Rebel
activity

worries
Machel

By DAVID FORRET
‘Mail’ Africa Bureau
SALISBURY. - Zimbabwe's

Prime Minister, Mr Kobert
Mugabe, flies to Mozam-
bique today for taiks with
his closest ally, President

Samora Machel.

One of the main topics for dis-
cussion will probably be the
recurrence of antl-Frelimo
guerrilla actlvity in the
soath of Mozambigue.

Mr Mugabe has already
edged his govern:nent's ac-

1
fm support to flush out the

rebel Mozambican guerrillas
who are suspected of using
Zimbabwe as a sanctuary
from Frelimo forces.

C .
Recent dissident operations by
the Mozambique Resistance
Movement (MRM) have
hampered rall traffic be-
tweed landlocked Zimbabwe
and its re-opened outlet

through the nort of Beira,

The line was blocked for a
fortnight until carly this
mouth use a ap-
parently derailed a train au1
caused oxtensive damage to
the tracks in Mozambique.

Theremhav'e also buo:n om re-
' of guerrilla act. in
ﬁoumblquo and an undis
cleosd number of refugees
rossed the borcer to

: the f which
w8 .‘nerenu?h m:u the

past tew weeks following a
counter-oftensive by gnvern-
ment forces.

Most political observers have
strong doubts about the
sue of the MRM, a for-
mer Rhodeslan-backed group
whirh has no# been accused
of gmng its support {rom
South Africa.

But any resurgence of anti-Fre-

. limo operations involving the
vital rall link could seriously
hamper Zimbahwe’s plans to
build up traffic on the Mo-
zambican line in keeping
with its policy to lessen de-
pendence on ‘he South Afri-
can ports and rallway
system.

A senior government official
sald t.hat' today’s meeting be-
tween the two leaders at
Quellmane, a coastal town
about 430km north of Belra,

H ”'id'ﬁ'}ul\%n e e ant Presi

e 88 , a .
dent Mnch:f had receatly

agreed to have routine mee:o

i on a regular basis

dnlgun matters .of mutual

interest.

President: Mache! woul ‘mrrob-
ably take che opportunity to
prinf Mr Mugabe on his re-
cent visit to various Eastern
Europelin countries.
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