TREVOR Edwards was lead-
ing his platoon theough a
patch of scrubland in sputh-

ern  Angola last October,
tracking a smalt group of
Swaps guerrillas. Suddenly

fwa children jumped vp from
behind some bush and began
{o run.

“1 said: ‘Dont  shoot
them.” There was one of oor
guys who started shouting to
them in the local language,
Then  these  other  kids
pepped up and started to run
as well s0 cbviously ¥ said
‘Puf them out’ e started
shootmg

- More and more of thems
kept jumping up. and run-
ning. Some of them were
complstely naked. They'd
tzken their cloilles off to
show they weren’t armed. We
shot this young girk She must
have been about five. And we
shot her father. We shat
about nine in ail.

“1 don't know how, bhut
somehow this girl's mother
and her sister didn't pget
shot. » Well, we left them
there and carried onm with
our patral, moving on in hox
formation. She followed us:
this mother and, her litlle

ki

“'She foliowed us ali day,
just walked along about 164
metres behind us. She gidn't
ery or say anything. Every
time we stopped. she
stopped. We went back and
tried to shoo her awsy, but
she just came back and foi-
Jowed us. This freaked me
out. Every time you turned
round, she was there. It
started me thinking.”

Apart frem Its effect on
Trevor Edwards, the ineident
was pure routine for
from 32 RBattalion.
explicit part of the strategy
of their secret war against
Angola that civitians puist be
kilfed and their villages das.
troyed,

“Our main job is to take
an avea and clear it
sweep through it apd we Xill
everything in fromt of us, cat-
tie, goats, people, everything,
We are out to stop Swapoe
and so0 we stop them go ting
into the viilages for food eng
water.

“But half the time the
locals  domt know what's
going on. We're just fucking

them up and it gets out of
hand. Some of the guys get a
bii carried away. And Swapo
1 get by us and eross the
ne beiwosen Angola and
mibiz. It's not as i wegars
siopping them.”

By Christmas  Eve, the
doubts that hud set in when
his platoon was followed by
the  bereaved -mother had
grown much sironger. He set
out from his base at Buflzlo
on the Okavangs River in
northern Namibia for four
weeks' leave.

But instead of staying in.

Cape Town, he got on =
plane to Londan. “ I hzd had
enough of i and I just
2!:011:3:! people ought to know

what we have been doing out
iqere

32 Battalion of the South
African Defence Foree i3 2

military  eonjuring  trick,
manned by 1200 soldiers
who wers supposed te have

been killed by the Cubans in
1975, led by mystery officers
from a base which officially
does not exist,

It was formed by Secuth
African military intelligence
in late 1875 as Cuban soi
iers and Russian weapons
began fo turn the tide of the
Angolan civil war against the
tws pro-Western guerrilla
armies, the FNLA and Unita,

The FNLA, which had
fought its way {o within 18
miles of the Angolan capitai
Luanda, was pushed north-
wards inte Zaire where Presi-
dent Mobutu offered  them
a:d and shelter. The FNLA
was  led by  President
Mobuiu's bretherin-law,
Hpiden Roberto.

The South Africans
plunged into the Amgolan
eivil war in the summer of

thay  year, sending South
Africanded  rcolumbs  whose
troops  included Unita  sol

diers and Portuguese mer-
cenaries far inte the country,
But the twe columns had to
retreat when the MPLA, the
eveniual winner, defeated an
¥NLA force wnorth of the
capital and turned the tide
of the war. But although the
columng  came out, South
Africa Bed by no  meang
given up. Pretoria produced
itz £ sieight of hand the
feilowing winter, while the
world's attention was focused

on the retresting FNLA in
the porth and on the fate of
the blundering band of Bri-
tish mercenary soldiers who
have peen flown oul to HY 10
save lhe day.

The demoraiised ¥NLA
guerrillas had little choice
hut to take up the offer. The
South Africans offercd them
2 home where they could
take their families, and a
chan®  to fght the war
again. They were marched
south through Zaire and then
into South-east Angela and
finally the Caprivi Strip, the
desolaie mmhern corridor of
Namibia,

They bullt themselves huts
and houses by the river, re-
trained ard rearmed. Some
of .them got their families
dewn from  Angela. The
world could see that the
FNLA had been destroyed
but, secretly. life for 32 Bat
talien was jusl beginning.

Finding the right white
officers for ihe unit was not
56 easy and it remained in
ihe control of South African
intelligence efficers until last
rear, when Robert Mugabe's
election victory in Zimbabwe
gave them the material for
their next piece of conjuring.
When  Mugabe won  power
hundreds  of  mercenaries
were suddenly looking for
work. The South African mis
sion in Salishbury was busy

‘When it comes to
killing there are
some of them who
laugh about it.
They love killing.’

Trevor Edwards

gl day as disenchanted for

eigners guensd up to see the
indlitary  atwaché,  Trever
Fdwards was there, Like his
colleagues, he wanted fo join
2 vombat unit. That was why
he had abandoned his steak
bar in Kent im 1978, “1 was
getting inte z rut, getting fat
and I'd always wanled to join
sn army. 1 just got on a
plane and flew out to Salis-

bury.”
He was given a trial in the
Rhodesian Light  Infantry,

the all-white umt which led

the assauit on ithe guerrilla
armies. He survived the
trgining and becams a Cor-
poral. M was a1 gemd life.
The contacts were good. Tha
l§m> were good. 1 enjoyed

“We told the milltary
attache that we wanted 32
and he wanted 1o know how
we had heard sbout i
Anyway, he sxid we couldnt
bave il They decided to
sign uyp sll the same and try
again for 32 In Pretoria.

Trevor Kdwards and 13 ool
leagues signed ons-year con-
fracts with the South African
Defence Force last March,
They waited a few weeks in
Rhodesia  before hiring a
mini-van, stealing some wes-
pons and going shsent with-
out leave acress the border.

Then they badgered their
officers in Preioria inte con-

tacting  32's  administrative
headguarters in Rund:  in
northere Namibia. The
officers at 32 tecok their
chance and agreed to take the
mercenaries. They spent their
frst week at 323 Buffaio

base fnding their wav
around and loarming g_
FPortuguese : Please, hank

&ou Stand Up, Don‘t Shoot.
n May 20, they set out

for thcu ﬁrst operation, at

swate, 0 kilomeotres m;a

A
ith ' fotal fores of 304
raen, broken dewn inte two
compapies. apd gue mortar
tnon, ithey drove in South
African-made Szmmwels from
their reconnaissance hase al
Omant over the border and
stopped 15 kilometres before
Savate. The next  morning,
the white nficere biacked up
their faces and led their men
o5 to s:vgte té%fﬁ g{mﬂ wig
sarrying about equip-
mm,m?ne!naing six mortar
Riells. As they _approached
the  town' iwoe platoans
peeled off, ohe 10 the morth
914 one to the south to deal
with mssxbiw einforcements
or aﬂ)am ing to escape.
he troubie was that our
miﬂhgenre was crap. We
were expecting thew te have
a few companies in the town,
but they had a full batlslion,
The axauly force only got
through on the third attack

and it tovk us all that day
and most of the nest to clear
the place up. We h.‘d i6
desd, six of them white.”
While 32 was taking
Savate, iwo representatives
of Unita were waiting at the
tactical HQ down the road:
one white intelligence officer
and one black soldier. When
the batile was over, they
came up to claim the town
for Unita.
“The point is that Uniia
are a fot of crap. They hang
around in  the Ssuth-cast
where their tribe is and they
can probably defend thera-
selves, but they can't go out
and take scmewhere like
Savate. We do it for them
because it improves their
bargaining position, gives
thera more talking power.”
The South Africans couid
ot use their regular troops
at Savate, They have been
aple to justify incursions in
the - past only when they
ocould’ show that they wers
pursning  Swapo. ‘ There
were no Swapo 3t Savate. It
wss a base for Angolan gov-

ernment soldiers and we
knew thst when we went in
there.”

It was after this battle that
the troops had to turn baek
from their journey bome fo
return to the sceme of the
battle and retrieve a white
hedy, which might otherwise
have distlosed their presence.

A week later the Angolan
Government protesied to the
Secretary  Generzl of the
United Nations; Dr Kort
Waidheimn, and blamed South
Africa  for
Savate. South Africa denied
havmx anything to do with

’lhe attack on Savate was
wnusual in thet it involved a
specifc ub)eu ve, 32'% regu-
lar job s 1o go into the

Angolan bush with s couple
of companies and spend four .

ur five weeky cleaning 2 de-
signated area,

“Beme of it is pretty
heavy, Sometirses we {zke
the locais for guestioning.
1t's reugh, We just beat
them, cut them, burn them.
As seoB as we're finished
with {hem, we kil them.
We've got Angolan govern-
ment Soldiers gnd  faken

the attack on -

them back to baze for proper
yitestioning,

¥ Sometimes you have to
do it to the children 1o make
ihe adults talk. There was a
{Zvearold boy., We wonfed
to know what was going on,
We wanted his mother to
talk, so we tied him up iike
a chicken with his wrists up
behing his back, strapped o
his ankles.

“Then we plaved water
polo with him, put him im
this kind of dam and pushed
him  about, et him  sink.
Every s¢ often we took him
out. He wouldw’t ery. He just
wet  himself. The mother
digw’t iell wus anvthing., In
the end we just left him in
the water and he drowned. I
Just dom't like that sort of
thing.

“Some of our guys get
very invelved in it, talk
about it all afterwards and
keep going on about it. You
get used to wasting people.
That's part of soidiering. But
they're going tos far and [
don't enjoy it.”

The ¢roops are allowed to
take bicycles, sewing
machines or anything which
catches their eye in an Ango-
lan village, including wives.
“They've also taken back
voung kids and adopted
them. A couple of tunes
they've everm come acioss
members of their own fami

We shot this young girl. She must have been about rive... . 281

ties and taken them back
with them.”

The sirongest opposition to
32 comes from the Angolan

government troops of the
MPLA, “Io my last cpers
ation, im  December, fhey

really fucked us up, pushed
us right out of the area. We
had a ot offcasualties”

Thiriy-1wo's Tesponse was
to call South Afpican heli-
ceplers and heat a tactical re-
treat to Omani. There they
spent 3 day relaxipg amd
drinking while 2 South Afri-
can parsatrecp company was
calied to reinforce them.

“ We changed into reguiar
SADF uniforms and went
back in  with this extra
company, We swept through
the area but we couldn't find
them. They'd gone back to
base in Cuamato.”” That was
in mid-December. Four weeks
later, while Trevor Edwards
was in Londen, Cuamato wad
taken

!awanh speaks affectiona-
tely of some of his collea-
gues. But: “When it comes
to  killing women, hauging
them and things, there are
some of them whe laugh
about it. They love Fkilling,
They take photographs of
themselves with bodies. They
dan’t see them as people,
iust as thipgy that are there”

Nick Davies




