Sunday Post, 25 May 1980

MORAMBIRCAN authorities cdam they have
wborted & sohannesburg-based teirorist attempt
to blow up Maputo’s Polana Hotel — home
W scores iof Sovietbloc diplomats and technl-
slams ~ with “South African expiosives”,

‘T & Maputo-datelited

It said the van's des
tructive Joad was “prepar-
o In Souith Africa” by
opporients of Mozam.
bique's Marxist regime.

Wired with “a uighly
sophisticated  detonation
mtem,™ the  exp'osives
Wwere cofwealed under the
van's chassis and beneath
the back seat.

The agency quoted ex-
plosives experts as sy
ing that, it the ‘“car
homb” had exploded, it
probably  wou'd  have
wrecked all vehicles in
the hotel's parking 1lot

Top hotel
target for
SA-based
hit men

na's ficade by setting
ablaze the entry hall, cof-
fee salon and pastry shop.

The Marxist capital's
favoured night spot, the
Polana, famed for its

prawns and view of the
Mozambique Channpel, re-
portedly lodges visiting
South African business-
men and technicians and
houses scores of FEastern
European and Cuban per-
sounel, .
The Govtmmgm dsa;d
t documents found in
?l: van provide:! “detailed
information” on the sab-
oteur group and the man-
ner in which the attack
was (o be carried out.
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Terror attack on Maputo ‘aborted’

But it did not identity
the organisation,

The State-controlled
media launched  appesls
wor “populsr  viglance
cawinst the enemies ol
the BState.”

The aborted attack fol
lowed claims by the .
ambiran Nations; st~
ance Movement (RNal)
that its forcex had am-
busl't\re:il aumlzht train in
cen oxambiyue on
Monday and that its forces
hihched ‘“violent com-
bat” in Manica Provinee
in cecent days.

The agency also vepor-
ted that actzs of sshotage
were also apparently re
sponsible for a recemt
electricity blackout in the
port city of Beira
@ Zimbabwe iz 10 smbark
on joint military opers-
Afons with Mozambiqire
to wipe out anti-Frelimo
dissidents attempting to
overthrow the Mozamuic
an Government,

The Prime Minister, Mr
Robert Mugabe, made the
antouncemen: at a Press
conference thiz week.

Commenting on taks
he held om Friday with
President Samora Machel
in Beira, Mr Mugabe ad-
mitted the presence of
anti-Frelimo forces on
Zimbabwe Soil, and said
Zimbabwe  was  “duty
bound" to get rid of them.



