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Frontline

troops, MNR

rebels

in skirmish
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OHANNESBURG. — A
kirmish between Zim.
abwean troops and anti-
‘relimo guerrillas in Mo-
ambique has underlined
he growing danger of
he rebels clashing with
he forces of several

frontline” states.

Though otherwise in.
onsequential, the shoo-
out appears to have
¢en the first acknowl-
dged contact between
he Mozambique Nation-
1 Resistance and troo
f a Mozambican ally
rawn into the conflict to
rotect its economic in-
rests.

When the three com-
anies ¢f Zimbabwean
oldiers were sent to Mo-
ambique in mid-Novem.
er they joined a force of
'‘anzanian troops, offi-
ially estimated at sever-
1 thousand, sent by
'resident Julius Nyerere
» reinforce the Frelimo
rees.

No evidence

Two other Mozambi.
can neighbours, Zambia
and Malawi, are believed
to have been asked by
President Samora Mi-
chael's Government to
send troops, though there
is no evidence yet that
any have arrived,

‘However, in a recent
radio broadcast an MNR
spokesinan claimed that
Zambian troops had al-
ready been deployed.

The skirmish in q‘ues»
tion took place on Friday
evening when guerrillas
launche? a mortar attack
on a Eumping station
about halfway along the
pipeline that carries

\’:\\\ﬁ3

most of Zimbabwe's fuel
supplies from Beira to
Mr%are (formerly Um-
tali).

Beaten off

Before they could do
any damage the at-
tackers were beaten off
by Zimbabwean troops
stationed at Maforga to

rotect the 288 km fuel
ifeline.

Though the possibility
of Zimbabwean military
involvement in the Mo-
zambican conflict has
been discussed for years,
the Prime Minister, Mr
Robert Mugabe, is be-
lieved to have been
forced into taking action
after the MNR blew up
the Maforga pipeline
Eumpini station on Octo-

er 11. At the same time,
the MNR kidnapﬁed
three Portuguese techni
cians and their families.

Released

The Portuguese were
later released, but main-
tenance workers refused
to go back to the pipeline
without protection.

The MNR radio station
Radio Free Africa (or the
Voice of the Hyena to
those on the recelving
end) has at least twice
warned that the move.
ment would attack Zim-
babwean targets if the
Mugabe Government
continued to provide
military support to Mo-
zambique,

Without the Mozambi.
can ports, landlocked
Zambia must rel{ on
South Africa ta help to
shift the huge “overflow”
from the inefficient Tan-
zam railway to Dar es
Salaam.



