By 'l‘ommy Sithole
WHEN the MNR terror-
ists blew up machinery
anG a number of vehicles
at Katiyo Tea Estate on
July 25, the impressiom
they ga.ve wag that thay
were carrying out their
threat to take the war
across the border into
Zin'l“ult;&bwe

at  impression is
false, The MNR did blow
uwp machinery and
torched a numbey of cars.
And typical of them, they
went c<n  to terrorise
families.

But the main purpose
of their raid eppears to
have been to loot. They
took shirtg and biscuits,
sand/wichee from the club,
trousers from a nearby
tiouse, sweets from a
bottlea.ndetdedﬂnks

this is typlcal of

h Two years ago
when their Gorongoza
bush headquarterg were
by Zimbabwean

%‘1;1 Mozambican forces
big'gect mrpﬂse was_

" the junk found in the

camyp.

The mystery was sol-
ved by captured MNR
terrarista who said they
ware under striet in-
structions to
bring something,

succees in an operation.

villagors
their worthless pots and
pans or cups and basins.
The Gorongoza mountain-
side was, littered with
rolls of rusty barb-
ed wire, piles of coins,
unserviceable trucks, doz-
ens of broken bicycles and
motorbikes, chairs, beds,
machlnery, sewing mach-
ines sand’ many
things that any sensible
hushfighter would never
want near him.

But 'cne thing is also
remarkahle of the MNR.
They are not known for
their bravery in attacking
armed people. At Katiyo,
the situation was the
same, Thero were no

X,
al-ways:o'
back, o prove thelr A

other

5.

iy

- Cde Didymus Mutasa

armed guarda. The estate
is right om the border
with Mozambique, & bor-
der marked only by a
river. .

All thig worked w the

MNR's cowardly advan-
tage. Their intelligence
must have been provided
by the many workers
who cross the border to
pick tea at the three
estates strung along thu
border,

There ia virtuauy no
way the authorities could
control the movement of
such people. Most have
families spanming the
horder, have Zfmbabwean
identity cardg ang know
both sides of the border
very well.

Today the communities
in the area have already
shrugged off the deafen-
Ing explosiong of the
night of the 25th and
opened a new chapber in
their life, their confidence
having been restored by
the presence of the Zim-
babwe _National Army
units and the militia who
liave taken up positions
n '11:‘11:10 area, ¢ th

e Speaker o e
House of Assembly, Cde
Didymus Mutasa, who

visiteq the estate last
weekend condemned the

MNR for being used by
the South African apart-
heid reginme,

“It shows the c<m-

ptiness of their mind.
And you expect the MNRR
to govern a country, How
do they ever t;};inl‘:’h of
a couny en
{l\::;mgcan"t think
themmoselvesg ?"'’
Speaker gsked.

Cde Marjtama allso. sfo
of the neeq for the local
politicians to sensitise the
people so that they
understood and ap-
prociated the fact that
the situation was not
very stable across the
border.

“’The militia need to be
galvanised so that some
of it can help the army
much more than it did
when tha MNR attacked
Katiyo,” the Speaker
added.

- Operations at Katlyo
itself have not been af-
fected by the attack. The

estata  manager, Cde
Aaron Mhazo, sald the at-
tack occurreq at ¢ time
when  machinery was
being gerviced.

The little green leaf
that is picked at this
tima has been processed

for Katiyo by other
estates. The damaged
equipment is already

baing replacegq and some
may have to be imported
from India.

Cde Mhazo could not
say exactly when he ex-
pected to ‘be back in pro-
ductfon Dbut said the
estata would require its
machinery back in full -
operation by November
ag the other estates
would themselveg be pro-
cessing their own greon
lear and woul@ not be
oble to do Katiyo's.

“It is highly unlikely
that we will not be back
in full production by
then,” he gaid, an opinion
shared by hig general
‘manager, Cde Liberty
Mhlanga, in Harare




