
Private qayfish fgrmhas
vital role in Mo fa{ilffi que
EKACTLY 2 000 feet above the
northeart coa.rt ol Mozemblque,
Mai{o Marquez rdJusts hlr Ray-
banr rnd rwltcher tbe l{-seeter
Cessnr Cereven !o manual.

Wltt tbc porcrlul englnc cucd
dowo to ldlc, tbc Splrlt of Chiloenc,
glldcr dom onto r brord rrrthc ol
snd llnr{ by thc Indhn Occrn.

Chlloenc, r pelm-frlngcd lrlend
l00tm rout! ol Bclrr, b rcmrrkrblc
for tro thlngr.

Flnt" lt b rn ldyllle phcc wherc
wlndchlmct Unllc undcr t celhew
trce rod thc only eror& rrc thc
crryltrh tccmtng ln thc men3rovc
twrmPr.

Sccoo4 lt b thc rltc ol thc flnt
prlvetc lnvcrtmcnt cotcrprbc ln onc

.;ol thc rorld'r poorat courtrlc!,':jvhcrc lC tcrrt ol elvll rtr hlvc
cldmcd morc t[en l-mllllon llve.

Tbc tey rcletlooshlp ln the enter-
prLre begen rcvcrrl yern rgo ln a
butllng Wrshlngtoo brr - r rcene
llght yean rcmovcd lrom thc tren-
qulllty ol Chlloaoc.

Wtllhm FYrdmrn, e Tcrrn mll-
llonalrc brntcr rod poUUcel eoruult-
rnt vcrrcd ln thc vegerlcr ol ll(e on
Caoltol Hlll, lntroduccd hlmrcU to
J, 'n Chlgrno, then Mozem-
b. , torclp rlfrln mlnlitcr.

Flvc ycrrr end ltm of lBvcttmcnt
letcr - rltl Orlssrno becomlng
prcddent ln tbc mcentlmc - thc
lrlcndsblp bctrcch thc tro mcn bal
produccd r 3llmmcr ol hopc lor thc
futurc of Mozrmblquc end r remlnd-
cr -of thc deyr rhcn l.ourenco

@
Marquer wrr the Jewcl ol routhern
Afrlcan tourlsm.

llre progeny ol the relatlonshlp ls a
crayflsh larm on Chlloane from
whore emerald watcn and mangrovc
rwrmp! two tors of reafood were
flown to Johenncrburg lart month.

The rhlpmentr wlll contlnue up to
rn optlmum levcl ol 20 toru r month,
mort ol whlch wlll eppcer ln rertau-
rrntr rnd rhopr ln Johannerburg rnd
other SA cltles.

The estebllshmcnt of thc flrst ln-
veltment proJect In Mozamblque
whlch doer not lnvolvc rtate, multt.
netlonel or eld-orlentcd lundlng has
not been rn eary tuk.

Mecca
Hlndered by rcd tapc, recurlty

leerr and the fcartome loglstlcs of
rhlppln3 generators, Ilbre-glass boat
moulds, cement end e mlnl-traetor to
the kland on r rmall elrcreft, the
proJect rt last ls produclng the klnd
of quellty hrc whlch helped make
l.ourenco Marquer r realood meccr.

B u t  a p e r t  l r o m  p r o v l d l n g  a
M o r a m b l c a n  e c o n o m y  r u l f e r l n g
lrom an R8.2bn externrl debt wlth a
llttle lnflow ol lorelgn erchange, not
to mentlon morc than 100 Jobc that
Frledman's Harrlll Seafood lnc pro-
vlder on Chllorne, thc cnterprlse
could even have rn lnfluencc on the
country'r polltlcal luture.

Dccp ln thc herrt ol Renemo terrl-
tory, wlth the lrequcncy of ettacks

aSalnst -agr lcu l tura l  and Industr ia l
installations on the Increase ln the
past few weeks, Chlloane appeen to
be a perfect guerrllla targat. It lt
protected by llttle more than the en-
thusiasm ol the lsland's I 000 tnhabl-
tants, strong currents In the stretch
of water between lt and the maln-
land, and four rusted Lee Enfleld
rlfles.

And yet, as relatlons between Ren-
amo and Chlssano's Frellmo govern-
ment have begun to thaw - rs slg.
nalled by the signlng of a protocol on
electoral law last week whlch ls llke-
ly to culmlnate ln electlons later thls
year - lt appears both sldes have
recognised the need and value of en-
terprises sueh as the crayflsh farm.

The venture on Chiloane ls exactlv
the kind ol prlvate enterprlse anh
free market projeet that Renamo has
been flghtlng for over the past lC
years,  a .Renamo representat lve sa ld.

Now Frledman ls hoping to brlng
Chissano and Renamo leader Afonso
Dhlakama together on the lsland for
a mecting.

Frledman's close contacts wlth the
f inancla l  and pol l t lca l  communl ty  ln
the US could also be helplul ln rt.
tractlng the kind of forelgn Invest-
m e n t  M o z a m b l q u e  d e s p e r e t e l y
needs.

However Mozambique's proposed
electlons turn out, the need to ensure
the success of  pr lvate lnvestment
proJeets llke Chlloane's crayflsh
farm has been aeknowledged by all
concerned.


