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ozambique tneeds

food for 9 million'
By Paul Fauvet In Maputo

TllE Mozambican government has
appeaìed urgently for more than 1.3
mil.lion tonnes of food aid to etave
olT huge lose of life threatened by
the worst drought in liüng memory.

Addressing diplomats in Maputo,
t h e  P r i m e  M i n i a t e r ,  M a r i o
M a c h u n g o ,  w a r n e d  t h a ü  u n l e s e
large quantities ofaid were received
e o o n  d e a i h s  c o u l d  e x c e e d  t h e
100,000 in the 1983 drought.

the drought aÍfects all eoulhern
Africa, but Mozambique ie worst
hit because its economy haa already
been wrecked by the war wagcd by
South AÍrican"backed rebels of the
Mozanrbique National Resistance
(Renamo).

Renanro is etil l recievilìg support
f r o m  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  a n d
Malawian police, lhe Mozambicun
armcd forces clairned.

Even before ühe drought struck
the food supply waa precarioue and
Mozumbique wae seeking more than
250,000 tonnes of relief foorj for 1.8
million deetitute prnple, mainÌy war
refugees.

Now the number dependent on
emergency ratione has ris€n lo 3.1
miìlion. Sirrce aÌmost no surplus is
being produced in the countryside,
Mozarnbique also needs food aid for
the 6 million people who buy their
lood in the markete.

The appeal, prepared jointly by
the Mozarnbican government and
the United Nations, aìso asks for
n o n - l e t h a l  a e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e
Mozambican troopa guarding food
aìd convoys.

Mr Macbungo est imated that  th is
yoar'a harveet will be only about 30
per cent. that of a normaÌ year.


