  point ing t0
two other  men in  the i r  le te 20s or
ear ly  30s.  " \ rye were l0  persons In
âl l ,  wi th  Íour  Í i r ls  oÍ  I l .  Tì ro of  thc
gl r l3  d led ln  ihr t  p l rce.  They ( the
rebcÌs)  so id you wl l l  d le  tod!y,  r l l
o í  vou."

The rebels tic{ their hostages up,
íorced them to kneel  and then
tr ied to behead them wi th ma.
chetes.

But the jungle knives weren't
sharp enough to do the job and
âÍter taking sel'eral swipes at each
oÍ their victims, the rebels simply
leÍt them íor dead.

According to Janquario, two oí
the l { -year .o ld g i r ls  were thÊn
thrown into a nearby hut. which
was set on ííre.

Several other buildinss in the vil-
lage rvere torched before the rebels
l e í t .  d i s a p p e a r i n g  ! n t o  t h e  s u r -
rounding,  drouqht .narched,  :horn '
bush countr l 's Ìoe.

Paulino Fernando, 18, strips oíf
his shirt to display a puckered scar
i m m e d i a t e l y  b e l o w  h i s  r i g h t
breasl just inches Írom hÍs heart.
His back is covered with the ugly
welts oí a bullet exit wound.

In February tÀis year. armed
men raÍded hís parents' íarm in
the Namarroi dístrict oÍ Zambezia.
just as he was r'ashÍng íor break.
fast.

He was tied up by the "bandits"
and Íorced, along rvith other kid-
nap v ic t ims,  to  march in to the
bush. Along the w3y, the soldiers
deeided they didn't need Fernan-
do, so they made him kneel down
and shot him through the chest.

A school teacher from the same
area, Martinho Bizueque, 24, in-
s i s t s  F e r n a n d o  r v a s  l e í t  l y i n g
unconscious and u'ounded ìn tie
bush Íor three davs beíore he was
íound and rushed to hospital.

The raiders, he says. were t0 sol-
d iers.  armrd wi th r i f les and a
bazooka. They were guided to the
village by one of his Íormer stu-
dents, the l3-year-old son oÍ a local
resident. The student, who only
çeeks earlier had íailed his exams,
led the rebel soldiers on a houseto-
h o u s e  s e a r c h  Í o r  g o v e r n m e n t
school teachers.

Bizueoue and the other teachers
fled, so the attackers settled for
burn ing severa l  bu i ld ings and k id-
napping 35 people.

'Armcd benditr'
Similar stories are reoeated by

írightened refugees in e'mergency
aid camps all over il lozambique. ln
most cases the attâckers are sim-
ply reíered to as "armed bandits"
( "bandidos armandos") .

Sometimes they are described as
uni Íormed.  heavi lv  armed sold iers
who speak Âfr icán d ia leets com-
mon to t r ibes that  l ive a long the
l\Íalawi border to the $'cst.

O í t e n ,  t h e y  a r e  d e p i c t e d  a s
s c r u Í Í y  m e n  i n  d i r t y  c i v i l i a n
c lothes,  who terror ize v i l lagers by
b r a n d i s h i n g  A K - 4 7  r i Í l e s  t h a t
apparent ly  don' t  have any ammu-
ni t ion.  s ince the â l tackers Í re-
quently use only knives, machetes
or  c lubs to k i l l  the i r  v ic t ims.

But in all cases the "bandits" tac.
tics are the same - to destrov. to
terrorize, to rob and then to nó.

" l t ' s  t h e  s a m e  s t o r y  e v e r v -
where,"  says Canadian íõre ign aíd
worker Greg Keast, a 2S-year.old
water  resources enEineer  í rom
Sudbury who works Íõr CUSO on a
United Nations-sponsored water-
well development project in the
southern prov ince of  Inhambane.

" lvhen thc bandi ts  come into t
to \ r 'n  or  v l l laSe the Í l rs t  th ing they
do ls  deEtroy an.vth lnS oÍ  va lue."  hc
says.  "They ' l l  burn schools ,  shoot
u p  e l e c t r i c  S e n e r a t o r s .  a t t a c k
hospi tâ ls ,  destroy heal th  c l in ics
even poison wells. We've had a lot
oÍ  exper ience wi th dead bodies

being put into weüs to pojson the
water zupply."

ln some cesês. the attacks are so
Ìack ing in  pol i t ica l  mot ivat ion the
vlctims don't know who ls respon-
sible íor the raids or why they
were attacked.

In most  cases,  however ,  any-
th ing and anyone connected wi th
Ì Íorambique's  IUarx is t  govern-
ment is the obvious tarqeL Teach-
ers.  nurses.  s tâte íarm suoerv isors.
government  enqlneers.  geoloqtss
and town adminls t rs tors are requ-
lar ly  k i l lcd.  k idnapperJ.  marmed or
. Iu t i la ted in  rebel  J t lJcks.

In addition, the raiders appear
bent on destroying or stopping any
government service in the coun-
tryside. To date, 2.058 or 3{ per
cent  of  Mozambiques pnmar l '
schools have been destroved in
rebel raids and nearly a quarter of
all the country's health c.linics havc
been demolished.

Fcerdiras
Health servlces have declined so

drastically that internatlonal ard
workers Íear uncontrolled diseases
wi l l  dec imate Mozambique's  rveak.
ened and rapidly growing refugee
popuJâtion.

The United Nations Children's
Fund U^-ICEF) estimates up to
hal Í  Mozambique's  rura l  popula.
tion may already have been turned
into nomadic refugees b1' the war.

Other U.N. agencies sa..- at least
400.000 l\lozambicans have íled to
neighbor ing countr ies to  escape
the war and 1.5 mi l l ion others have
been leÍt homeless inside the coun-
trj '.

No one,  however .  has a complete
or  accurate p ic ture oí  the problem.
s ince huge t racts  oí  l tozambiquc
are totally inaccessible because oÍ
the war.  Travel  in  the country  is
extremely restricted and risk.ï.

Rebels írequentl]" ambush cars
and trucks on the roads: they regu.
larly blow up brídges. have satro.
taged a l l  the major  ra i l rvavs and
oÍ ten p lant  landmines on any road
with a dirt suríâc.

Even Ìrlaputo, the capital. is not
saÍe.  Â year  ago,  MNR rebels  la id
landmines on ÀÍaputo 's  most  popu-
lar beach. which is oíten írequent-
ed by Soviet  mi l i tar .v  advisers.
Three people lost their legs.

L^ast  month,  a speciaÌ  a i r  serv ice
$'as introduced to connect l\Íaputo
n ì th  Ss 'az i land,  because recurr ing
rebel  ambushes made i t  too dan-
gerous to dr ive the 78 k i Ìometres
lo the S$'azi border.

Thc rcar has devastated \lozam-
bique's already shaky econorny.

Few cxportr
The country's ability to generate

expor ts  has a lmost  co l lapsed,  as
revenueproducing industries and
i n s t â l l a t i o n s "  s u c h  a s  r â i l w â y s ,
state Íarms,  mines and Íactor ies
have become pr ime targets íor
rebel attacks and sâbotaBe.

W h i l e  Ì t { a p u t o ' s  c a s h - s t a r v e d
government is íorced to spend 52
per  cent  oÍ  i ts  budget  Í ight ing the
MNR rebels ,  i ls  abi l i ty  to  generate
income has a lmost  dr ied up.

Ìríost mines in the country are
c losed or  have becn destroYed In
the war.  ln  Mort lze,  ln  Tete prov.
inca,  the government  ls  s i t t ing on â
$25 mi l l ion s tockpi le  oí  coal ,  u  hrch
can' t  be shjpped to market  because
rebels  have kept  the area 's  only
railway closed Íor tàree years.

In northern Zambezia provinee.
Sl4 mi l l ion worth oÍ  tea was rÈ
cently destroy.d when rebels in-
vaded the area at hervest time. In
Luabo. a town on tha banks oÍ the
Zambezi River, one oÍ the coun-
try's largest sugar mills has been
destroyed.

The valuc oí i\Íozambique's er-
ports has dropped from 3280 mil'
l ion in  1980 to onjy  379 mi l l ion last
vear .

Evidence oÍ  the countr , "s  dras-
t ic  r "conomic decÌ ine is  everr -
'.rhere.

ln  I Íaouto.  the bus:pst  Í r í : !o11 : ì
the cit]' is a Red Cross workshop
that  produces ar t i f ic ia l  l Ímbs Íor
war v ic t ims.  I \ lost  o ther  industr ia l
product ion has ground to a hal t
Í rom a lack oÍ  raw mater ia ls  or
spare part5.

Basic  Íood i tems in  l laputo are
r 3 t i o n e d .  U ' h a t  i s  a r a i l a b l e  i n
stores or  rnârkets is  e) iorb i tant l l '
expensive.  One k i loÂram cÍ  pora-
toes costs tìe average \lozarnbi-
can the equiva lent  oí  three days '
wagesi a pack oÍ cigarettes equals
tn'o da1's' *'ork.

Itaputo used to b€ a major tour-
i s t  r e s o r t  i n  Â í r i c a ,  a t t r a c t i n g
thousands oÍ fisitors a J-ear Ìr' jth
i ts  sandl '  beaches,  warm Indian
Ocean currenls, boulevard caÍes,
pratns and local beer.

Today.  the c i ty  is  l i t tered $ i th
o ld cars.  abãndoned due to a lack
oÍ sDare oarts and Íuel.

[ver) rvhere.  bui ld ings and q 'a l ls

a r e  c o v e r e d  \ r ' i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
s l o g a n s .  s o m e  o Í  r v h i c h  u r g e
Jlozambicans to "Take Par t  in  the
Slruggle Agr inst  the , l rmed Ban-
dits.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e o m m o n
s l o g a n s ,  h o u ' e v e r .  i s  f ' r e l i m o ' s
ra l l r ing cr \ ' :  " . \  Luta Cont inua"  -
"The 5t ruggle Cont inues."


