
Top-level
move to

decide jet?s fnte
By Chrh vrn Garr
Prolorlr Buleau

Htgh.level negotiations
have been set in mo
t lon  be tween South
Afr ica rnd f , lozam,
bique to decrde what
chould happen to the
Moearnbique Air F orce
MtG 17 fighter.bornber
whieh wa$ foreed to
land at  t l re l toeclsprui t
Air  Foree bese in the
Iiastern Trantvanl l 'e{i.
terdal'.

1 'he  p i lo t ,  L ieu tenant
A d r i a n o  F r a n r r s c o
Bornba (23) .  rv i l l  be
"  l  o  r )  k  e ,d  a f te r "  bv
$r \AF '  persor rne l  un t i l
po l i t i ca l  and d ip lomat .
ie  r r rangenrents  a re  f i .
nal ised on his future.

Lleutens, i i ' ,  Bombl,
who nrade e  dar ing
low' level  exi t  f rom Mo-
r a m b i q u e  l n  h i r
R u s s i a n " b u i l t  p l r n e ,
was about 90 krn in.s ide
S o u t h  . { f r i r : a n  a i r
$psee when two Sr\AF
l\ t i rate Fl  supersonie
f  ighters f rom No I
Squadron interceptgd

hlm whlle he flcqr at
rbout 000 km/h,

They forced hirn to
l rnd  .s t  Hoedspr r r i t
base at t0.29 em,

Once on the grorrrrd
he told suthor i i les:  , , I
want pol i t ical  asylum. ' ,' 'We are not et  war
with Mozembir t r re,  a l .
though i t  l s  r  war ,p lane
q' i th n ' l r ich he trans.
gressed our  l io rder ,

1\ 'e u i l l  look af ter
h i n r  u n t i l  h i g h e r  r u ,
thor i t l '  dcc i t les  w i ra t  to
do t t ' i i , ,  h im. "  sa ic l  Br i "
gadier . ' \  . l  S " f ) r iL,s"
\ /an  der  I , i th ,  eh ie f  o f
s ta f f  in te l l igence,

; \ u t h o r i t l e s  w o u l d
Io t  a l low ques t ions  to
be f ru t  to  L ieu lenant
Bomba,

Tlrel' said he would
free a debriefing

I t la jor  Frans pr+
torlr$, . one of the pl,
lots who foreed doirn
the I l { iG 17, said at  f i rst
t t  a p p e a r e d  t h e
Itus.s ian.nrade l i : . " t .af t
could have had iggrr"-+.
a ive  in len t ions ,
.  .  "We broke in  beh ind
hhn and Captaln Hen,

n i c Louw, who rsw
him firs.f" flew to his
riglrt and waSgled hir
wing,s slgnall lng that
he should obey instrucr
tione to lantl.
. 

' ,The lt lozemblcrn pi.
lqt, in turn, waggl'ed
hrs wings, acknowledg.
i  n g the landing i i .
s t ruc t ion .

"Hoq' do you fee l?
Wel l .  you .  don ' t  se€  e
Russ ian  a i rc ra f t  jn
South  Af r i ca  a i r  . tp r rce
e v e r ) ' d a y , "  6 a i d  M a j o r
Pt 'e to r ius ,

'[!re r\f i( i was irrmed
with , t  37 mm eannon
rnd two ?3  mm.  csn ,
nons .

The ts7 inm cal tnon
w r s  t n o p e r a t r v e  h u t
the  f igh ter  car r ied  am.
muni t ion  fo r  a l l  the
weapons.

R r i g a d i e r  v ! n  d e r
Lr, h .caid tho two .pi.
lots had had to deetde
" f a i r l y  q u i e k l y "
s 'he thcr  to  shoot  down
or force down the Jet.

Because L ieu tanant
Bonrha had main ta tned
hls course end obel ,ed
lnstrur:t ions they de.

cldcd ho hrd Eo lg.
greaeivc inhntiont,

"We grthsr be toot
off with tfic lder to
defeet in thrt the firct
wordr hc srld on the
ground w,rre thrt hc
vanted politicrl rsy"
lum,

, 
' '4f hrd rDprrcntlf

tried to mrle rrdio
contrfi in thr rlr but
f r l l c d  t o  . d 0 , "  s a i d
Brttrdter vrn dcr l,,ith.

Although the illG rt
fint apperrcd to bt tn
trlrly good eoiditlon,
c l o t c r  i n t p e c t i o n
rcverled thtr wlr not
ro,

Thc tyreg vci.c torn
rnd re$rded by SAAF
pllotr rr "dtntetpu!."

"tryc errr't- to rny.
thing wlth ttre rlmrft
beeause it . iF old,,
unlesg .lve put tt ln I
mugeum.

"Higher ruthority
witl probably rleeidc
on how it should b€
returned becaure we
8r€ not Interostcd in
heepint i t ,"  added Bri.
gadier vrn der Lith.
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