
In MoHnibiqo"o a Differenr Struggle

By Alexandcr Sloop thar rhc rebcls' struggle is simply an
llnitcd press Intenotiual cxteDsion of South Africa's battle
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cNn war. 
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and end his suppon for anti-apart-

Uique }i"tiooJR;ir;.. "^".X' beid African National.Congreis in-
tntwn uf irs-actlnvili-;# *rgetrtt th-an to paralyze Mozam-
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cofiununism

ThcL fitht is unlike the conti- - Sou$ {rica and the guerrillas
trcnt's many'liberation strur.dcs.' d€ny the charg6.
tribal-bas€d civil wars and 6rdir - But oD this day Mr. Dhlakama
clashcs ovcr territory. . : 30, therebelgroup's"presidentand

Despite growin! Soviet-bloc sup-reme cornmander," a.od his men
support for President Samora Ma- had otier worries.
chcl\ Marxisr- regrmc, the rebels Thcy were nor expecting to hear
trave advanccd rapidly north atrd a train as they marched toward the
south during 9. p"rr two years Trans-Zambezia paily6xd tinking
from traditional strongholds ii the hhrerland Matawi ro Beira, Md
ccntcr. zambique.s second largest port.

Independent sources confirm Sabotaee had put the ra]lroad'our
tbat thc rebels are operating in ninc of actjon for aimost two months.
of Mozambiquc's l0 privinccs, As the guerrilla columr climbed
P.l:,:I"t 

!o stnle et the counrr.ly's from a gu-lly, tbe train was rlmo,sr
v[al ransportatron nelwork. - upon it,-advalcing slowly toward

Tbe figliting affects tbe wbole of nfi; 
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8ffiies ( I 30 kitome_
soutbern Africa- ters) southeast.

Most states in the region charge iir.-6hil;" and his khrki-

Anti-Marxist Rehels' Gahts Fat W AA of burlrcrn Afri"
clad men, who had been on a sabo
tage. mission. sprinted loward the
Lrack-

_^The guerrillas, numbering about
70, blasted away with AK4J rifles.
two 60mm mortars, two light ma-
chinc guns and a bazooka. itt Soui-
ct-bloc or Chinese made.

.  The_15-carr iage f re ight  t ra in
ha.lled lnstantl), and troops rn ar_
mored freight cars returned fue
w$ he€-ry machine guns. monars
ano small arrns.

For nearly two hours, tbe our-
mrynd, ou-tgunned guemllas lcpt
up rntensc fire.

Then, worried about sMnkinr
ammunition supplies and the possi-
bili-tv thar a spoiier plane migfit call
in MiG-17 jcr fightlrs stationed ar
llera Mr. Dhlakama ordered a
quick assault and the burninc of
tbe locomotive.

Thcn the guerrillas rithdrew.
carrying captured weapons - two
machue guns and three AK47 ri_
flcs - and the corpses of tber two
dead.

They also carried tbree wound-
od,.includi-ng John-oy K upenga. the
reponal commarder. Two visitinr
southcrn regional commanderi
were wounded but walkinc.

Thrf days and 25 B'lisrering
miles later, at his c€ntrai base be]
low thc towerhg Sena da Goron-
gosa mountains, Mr. Dhlakama
read an inlercepted governmenl ra-
oro messace.

^ It sard 2i soldiers. including two
Cuba-o gunners. had died and-there
were _"many wounded, ilcluding
the *'ivcs of some officers."

. That niglrt there was dancing at
the base and chanting: ,.Down 

fr$
Machcl! Down with communism!
long live the revolution!',

Mr. Dhlakama, eldest son of a
tribal qlief, ignored thc killings at
the ambush. But he was ecstaiic at
having captured a Chinese machine
gun. His rocurring excitement at
news of captured weapons under-
liled the rebels' complar,nt that
"our Wcstem friends give us so
little."

He claims two-fifths of the coun-
try as'lib€rat€d arers" and anoth-
91 1q',o-fifths as op€rational zones.
But he said onjy 11,000 of his l
15,000 men were armed.

All his few heara weaDons and I
45 perccnt of his-light'weapons i
were captured. he said. I
- At a boor camp a day's march to I

the north, a commander said re- i
cruits never fired more than 30
rounds rl training before gorng
rnto combat.

At the central base, men and
women nurses extracted bullets
from tbe wounded s.ithour anes-
thetics i-n a cane-and-thatcb operat- |
ing theater. I

Food was plentifu.l for the 300i
guerrillas at tbe base. Rebel ma- r
chaqbas, or farms, provide ricc,'
pr8hurn vegetables and fruit. A .
huntmg camp in the Gorongosa
game res€ne supplies fresh or d-ried
meat.

On one farm, 39 captured gov-
ernment soldiers woiked urider
loose guard. One, Ljeutenant Anto_
nio Masungo. ah intellisenc€ offi_
gr.ryd he had been cap-rured onJy
19 *ilo norrh of Mapuio, Mozam_
0rque-s capini. showing the scale of
guemlla oDeratioDs.

Hardly a aay passea uithout So-
v r e t - b u i l t  A n t o n o v  t r a n s p o r t
planes droning overhead, causLng
Mr. Dhlakama to proclaim thi
need for ground-to-air missiles. I

His forces have cut so many
roads and railroads - onlv one oi
tbe five international lines-still l ies
outside striking disrancc - thar
Antonovs fly everything from corn
lo ca.nnons from coasta.l cities to
the interior.

They also ferry thousands of un-
emplgyed and "marginal" people
expellod from cities io "re-edui:a-
tion camps" and slate-run ..com-

munal villagcs."

Early this year, Zimbabwe im-
posed severe fucl rationing for a
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A Mozambican anti-Marxist guerrilla teacbes recruits how to loail a grene& leuncher.

month after saboteurs scvered its Portugucsc settlers lcft and thc communicationsandairdrops-for
oil pipeline to Beir4 the third sabo economy crumblcd. thc guerrillar.
tage in.a.year..Mr. Dhla!.ama said Mr. Machel backcd .insurgeats South African Air Force piloU
be would conglug cutting it 'until 

fighting the white -minoriq g_g;.T- usc un-arfJ ft*E to-p*r'"nut
Zimbabwe withdraws its troops m-ens In South Alrica ani 

-Rhode- 
supplics to G guerriU-it'h"-*id-

from Mozqmbiquc." sia. n1ou9!r1e glt 
1i_sryt.r., . Mr. Dhlak;; .";i;;;;

_.Sgu.I"l thousand troops from and the birth of his own guerrillr pg a mble, deniua "ioy'fdfr" t"
Zimbabwe and renzads plus sev- opposition. So:uth Afriia- Hc saia 6e urgerca
eral hundred Cubans and East Gsf- The white authorities of Rhode- Mozambiquc's tr*rpon ,frt.r
mans have bolstered President Ma- sia created Mr. DhtalgmCs Mo- aad took ioreigr t*ti"iar"i l*.
chel's forces during the last two zambi<luc National Resistancc in tage simply bdfouse .no guerrilla
yeilrs. lgGZ during its own guerrila mvetcnt-has erer seizoi po.q

Mr. Machel, 50, camc to power war. withoot first batrering its en&y rc
at independenc€ in l9?5 afte; lead- It became a serious threat to Mr. ils cconomic knecs'-
tng his Mozambique Uberarion Machcl onJy after UN-supcrvised In tbc past 20 monrh\ the glcr-
Front, kaown as Frelimo, through elections in 1980 led Rhodesia to rillas havc seized 50 Wesr Euiopa
a l0-ycar ilsurgency against Portu- black majority rutc as Zimbabwg an and Sovict-bloc civilian tcctrni-
guese colonia.l rulc. and Rcnamo's headquarters staff cia$. Tbc 20 Westerncrs werc

He quickly turned FrJlmo irto a left hurriedly for Soutb Africa- gven^tyal! -released uoconditiond-
Maniit-t-cninist party and Mo One Europeaa diplomat ssid ly. 

Six Bulgarian engincen wcre
zambique into a one-party statc. outsidc Mozambique tbat the gucr- rteco Dy govemmeot tloops.

Nationalization of land and rillas were "almost completely" dc On Aug. 21, tbe guerrilIas killed
businesses, the gathering of peas- pendent on South Africa for cxtcr- two S6vie1 mining tie&nicians snd
ants into "communal viJlages," and nal support. capturcd 24 otben - who are still
a state mooopoly on education fol- He said a hiSbly secret frontier in captivity - in an attecl on e
lowed. wars section ia Pretoria coordinat- gem mine 280 rniles northcast of

About 90 percent of the 260,0ffi ed *spccid training supplics, radio Scrra da Gorongoer--


