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[Text ]  Iv laputo,  l l  June (AINI /PAnVA) -  Famine in
Mozambique's  nor" thern prov ince of  Cabo Delgado has
reached a cr i t ica l  srage,  rhe dai ly  NOTICL{S.  quor ing
the World Food Programme IWFP], said on Wednesday.
NOTICIAS said the WFP assessment had been made
afler its team had visited the area at the request of the
provinc ia l  author i t ies.  I t  sa id the famine had been
caused largely by a prolonged drought and locust inva-
sions that had devastated the measre harvests in 1987
and  1988 .

Peasants in the area said they had been forced to eat part
ofthe crop reserved for seed for the next farming season
to avoid starvation. Shortages of both grain and seed
grain wil l thus be heavy, the paper reporter.




