Border security

) LONDON.

HE Prime Minister, Cde Mu-
rabe, said here yesterday that
‘e security situation on the Zi-
nbabwe-Mozambique border had
astly improved and the South
\frican-backed Renamo - MNR
»andits that had last month kid-
:apped and murdered innocent
iviliang in the area were “now
n the run”,

He was updating embassy
taff and inviteqd guests about
he social, economic and political
2velopments in Zimbabwe at a
eception hosted by Zimbabwe’'s
ligh 7~ ~mmissioner %o Britain,

i B ert Murerwsa, at the
figh Commission yesterday
vening,

Cde Mugabe said Zimbabwe
Jational Army soldiers were
aaintaining a high level of
igilay  angd gtepped up patrols
mn the .order after a group of

armed MNR bandits kidnapped
and murdered 11 people in the
Rushinga district.

“The situation is now much
better because the area is seal-
ed off. We have mobilised forces
in that area of Tete,” said Cde
Mugahbe.

“Obviously Renamo cannot
win the war anymore, Now they
are on the run and on the run
all the time. The situation which
we dreaded would worsen, we
now do not regard as that
threatening.”

Cde Mugabe said there was
now *“high morale” among the
Frelimo soldiergs who were now
being assisted by units of the
Tanzanian and Zimbabwe armies.

Earlier the Prime Minister
told guests that Zimbabwe was
better off with educated un-
employed people than {lliterate
jobless citizens. “QOur belief is
that every child must have O-

levelsasJaur;Snm requirement

and this we are attaining,” said
Cde Mugabe. “Perhaps we will
be the first to achieve this level
of education in the whole of
Africa.”

The Prime Minister noted
that while it wag commendable
for Zimbabwe to achieve this
level of education for its citi-
zens, that feat was not without
its problems as Bsome ‘critics
would question the wisdom of
educating a person hut not
guaranteeing him s job.

“But I will say that we are
better off with educated un-~
employed than {lliterate wun-
employed,” he sald. An educat-
ed person, he sald, was in g bet-
ter position even where he was
unemployed to be self-employed
angd self-reliant.

On Zimbabwe's foreign
policy stand, the Prime Minis-

‘much better’

ter said while the country was
friends with the West and
friends with the East, it re-
served its right to criticise in
areas that were at tangent with
its Qdeclared principles.

He said Zimbabwe had critie
cised the Soviet Union over its
troop involvement in Afghanis-
tan and the United States over
its support of Contra bandits in
Nicaragua and Unita in Angola.

He said Zimbabwe had there-
fore courted the disfavour of
the Uniteq States because of its
outspoken stance and had aid
virtually cut by the Reagan
administration.

‘Bt we have said we do
not need their aid,” he sald, “Wa
are proud to be sovereign,
though not mightv but truly
faithful to the princinle of being
the makers of our destiny.”

Cde Mugsabe ieaves for home
today. — Ziana.





