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SIX¢ missionary workers
and a 22-momth-old baby
who were released this
week after they were ab-
&ucted by MNR bandits

Mozambique three
months ago, flew into Ha-
rare yesterday. .

The seven abductees
were kidnapped by an
MNR gang on May 13, at
a hospital they wers
operating, mnear the
Mozambican central town
of Gondola, Nothing had
been heard from them
until they were released
on Tuesday at the border
town of Nsanje in Malawli,

The kidnap victims
were: American volunteer
nurse with Youth With A
Mission, Ms Kindra Lyn-
etto Bryan (28); Austra-
llan Mr Roy Willlam
Perkins (36) and hilg Z)-
mbabwean wife, Patricia
Anne (33), both working
for Mission to Mozam-
bique; Mr Philip John
Cooper, his wife Victoria
Mary and their 22-month-
old baby, Abigail, all Zi-
mbabweans, and 2 Zimba-
bwean nurse, Ms Jcan
Catherine Goodmen.

In a joint statement
released in the office of
the Minister of State
{Security) Cde Emmerson
Munangagwa, Yyesterday
afternoon, the victims
said: “We would like to
express our appreciation
to the governments of
Malawi, Mozambique, Zi-
mbabwe and the United
States of America for
their assistance in secur-
ing our release and re-
patriation to Zimbabwe."”

They said they were
well treated during their
98 days of captivity and
were provided with their
needs ‘‘as far as they
(MNR) were able, but
often wes did without
things such as soap, tea,
coffee, sugar and sait”,

Much of their time was
spent either waiting in
camps or moving from
base to base, mostly at
night,

“We were told that this
was to protect ug from
the view of the local
population.”

They said they were not
told anything of thejr des-
tiny or release but were
constantly told that ne-
gotiations were under way
for their release.

They were, however,
never forced to make any
political statements and
werg occasionally tolg uf
MNR's policies and inten-
tions. The abductees in
turn told the bandits that
they were non-political

and were only- in that
country for Christianity
Purposes and to help with
food aild programmes.

The long walks strain.
ed their legs and feet and
at times they walked for
up to 15 hours.

“When any of us be-
came too weary, stretch-
ers were made available
to carry us.”

On Tuesday morning
they were sent across the
border to Malawi where
they were received by the
Amerijcan Charge d'Af-
raires from Lilongwe and
after consultations were
made between the vanovus
governments involved it
wags agreed they would be
freed and choose their
own destinations.

Relatives of the kid-
nap victims and officials
from respective diploma-
tic missions waited at the
Harare International Air-
port with flowers to wel-
come them.

Cde Munangagwa has
told representatives of the
Australian and United.
States diplomatic mis-
siong in Harare that his
intention in having them
brought from the airport
to his office was to wel-
come them back and not,
as the US Ambassador
had suggested, to arrest
them.

He said he had been
unable to be at the air-
port when they arrived
because of the crucial
Constitutional . Amend-
ment Bl which neces-
sitated his presence in
Parliament.

The six missionaries
would not say anything
to the Press, except tc
expiain they wanted to
get settled back Inte
normal life and did not
wish to be pressed to say
any more than they had
done in their joint state-
ment, which was prepar-
ed by them in Malawi,

They were clearly
anxious to get back tc
their families, “Wg Jjust
look forward to aeeing
our children.. We left twe
vehind in Zimbebwe,” one
of the women told Cde
Munangagwa,

The minister gave 22-
month-old Abigail Cooper,
who was kidnapped with
her New Zealand - torm
mother, Victoria Cooper,
a Zimbabwean mational, a
pair of wooden candle-
sticks she had taken a
fancy to and been playing
with.in hig office.

The minister eaid the
Government would be
happy to render the mis-
gionaries any material as-
sistance they required.

He said he wes pleased
that Zimbabwe’'s joint ef.
forts with the govetn-
mants of the TUnited
States, Australia and Ma-
lawi had been able to
secure the release of the
five Zimbabwean ha- -
tionals and Mr Roy Per-
king and Ms Kindra Bry-
an, nationais of Australia
anAd the United States re-
specdvely. Ziana-
Herald Renorter.



