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Cabora Bassa power supplies to South Africa have been

cut. Sections of the Beira-Umtala pipeline have been blown
up. Travelling on the Beira-Maputo road is often a passpor{
to death. Now, at a secret meeting in Lisbon, top leaders of

the anti-Frelimo movement Resistencia Nacional

Mozambicana have vowed thet soon they will be in Maputo.
They do so in an exclusive interview with Johannesburg-
based foreign correspondent José Ramalho.

Rebel plan
‘to march
n Maputo’

About 20 km out of
1isdon, the pictures-
que littie (ishing vil-
Iage of Cascals
boasts the world’s
largest popalation of
deposed kings and
. Between the
al mansions nes-
tle the fabulous
bouses of a different
type of royalty — the
meoneyed kind.

At the top of the hill
everiooking the red-tiled
sreofs of the sprawling

slaces_mhere “(he

awlilul people’ live and
play, stands the plush
Hote) Cidadela.
This (s where triends
teld me were staying
same vishers | would (ind

mere than worthwhile
meeting. No mames were
mentioaed, but knowing
the type of activitiea of
the people who bad im-
vited me § had 8 pretty
good idea It would have
semething to do with the
situation i Mosambique.

Camouflage

Siteing in the sof light
of the fading sum is an up-
atsirs suite, three smart.
ly dressed black
gentlemen were awaiting
my visit.

Whes 1 cromed the
room to shake hands with
\hem § did the biggest
dosble-take of my life.
The men {n the expentive
three-piece sulls were the
same | bad met a lew
months back o the fer-
biddise Moiambique

bush, their ecamowiiage
kits turned stifi by layers
of dust and sweat,

Whimsica! sioiles play-
Ing o0 their [sces. there
steod before me the
Mo:ambique Natlonal
Resistance leader and
commander-in-chiel of
the armed forces. Alonso
Jacame, 3nd his (op
sides, commanders Raul
Manue! Domiagos and
Joaé Domingos.

There was av inescaps-
bie feeling of confidence
io the air. For the firsy
time io the feur vears
since the opposition twok
wp arm sgaimst Frelimo
snd 2 few gcore mes
started carrying out dat-
ing reids sgainst mititary
and economic targets, (he
RXM too leaders had

ventured owt o8 an over-
sess misslon,

They sbviowsly felt
things were lookiag
bright enough at Gome for
them to Jeave their
10 000.41rong guerills
srmy (or a short while to
plead thelr cause In the
major Eurepean capltsls.

Statement

Jecamo (or Dblakama,
as be wishes to be called)
showed a dry sense ol
bdumour whes he told me:
] would like you 1o make
knowa sbroad how thank-
ful we sre to Samors
Machel for lending us the
credibility that had beea
denled to vk for 36 luag."'

Aud he explatned:
“Regularly, Frelimo has
kepl announcing that the
Resistance had been
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A'gn_up ?0. Norambique reshstance Nghtavs in the bush. Arrowed b thelr comme

.

wiped out frem the (ace
of the ear(h. Lately, alter
eackh zuch sintement
Machel rushes te see his
fridnd and colleagne
Rotert Magabe to beg for
hetp to annihilale ws all
over sgain.™ .

He recalls that it was
Sebastine Mabate.
recently catepulted from
the ranks to leutenamt-
general, whe first made
the fima) victory
announcement after s
clash with a guerilia
graep st Macate
Auguast 1979,

Apparently, the viclory
had nol been a0 final, as
FPrebme wat compelied
to launck an sll-ovt at-
tack on the RNM's main
stronghoid 1a the Goras-
gusa moustaing ia Oc-
tober 1979,

Then came the '“total
swsibilation ef the
enemy” at Citutongas, I
Juse of thin .
Freltmo's ' reporis
woonded very much like o
replay of Vietnam's big-
Kest botiles. They
claimed W have kiNled
more than 308 guerillas
and captured some 495,

The operation s
descrided 2s a2 towal suc-
cess Ia which the Frelime
forces stormed the
“‘enemy positions”  sup-
ported by aa immeuse ar.
mada of keavy bombery
and g‘nhpn while bat
teries of Stalin organs
and beavy field guns pul-
verised everything 1
nght.

Dhiaksma claims (hat
Ye now has 10006 well
wrained and equipped men

on the ficid and that »
further 3 000 are sboul to
finish ap Intensive train-
ing ceurse.

According to RNM
sources, the new "libera-
vion mevement’’ is prac-
tically {n control of four
key ceatral and <outhern
pruvinces Manica,
Sofala, Inhambane and
Gazxa. Three sirong
columna hate crosxed the
Save River to open up
tbe soulhern iront as a
prelude (o the march on
Maputa.

Support

Tinte was running vhort
as the three Veaders were
dee 10 lemre in & (ew
hours on the first leg of
thelr whictle-ctop toor of
Furope With them wece
twa (ong-serving

members of the RNM
lendership; the move-
meut’s secretary-general
Orlasdo Christing and Dr
Fixe Fernandes, who re-
presents It 1o Europe.

Jacsmo makes a laal
poimt: ‘‘We are now
strong militari)y but our
resd sirength comes (rem
the good people of Mo-
1ambigue withowl whose
loysl and cucrageous yup.
purt we would not be able
to survive Ou our march
‘o Maputo the popubation
provides us with food,
intelligence snd, mure
important still, maral en-
couragement '

Orlandu Cristina, one of
the R\ founders, adde:
Frehmo are deCtnitely
<howing signs of panic.
They ure seriously wor-
ried by the growing

ty

yirength ol our forces and
the importance of tbe
sucresses gehieved.

“Fuced with an ever.
increncing stream of
defections te owr side,
they are now Jesuing only
small qwantitiey of am-.
munitler to tbeir trvopa
o minimine (ke Josses
whesn they eress the
"ll‘ -

Before 1eaving (0 reas.
awure European teaders
that the R\M wants more
than anything elce to free
Mazambique from the
maraist voke and te give
ita Western-atyle gos een-
meny, Afonso Dhlahama
tdacamu) teld me
“‘Believe You me, belare
the vear is: mver the
Resintanee will make the
wurld sware that we reals
Iy wean business.™



