NOW BOAVENTURA BOMBA CROSSES THE SWAZI BORDER TO LOOK FOR ASYLUM

Pilot’s brother also defects to SA

olitical asylum.
pugh ':‘oll rovealed yesterd
when Lt Bomba gave his first
Press interview his week-

long questioning by Air Force
intelligence,

Forty military and foreign
correspondeats were flown to
Hoedspruit base in the Eastern
Transvaal Yeslerday to inter-
view the Black fighter pilot
who defected on July 8.

Brigadler A J S Van der
Lith, chief of Alr Staff Intelli-
gence, chaired the conference,
und there were severs| repre-
sentatives of the Department

cal asylum.

He denied that there was
any collusioi between him-and
his brothe and said he did not
know his brother had decided to
defect until he saw him in
South Africa.

Although he deftly answered
uestions about his brother's
etection, saying his brother

had only decided to defect be-
;ause we was concerned about
im,

He said that both he and his
brother had asked for asylum,
but he did not know what had
happened to hie brother since
their meeting because his
brother was being dealt with by
civilian authorities and he by
military ones.

Lt Bomba did not believe
that his father and Zululand-
born mother and five sisters
still in Mozambique were in
any danger from the Frelimo
authoritles, ‘‘because none of
them knew of my plans'',

of Forelgn Affiars and Informa- e said he had considersd
Do, M"‘b’ Mr J J Veater. diefect{g: from Mozambique
The rood-looking young offi. Since May, and had decided 4
8y DESMOND BLOW
MHiitary Wt
cer displayed a wry sense of  do so on Muy 8 because the
humour and a mn“slght into  following day he was being
local and international politics  transferred t. Beira trom
33 he answered questions for  where it would have been more
two hours, difficult.
He revealed that he and his *'I'only decided on the date

brother had both asked for po-
litical asylum in South Africa,
but that had so far heard noth-
foba il apparentiy be decided
ate will apparen ec

by the Cabinet.

Lt Bomba speaks four lan-
guages — uese, Aonga
(a local dialect ia Mogtam-
bique), Russian and English, in
that order of proficiency.

He answered many questions
in English, though most of his
replies were in Portuguese,

He said he was surprised to
see his brother who had been
brought s him 24 hours after
his defection,

Lt Bomba said his brother
was in Swaziland with his wife
and child when he heard of his
defection, over the radio. He
then croased the border with

his family and asked the South -

African authoritles ior politi-

two days before. I had to go on
a dummy attack. 1 went to my
target and flew close to my
scheduled route until close to
the Kruger National Park.
Then I went across the border
and was soon picked up by two
Mirages."”

He said that outwardly he
had glven the appearance of
being a good Communist, but
that some of his pllot friends

knew he was disillusioned with -

Frelimo.

“In a discussicn with some
of my officer fry#nds, one of
them asked me if [ would fire
on my {ormer coliegues If I
defected to South Africa and
flew a Mirage, I had to be
truwaful and answer ‘yes’,” he
sald,

He sald that Mozambique

had 22 MiG-175 — *‘there were .
23 but now one is here” ~ and

three MiG-15s.

The Soviets had promised Sunday Express
Mozambique more modern 19 July 1981
weanpons soon, he claimed,

“There were 22 Mozambican
pilots — but now there are
only 21," he said, smiling,

It Bomba also revcaled that
Frelimo had good intelligence
about the bases and strength of
the SA Air Force, as well as
the strength of South Africa's
anti-aireraft weapons at var-
1us gites,

* *d if he was worried
two Mirages picked him
soon after he crossed the

border, he said he was actually
relaxed,

“1 was happy the Mirages
were flying close to me rather
than a couple of kilometres
behind,” he sald to laughter,

Lt Bomba said that his deci-
sion to defect had taken cour-
age, but he felt that by doing
so he would encourage other
people to d the same.

He said there was dissatis-
fartion in the Mozambican Air
Force and he felt that now
others would have more
courage,

“My Air Force collegues
cannot be surprised by my
flight because we share the
sume fdeals, I teel that my

- defectlon wiil awaken a simi-
' lar desire in others,”

He revealed that he was
keen to have a university edu.
catioh and tuat he was inter-
ested in scientific subjects.
(There have been reports from
Mozambique that he was a

. mathematics wizard).

He said he had always want-
ed {o study for a degree, The
degree he wanted had to be of
scientific value, which would
be of benetit to the people of
Mozambique. People did not
develop inlellectually in Mo-
zambique, he said. :

He said that if South Afric
granted him political asylum
he would like to choose an aca-
damic career, but that his
heart really lay in being a
fighter pilot.

i would rather return to the
military in Mozambique, but
only if the Frelimo (iovernmnt
is ousted,” he said.

He said that the hopes that
independence gave to' Mozam-
hique were soon dashed.

"“Within two years things
were very brd. My hopes were
dashed when }resident Machel
to!d my class their education
would in future be combined. -
wiih the military.”



