Rand Daily Mail, 11 July 1980

Frelimo destroys
rebel HQ in blitz

Scaff Reporter
\MBIQUE Radio
Jovernment

ing another 10,

base was in the Sita-
mountains in the Manica
«ce, S0km from the Zim-
en .

+ broadcast said that
| those captured are ex-
vers of the Portuguese
andos as well as local
military groups that
thelndepm‘:;ove l:;rm
ortuguese side, us
echas, OPV and GES,

tadio alleged the rebels
‘logistic support from

rica, speclally since
ndependence of Zim-

babwe" and added that ammu-
nition boxes found at the boe
had inscriptivna in both English
and Afrikaans.

This claim was “ejected by

Defence Headquarters In Pre

toria :ynterdli.

The Mozambique report aisu
s»id the army had (reed local
civilians be:ng held prisoner by
the rebels.

Movping-up operations are
continuing.

The radio tepocted that .
risoner named as Agostinbo
ago told Mozambique news-
men that supplies had been
“‘dropped over the base at 5.45
in the afternoon of June X, by
two Nord Atlas ajrcralt that
hed ‘lown. in from the south™.

The attack comes after a vis-
Wt Kalisbury early last month

by a high-ranking Mozambican
mission, which included the
political commiasar of the
nrm& Mr Armando Guebura;
the Chief of Staff, Mr Sebastian
Mnabote; the Minister of Staty
Security, Mr Jacinto Veloso;
and the Air Noree Comnmander,
Mr Americo Maphutno,

The group discussed plans
for a Joint military stralegy
against the Mozambican rebels
with a Zimbabwean delegation
led by the Minister of S'ate in
the Prime Minister's Office,
Mr Emerson Munangagwa, and
other security officials —
among them the {ormer head of
Rhodesian Intelligence, Mr Ken
Flower,

Earller the rebel radio had
complained that the MRM
faced extinction because Mr
Flower. wtio had been the liai-

son man betweer, the move-
meni and the ex-Rhodesian
government, knew their struc-
tures, locations of camps,
apjectives, identities of collabe-
rutors inside Mozambigue. and
their “places of refuge”.

The Defence Force spokes-
man in Pretoria sad ahy weap-
ons ot ammunition of South
African origin found by Fre-
limo after the reported baitle
was no. suppfied by tue SADF.

He said the SADF was not
aware of the possibie soures of
such supplies.

It was puinted oul that &
large variety of arms of var-
jous origins was available .
Africa — British mines, United
States ammunition and cominu-
nist weapons. tor instance, had
been captured from Swapo,



