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Mozambique's
rulers inherited
shell of a nation

i-
By Peter Goodspeed Toronto Star 

/

I \ I A P U T O  -  T h e  t u r m o i l  i n
I lozambique is  an explos ive mix-
ture of  conf l ic t ing ideologies.  re-
g ional  power pol i t ics ,  and b l ind de
struct ion.  But  i ts  roots are bur ied
dcep in  southern Afr ica 's  past .

l\rhen llozambique won its inde-
pendence f rom Portugal  in  1975,
Jf  ter  .100 years of  co lonia l  domina.
tion and l0 years of gruelling guer.

r i l la  war fare,  thc country  was im.
mediately plunged into chaos.

Ir{ozambique's present rulers,
Fre l imo ( the Mozambique L ibera.
t ion Front) ,  inher i ted a legacy of
neglect and distrust which seemed
to doom the country to disaster.

lVithin two years of independ-
ence, more than 180,000 of l\lozam-
bique's  200.000 P0r tuguese set t lers
fled the country, stripping the na-
t ion of  v i r tua l ly  a l l  i ts  technica l .
bu.srness and adminis t rat ive sk i l ls .

Portuguese sabotagc

Be[ore they le f t ,  some of  the de-
p a r t i n g  P o r t u g u e s e  s a b o t a g e d
\ r ' h a t e v e r  t h e y  c o u l d ,  d r i v i n g  t r 3 c .
t o r s  i n t o  l h c  o c e a n ,  t e a r i n g  p l u m b -
i n g  u u t  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  r i c s t r o y i n g
factory mrchinery a nd burn ing
government and business records.

l lhat  remained was the shel l  o f  a
country with just a fetv million dol.
lars in foreign currency reserve$
an i l l i teracy rate of  97 per  cent :
only 80 doctors and 100 high school
teachers.

Fre l imo.  under  the la te Pres i '
dent  Samora l tachel .  t r ied to bui ld
a new l \ tar r is !  s tate on the ru ins.

I t  conf iscated pr ivate proper ty ,
turned abandoned colonia l  p lanta-
t i o n s  i n t o  s t a t e  f a r m s .  h a n d e d
factory operat ions over  1q work-
ers' commrttees and imposed cen-
t ra l  government  p lanning on a l '
most  a l l  act iv i t ies.

The resul ts  were of ten d isas '
trous. Productivity declined even
fur ther ;  scarce resources were
squandered and bureaucrat ic  inef -
f i c i e n c y  a n d  m i s m a n a g e m e n t
aggravated an a l ready growing
pro0lem,

' \ t  the same t ime.  \ lozambique s
new gouernmont  p lunqed in td rc-
q i 0 n a l  p o l i t i c s  w r t h  a  f r e n z l ' , 0 f f e r -
i n q  b a s e s .  a r d  a n d  s u o p o r t  t o  b l a c k
n a t i o n a l i s t  ( u p r r : l l J s ' , v h o  f , ' e r e
t f y l n g  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  w h i t e
minor i t ] '  government  in  Rhodesia
( n o w  Z r m b a b w e ) .

The Rhodesians responded bv
creat ing the lUozamblque Nat ional
R e s i s t a n c e  ( I I N R  o r  R e n a m o ) ,
order ing i t  !o  deslabi l ize Mozam-
brque and destro i '  th? countrv 's
econom] in  an ef for t  to  s top l \ lach-
e l  f rom backrng I lober t  t r lugabe's
b lack guerr i i las.

Argrmed control

l lhen Rhodesia's white govern-
ment  fe l l  and l r lugabe came to
power in  Z imbabu'e rn 1980.  South
Afr ica secret ly  assumed contro l  o f
the lL\R.

lee l rng , threatened bv a b lack
I \ larx is t  s tatc  on i ts  borders and
angered bv Nlozambiques suppor t
for  Afr ican Nat ional  Congress ter-
r o r i s t s  r v h o  o p e r a t e d  o p e n l f  i n
l \ laputo.  Sout i l  Af r ica ordered the
i \ lNR rebels  to  cont inuc t ryrng to
underm ine l r lachel 's  Sovernment .

I INR guerr i l las were a i r l i f ted
i n l o  S o u t h  . { f r i c a  f o r  t r a r n r n S .
equrpped * ' i th  nerv weapons,  g iven
n e ! \  c o m m u n t c a t i o n s  e q u r p m e n t
and prov ided !4 ' i th  South Afr ican
mi l i tar ; -  adv isers -  who fought
a longside the rebels  in  I \ lozam-
bique and ass is ted r+ ' i th  cash.  mi l i -
tar r '  316 pol i t ica l  in te l l igence and

a steady st ream ol  combat  suP'
plies.

T h e  m o v e  a l m o s t  b r o u g h t
l l o z a m b i o u c ' s  ( o v r r n m e n t  t o  i t J
knees.  as l lNR rebels  ter ror ized
t h o  c o u n t r ) ' s i d c ,  b l o \ v i n g  u P
br idges.  sabotagrng ra i l rvavs,  dc '
s t r o !  i n g  f a c t o r r c s ,  a n d  b u r n i n g
farms,  schools  and heal th c l in ics.

Three years ago.  I lozambique
decided to sue for peace and signed
t}e Nkomat i  Accord wi th Sout}
Afr ican Pres idcnt  P.  W. Botha.  The
treaty,  essent ia l ly  a non.aEgression
Dact ,  ca l led on South , \ f r ica to
abandon its support o( the \trr-R in
exchange for llozambique's refus'
ing to a l low the Afr ican Nat ional
Congress to operate f rom i ts  ter r i '
tory.

Originally, Ilozambique believed
the IINR. deprived of South Afri-
can support, would wither away
and d ie.  But  in  the year  immedi-
ately following the signing of the
Nkomat i  Accord.  IDJR act iv i t ies
a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  s p r c a d
r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h
rebel  bands operat ing in  groups of
bet ' 'e€n 100 and 500 men in  a l l  l0
of  the country 's  prov inces.

Rcbcl documentr

l \ lozambique angr i l ] ,  accused
South Afr ica of  cont inu ing to sup
ply  the I \NR. South Afr ica,  just  as
vehement l ) ,  denied i t .  But  in  1985,
a combined force of  l \ tozambican
and Zimbabwean t roops overran
an l \NR rebel  base,  captured tons
of  suppl ies and ammuni t jon,  which
IUapulo inslsts came from South
Afr ica.  and d iscovered rebel  docu-
ments a l i  sho$' ing South Afr ican
involvement  wi th the IL\R.

Among the records seized was
one i .hat  revealed South Afr ica 's
t h e n - d e p u t y  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r .
Louis i\el. made three secret visiLs,
l6  months at ter  the s igning of  the
N k o m a t i  A c c o r d .  t o  t h e  I U N R
guerr i l las '  headquarters in  Goron-
goz.a.

For  rveeks.  South Afr ica publ ic lv
and d ip lomatrcal ly  dcnier l  i \ tozani -
b ique 's  a l leEat ions.  but  f ina l ly  ac-
knowleded that  thp a i legatrons in
broad terms $ere correc!  and that
the Nkomat i  Accord $ 'as v io iated.

Never theiess.  Pretor ia  ins is ts  i t
\4'ants to help, rather than hurt,
l \ tozambique.

South Afr ican of f ic ia ls  note near-
lv  30.000 l t lozambicans are em-
plo;"ed in  South Afr ica 's  gold and
coal  mines.  prov id ing I \ lozambique
wi th much-needsd fore ign curren-
c1'. Thev also sal' Prctoria has re-
cent ly  g iven \ tozarnbrque 3 mi l l ion
Rand (about  t2  mi l l ion)  in  fore ign
a i d  t o  r e d e v e l o p  a n d  u p g r a d e
I \ taputo harbor .
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