Maputo wants “access’ 10

MiG pilot
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News Service
MAPUTO — The Maputo
Government has
South Africa for "access”
to the Mozambique air
force pilot: who flew a
MiG 17 jet fighter Into
South  Africa and  asked

for political asvium.
Mozambique lias  also

asked for the return of

the aircradt. now at the

-

asked

South “African Alr I'orce

hase at Hoedspruit in the.

eastern Transvaal.

An official :*nounce-
ment in Maputo said the
Mozambique authorities

had established some of-

the reasohs why the pilot,
Licutenant Francisco
Pomba,  flew into South
Africa.

The announcement did
not elaborate, hu!

sald

St
lo]? |6

ety
that invest{gations into
the incident were conti-
nuing.

it sald the commander
of the Mozambique Alr
Force had confirmed that
the South.African suthori-
ties had been usked to
return the MIG 17.

The outdated MIG 17 is
considered to he of no
use and little interest to
the SAAF, who wonid

have no objection to It
being returned. But it
would probably have to.
be partly dismantled and
‘than flown back, unless ar-
flown back, unless ar-,
rangements. could be
made for a Mozambican
pilot to take over the
plane at a clvil alrport
without security restric-
tions. :



