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Mozambique atrl ift begins
Victoria Erit lain

^^ XFAM and other re l ief
I  l a g e n c i e s  h a v e
V  l a u n c h e d  a n  e m e r .

gency food airl ift to the Mo-
zambican province of  Zambe-
zia where at  leâst  50 people
die of  starvat ion and disease
(.\ 'er' '  day in relief centres,
h o u s i n g  2 0 , 0 0 0  d i s p l a c e d
pcople,  that  are completely
cut  of f  l iom suppl ies.

Two or three pÌaneloads of
tbod are flown each day from
the provincia l  capi ta l  of  Que-
l imane into the l le d ist r ic t  of
Zambezia in a Ê100,000 ai r l i f t
organised b""- Oxfam, Unice'f,
and the Save the Chi ldren
c a n r p a i g n s .  T h e  a i r l i f t  i s

largely funded by the Comic
Relief campaign, which pub-
licised the estimated 1.7 mil-
l ion displaced Mozambicans.

A total of $352 mill ion
(t2r2 mill ion) was pledged at
a UN emergency donors 'con-
ference last month. including
$9.5 miÌ l ion f rom Br i ra in.
but donors are increasrngÌy
concerned about the sabo-
tage of their aid by ltÍozam-
b ique  Na t iona l  Res is tance
rebels and Í resh evidence of
d i r e c t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n
involvement.

In the past  few weeks,  in-
tensil ied I!ÍNR attacks have
hal ted aid t ruck convo; 's  and
damaged an aircralÌ.

In a recent  hve-hour at tack
at Ressano Garcia on the l\to-

zambican border with South
Afr ica,  an est imated 2S0.
strong MNR force killed f0
civiüans 

"n6 
wounded 22,

Many people were kidnapped
as Porters to cArry food,
c l o t h e s  a n d  o r h e r  l o o t e d
goods.

A local busrnessman, Mr
L u c a s  C h i r u t e '  w h o  w i t -
nessed the attack, said that
South AfrÍcan m.tìitary vehi-
cles transportetl the MNR
Íbrce to rhe boyder. Other
evewitnesses said that South
A f r i can  so ld ie rs  p rov ided
cover for the - attack, used
their searchlgbls to i l lumi-
nate a supermarKet that  was
beins looted, alld shot at
townlpeople fleerng over the
bordei inio South Africa.


