Escudo
border
closure

MAPUTO. — Mosambigue
closed its borders and bun-
ned ships and aircreft from
eatering its upnce yestarday
at the start of a threaduy

te change the
nat CUITency.

President Sumora
Minche:, In n spocial gponch,
said the old e uda, »
remuant of Portuguer« ol
soial days, Mmld be with-
drawn and the new curren-
mctho Metical, lssued in its

e.

Mosambicans have until
tomorrow to exchange theilr
escudos for meticals, it was
announced by BRBadio
Maputo. The malical takes
its name from an old cur
rency used by Arab traders
who mamed the region in
the lnit century.

Citizen 17.6.1980

Same rate

President Machel «aid
the metical would have the
same exchange rate as the
escudo — 35 to the US
dollar,

Borders were closed with
Seuth Africa, Malawl, Zim-
bubwe, Swaziland, Zambir
and Tanzaniz. The govern-
mont said ships wnd aircraft
would be allowed fo enter
Mozainbique's ports o ans-
pace anly in vxceptional
cireumstances.

‘IHis MOAsure was taxen

¢ ngs
of now-worthless escudos.

Radio ue said
Phangcover, besides cnding
¢ r, ending
a Inst vestige of Porguguese
coloplalism, was to end
forgery of escudo netes und

the distdbutica of these
hlu wotes by “ememies of
m‘mo,u‘r hent 0:
ng “the prugress
the revolution”.

The Yo sald the cur
tency changeover wu
made without warning
strike a blow <! the mmiﬂ

of ‘he people.” — Sapu-AP,





