
Mozambique:
The RNM's
lingering war
The "Mozambican National
Resistance," though contained
by FRELIMO, is kept act ive by
Pretoria. Paul Fauvet reports
from Maputo ilVrrr, il ,r" t,,lfl

year af ter  the loss of  i ts  main base
a t  S i t a t o n g a ,  t h e  " M o z a m b i q u e
Nat ional  Resistance" (Rt t t , , t )  cont inues
to  th rea ten  v i l l ages  and  commun-
icat ions in parts of  Manica and Sof-

' la  provinces.  l t  has inf i l t rated south of  the
iave r iver  and has a certa in presence in the
nor the rn  pa r t s  o f  Gaza  and  Inhambane
provtnces.

The extent  of  th is is  d i f f icul t  to est imate
since almost  nobody l ives there.  The RNÌra 's
tact ic  seems to be to t ry to establ ish di rect
over land contact  wi th South Afr ica.  Armed
groups  have  been  in te rcep ted  en te r ing
Mozambique at  Pafur i ,  an ar id area in
northern Gaza where the f ront iers of  South
A f r i ca ,  Z imbabwe and  Mozamb ique  a l l
meet.

The nNv is evident ly  wel l  armed, thanks
to the South Africans. It has proved able to
ambush military convoys in southern Sofala
on the main Maputo-Beira road - actions
wh ich  requ i re  ra the r  more  than  pea-
shooters. Nevertheless, it has not proved
able to threaten the road and rail l inks to
Zimbabwe and its activities are confined
to an area well south of the vital Beira-
Umtali l ine. It has also not been able to
revive the k ind of 'sabotage that  took pìace
inside Beira i tsel f  dur ine the Zimbabwe
war,

The main areas of  RNM operat ion remain
the two southernmost d ist r ic ts of  Manica
province,  Sussendenga and Mossur ize.  Ìn
Sussendenga the Mozambican army, the
FpLM,  has  now re -es tab l i shed  ove ra l l
m i l i t a ry  con t ro l  ( t hough  ambushes  and
a t tacks  on  v i l l ages  s t i l l  occu r ) ,  bu t  the
mountains of  Mossur ize remain infested by
the nNu and winkl ing them out  is  a d i f f icul t
t ask .

The most tempt ing target  in th is part  of
the  coun t ry  i s  the  power  l i ne  ca r ry ing
electricity from the gigantic Cabora Bassa
dam down to South Afr ica.  Five pylons in
Mossur ize were blown up in ear ly Apr i l  and
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g  t h e  s u P P l Y  o f
electricity had stil l not been resumed. Since
pylons are extremely easy to blow up and
since i t  is  qui te impossib le to put  a mi l i tary
gar r i son  on  eve ry  py lon ,  the re  a re
formidable problems in defending the l ine.
I t  is  unclear whether the RNM were to ld to
blow up the l ine by the South Afr icans ( in
order to g ive them an excuse for  breaking
the agreement under which South Afr ica
purchases Cabora Bassa power)  or  whether
th is was an independent in i t iat ive.

A key quest ion must be:  does the RNv
have any popular  support? Al though i t
cou ld  no t  ex i s t  w i thou t  Sou th  A f r i can
military support, the nrvpl is not purely and
simply a South Afr ican creat ion,  for  i t
d raws  a  ce r ta in  s t reng th  f  rom wha t
FRELtMo ca l l s  feuda l i sm -  f rom those
aspec ts  o f  t rad i t i ona l  soc ie ty  tha t  the
Mozambican revolution aims to destroy.

Thus in Mossurize and Sussendenga, the
RNt',t has relied heavily on the local regulos
(chiefs) and feiticeiros, a traditional animist
priesthood, frequently dominating the lives
of a superstit ious peasantry.

The  p rob lem fo r  the  Mozamb ican
Covernment is  that  i t  has never real ly
controÌled this part of the country at all and
FRELIMo has never had a chance to put
down roots here.  Southern Manica was
quite untouched by FRELIMo's war against
Portuguese colonialism and, as soon as the
border with Rhodesia was closed in March
1976, nine months after independence, the
area was subject to Rhodesian attacks and
inf i l t rat ion.

FRELIMO has never been able to address
the people of Mossurize. The nNv tries to
keep  i t  t ha t  wây ,  by  murder ing  o r

mutilating any FRELTMo officials they come
across and anyone who expresses support
for rne ltvo policies. They try to enforce a
comp le te  separa t ion  be tween  the  loca l
populat ion and the state t rading c i rcui ts.
Use of  sal t  or  sugar in cooking is  punished,
because  these  p roduc ts  can  on ly  be
obtained through government channels.  ( l t
is  interest ing to note that  the same tact ics
have been used in Angola by another South
A f r i c a n - b a c k e d  m o v e m e n t ,  J o n a s
Savimbi 's  uNrrR).

If there can be said to be any one focus
for  the current  f ight ing in Manica,  i t  is  the
"communal  v i l lages" -  FRELIMo's basic
mode l  fo r  ru ra l  o rgan isa t ion .  These
vi l lages,  and the pol i t ical  s t ructures they
contain,  can erode the t radi t ional  forms of
peasant society, break the power of regulos
and feiticeiros and, hence, remove the main
d o m e s t i c  p r o p s  f o r  t h e  R N M .  N o t
surpr is ingly,  the RNM tr ies to prevent the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o m m u n a l  v i l l a g e s .  I t
much  p re fe rs  a  d i spe rsed ,  po l i t i ca l l y
atomised peasantry.

As for  the internal  l i fe of  the RNM, th is is
di f f icul t  to assess.  The organisat ion s ince
the death in 1979 of  i ts  leader,  Matsangaiza,
has  been  led  by  a  deser te r  f rom the
Mozamb ican  a rmy ,  A fonso  Dh lacama.
Several  of  h is l ieutenants ( inc luding the
RNM's  log is t i cs  ch ie f ,  and  i t s  "po l i t i ca l
commissar")  defected short ly  af ter  the fa l l
of  Si tatonga and gave themselves up to the
FeLM. But their  s tory,  as to ld in interv iews
w i th  the  Mozamb ican  Press ,  has  to  be
treated wi th caut ion s ince they were c lear ly
t ry ing to minimise their  own involvement in
the movement.

Cer ta in l y  the  p i c tu re  they  p ro jec t  o f
themse lves  as  po l i t i ca l  i nnocen ts ,  t h rus t
unwill ingly into leading positions, is diff icult
to accept.  Nonetheless,  reading bgtween
the l ines of  their  s tory,  a few interest ing
detai ls  emerge.  I t  seems that  the RNv is rent
w i th  pe rsona l  an imos i t i es  and  tha t  th i s
group of  defectors t r ied to stage a coup
against  Dhlacama, and fa i led.  I t  was th is
fa i lure,  and the subsequent threat  to their
l ives,  that  led to their  desert ion,  rather than
any quest ion of  pol i t ical  pr incip le.  They
now denounce Dhlacama as an extremely
ambit ious and suspic ious indiv idual  and say
tha t  the  c l ima te  w i th in  the  movement ' s
leadership is  one of  mutual  d ist rust  o
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